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THE LORD’S DAY
�e Twenty-��h Day of April, Two �ousand Twenty-One

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-�irty and Eleven O’Clock

�e Reverend Dr. David T. A. Strain — Senior Minister
�e Reverend Mr. Gary W. Sinclair — FPDS Chaplain

APPROACHING GOD’S THRONE
�e Greetings and Announcements (8:25 and 10:55 a.m.)

�e Prelude — “Great Is �y Faithfulness”......................................... Dan Miller
Rae Shannon, Organ 

�e Introit — “I Was Glad When �ey Said Unto Me”.......C. Hubert H. Parry
Psalm 122

�e Call to Worship

�e Hymn No. 168 — “I Greet �ee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art”

SEEKING GOD’S FACE 
�e Prayer of Adoration and Confession

�e Assurance of Pardon

�e Doxology
O Father, you are sovereign! We see you dimly now,
but soon before Your triumph earth’s every knee shall bow.
With this glad hope before us our faith springs up anew,
our sovereign Lord and Savior, we trust and worship You!

�e Public Profession of Faith
�e Biblical Basis
�e Introduction of New Members
�e Questions of Membership
�e Prayer
�e Declaration
�e Blessing

�e O�ering

�e Anthem — “He Hideth My Soul”......................................Kirkpatrick/Greer
With Sarah Waters, Piano

A wonderful Savior is Jesus, My Lord. A wonderful Savior to me;
He hideth my soul in the cle� of the rock, where rivers of pleasure I see.
He hideth my soul in the cle� of the rock that shadows a dry, thirsty land.
He hideth my life in the depths of His love; and covers me there with His hand.
A wonderful Savior is Jesus, my Lord, He taketh my burden away;
He holdeth me up, and I shall not be moved, He giveth me strength as my day.
He hideth my soul in the cle� of the rock. . . .
When clothed in His brightness, transported I rise to meet Him in the clouds of the sky.
His perfect salvation, His wonderful love I’ll shout with the millions on high.
He hideth my soul in the cle� of the rock. . . .



�e Hymn No. 44 — “How Great �ou Art”

�e Pastoral Prayer

HEARING GOD’S VOICE
�e New Testament Reading —Matthew 13:1–23.............(Pew Bible page 818)

�e Sermon — �e Four Soils ................................................................ Dr. Strain

�e Hymn No. 383 — “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”.....(Tune: Dundee)

�e Benediction

�e Postlude — “Come, �ou Almighty King”................................Don Hustad

WELCOME
We welcome all to this service of worship. If you are a Christian visiting 
with us today, we greet you in the name of our common Lord. If you are not 
a believer, we greet you as a friend and trust that you will sense the warmth 
and genuineness of our reception. We invite everyone here to participate 
with our congregation as we sing, pray, and give attention to God’s Word.

VISITORS
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! We are so glad you are here. You 
can text fpcjwelcome to 955-77 to learn more about how to get connected 
to the life of our church.



THE INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS
�is week we have the happy occasion to receive new members into our church 
family during the morning worship service.

Why must we be members of a local church? �e Bible uses metaphors to de�ne 
“the Church.” �e Church is one body in Christ. We are all members of the 
same body, and we belong to one another (Romans 12:5). �e Church is one 
family. To be a member of any family, we are to be either born in it or adopted 
into it. Since we are all born as “children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:3), we must be 
adopted; and God has adopted us into His community of the Trinity. We have 
one Father, one Savior and elder Brother, and one Spirit of adoption by Whom 
we are made members of the family (Romans 8:15–17). �erefore, as Scripture 
repeatedly addresses us, we are brothers, sisters, fathers, and mothers to one 
another. So, why must we become members of a local church? It is because, 
having been united to Christ, we are necessarily united to all those who are 
united to Him. �erefore, we are entitled to the watchful care, instruction, 
prayers, and government of the church, and other rights and privileges that 
come with it.

Who can be a member of the church? Any person who is called a Christian by 
having made a credible profession of faith, having been baptized in a 
Bible-believing church, and having been admitted by the Session (the body of 
elders) to the Lord’s Table can be a communing member of First Presbyterian 
Church. Children of believer(s) are, by virtue of their birth in a believing 
household and in covenant with God, children of the covenant. However, they 
may not partake of the Lord’s Table as a way to protect them from eating and 
drinking judgment upon themselves, if they were to do so in an unworthy manner 
(1 Corinthians 11:27–29). Hence, our children are called non-communing 
members of the church. We hope that all our covenant children would embrace 
the gospel and become communing members. While only the communing 
members are entitled to all the rights and privileges of the church, all members of 
the church family are, however, entitled to the watchful care, instruction, prayers, 
and government of the church.

QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
Having discussed why and who can become members of First Presbyterian 
Church, let us look brie�y at the questions for membership:

1. Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, 
justly deserving His displeasure and without hope, save in His 
sovereign mercy?

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and 
Savior of sinners, and do you receive and rest upon Him alone for 
salvation as He is o�ered in the Gospel?

3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the 
grace of the Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes 
the followers of Christ?

4. Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to 
the best of your ability?

5. Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the 
Church, and promise to study its purity and peace?

GUIDE TO THE MORNING SERVICE



On March 28, 2021, the following new members were 
welcomed into our fellowship:

Daisye Love Rainer Askew
�omas Luster Askew Jr.

Isaac Owen Baird
Anna Beth Baker

Sara Jo Selby Caldwell
Mary Ellison Dale

John Arthur Eaves III
Isaac Collins Forster
Elyse Marie Garon

Ethan Walker Graves
James Cullen Hardy II

Betty Anne Mounger Hayes
Caroline Rose Jordan

Pierce Ketchum
Joshua Daryl and Kristina Faye Temple Laird
Dan Bennett and Dianna Lynn Daves McLain

William Andrew Moore
Pearce Phillips

Spencer Mark and Mary Mills Lane Richie
David Elliot Robertson

Pavel and Elizabeth Joy Semple Sanduleac
John Newton Satcher III

Michael David and Mary Maxine Phillips Sills
Reynolds Hunt Smith

Bartlett Wade Smith IV
Julia Joy Polson Spera

Ancel Tipton
John McKenzie Williams

�omas M. Wright and Nancy S. Strahan Wright

NEW MEMBERS

QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
(CONTINUED)

�e �rst three of �ve questions seek to show to us our hellish plight before 
God, bring us to a point of desperate need for the person and work of Jesus, 
and rely upon the life-giving power in none but the Holy Spirit alone. We 
would do well to bring these grand truths of the gospel in our prayers every 
day. While the �rst three questions speak of our relation to each person of the 
Godhead, the next two questions speak of our relation to the Church of God 
which the Father loves, the Son died and rose to save, and the Spirit now 
indwells. Since each Person of the Trinity is interested and invested in the 
Church, we who are called by His name must do likewise. May we who are 
members of the covenant community pray for the welfare of the Church and of 
First Presbyterian Church. May we seek to live lives in which the gospel has 
pervaded every sphere. May we be growing disciples seeking to learn more of 
our God, His great majesty, and His magni�cent Fatherhood. May we grow as 
committed members by regularly worshiping and seeking to gather with our 
family as o�en as opportunities provide us. May we be humble followers 
submitting to the wise leadership and discipline of those who care for our 
souls. May we grow to love the Church of our Lord Jesus Christ.



EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

�e Reverend Dr. Cory C. Brock — Minister of Young Adults & College
�e Reverend Mr. David L. Felker — Minister of Discipleship

�e Greetings and Announcements (5:55 p.m.) 

�e Prelude — “Adoration”.............................................................Felix Borowski
Shellie Kemp, Violin; William Wymond, Organ

�e Call to Worship

�e Hymn No. 571 — “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”

�e Invocation

�e Hymn — “With Great Gentleness”

�e Greetings

�e Prayer ....................................................................................... Dr. John McVey

�e Anthem — “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”........... Arr. Howard Helvey
  Comfort, comfort ye My people, speak ye peace thus saith our God:
  Comfort those who sit in darkness, mourning ’neath their sorrow’s load.
  Speak ye  to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them;
  Tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over.
  Hark the voice of one that crieth in the desert far and near,
  Calling us to new repentance since the kingdom now is here.
  Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way;
  Let the valleys rise to meet Him and the hills bow down to greet Him.  
  Make ye straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places plain;
  Let your hearts be true and humble, as be�ts His holy reign.
  For the glory of the Lord now o’er earth is shed abroad;
  And all �esh shall see the token that the word is never broken.

�e Young Children’s Devotional — �e Children’s Catechism
Q6.  Is there more than one true God?  A: No. �ere is only one true God.

   ** �e Meditation and Prayer.......Billy Dempsey, Minister of Congregational Care

�e Hymn — “In the Cross Alone I Glory”

�e Prayer of Illumination 

�e Reading of Holy Scripture — Nehemiah 2:9–20........(Pew Bible page 398)

�e Sermon —  �e Good of Jerusalem................................................. Dr. Brock

�e Benediction

�e Response
  Never will I seek the glory, 
  �at was never meant for me. 
  Always heavenward re�ecting,
  All to Jesus to receive, All to Jesus to receive.
  In the cross alone I glory;
  Nothing of my own to give.
  Only that which Christ has o�ered,
  For my soul that I may live, For my soul that I may live.

�e Postlude — “Postlude in the Dorian Mode”................................ Flor Peeters



F P C  T H I S  W E E K

Sunday, April 25, 2021
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship .................................................................. Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Sunday School...........................................................Various Locations
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship ................................................................... Sanctuary
7:15 p.m. Senior High Insight..........................................................................MH

Monday, April 26, 2021
9:00 a.m. Circle Bible Teacher Training ................................................ WH 204

Tuesday, April 27, 2021
6:00 p.m. Young Adults Small Groups .................................. O�-Site Locations

Wednesday, April 28, 2021
5:00 p.m. Midweek Dinner ..............................................................................MH
5:30 p.m. Children’s Playtime .....................................................Playground/LH
6:00 p.m. Midweek Adult Electives
   Prayer Meeting and Bible Study................................................. PH
   Evangelism Group: Sharing Christ in a Pandemic II........... WH 202
   Women’s Bible Study: Seeking Him.................................... WH 204
   D Groups..............................................................Various Locations
6:00 p.m. Children’s Choirs .....................................................Various Locations
6:00 p.m. Sixth Grade Fellowship ..............................................................SC 215
6:00 p.m. Junior High & Senior High D Groups ...........................................YH

�ursday, April 29, 2021
5:00 p.m. Senior Dinner...................................................................................MH

Sunday, May 2, 2021
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship .................................................................. Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Sunday School...........................................................Various Locations
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship ................................................................... Sanctuary
7:15 p.m. Senior High Insight..........................................................................MH

APRIL 18 -  MAY 16
R E AC H  C A M PA I G N

SUNDAY, MAY 16
R E AC H  CO M M I TM E N T  S U N DAY

FALL 2021
P R OJ EC T E D  CO M P L E T I O N

O F  CO N ST R U C T I O N  P R OJ EC T  

W W W. R E AC H F P C .O RG
601-353-8316   REACH@FPCJACKSON.ORG

B U I L D I N G  FO R  A   P U R PO S E

LH—Lowe Hall     MH—Miller Hall    SC—Study Center
WH—Westminster Hall    YH—Youth House



fpcjackson.org     1390 N. State Street, Jackson, Mississippi     601-353-8316

II THESSALONIANS 3:1 — “Finally, brethren, pray for us….”
Becky W – Serving with Mission to the World in Asia. For more information, 
please contact the Mission Department.
Chris Moody – Serving as an intern with Christian Medical & Dental 
Association in Jackson at UMMC. Email: 6christopher@gmail.com.

FLOWERS
�e �owers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of Maxine and Gilbert Mobley.

MEN’S MINISTRY CANOE TRIP — APRIL 30 - MAY 2
Men, come canoe the upper section of Arkansas’ beautiful Bu�alo River! We’ll 
canoe by day and camp each night under the stars! Father/son combinations 
are welcome, but this section of the Bu�alo is not recommended for small 
children. �e cost is $150/person. For more information and to register, visit 
the church app or website at fpcj.ms/mens-ministry.

LIFEWALK FOR THE CENTER FOR PREGNANCY CHOICES
CPC’s LifeWalk is Saturday, May 1, at 9:00 a.m. at the Flowood Nature Center.  
Registration is from 8:00 – 9:00 a.m. To learn more about how to get involved 
contact Alli Sayle at allis@fpcjackson.org or 864-915-7772.

MEN’S MINISTRY GOLF SCRAMBLE
Men, join us for our �ird Annual Men’s Ministry Golf Scramble at the Live 
Oaks Golf Club on �ursday a�ernoon, May 6. Our tee times are at 12 p.m. 
�e cost is $35 and you may register as a team of four or as an individual to be 
placed on a team. Contact discipleship@fpcjackson.org with questions. For 
more information and to register, visit the church app or website at 
fpcj.ms/mens-ministry.

BACKYARD BIBLE SCHOOL 2021 — WEEK OF JUNE 7
Registration is open for children and teen helpers for Backyard Bible School at 
fpcj.ms/vbs. Register your child by May 10 to ensure a free t-shirt.  If you would 
like to volunteer, contact BYBS Director Cassie Graves at cgraves7@gmail.com 
or 601-624-1987. Cra� donations may be le� at the donation box next to the 
Info Desk. Items needed: boxes of gallon-size zip/press-and-seal plastic bags, 
small glue sticks, and eight-count packs of crayons. 

CARING MINISTRY
�is Women’s Ministry team delivers precooked meals to members of our 
church who are ill or in need. Please help us be e�ective in serving our church 
body by letting us know if you are aware of a congregation member or family 
in need of a meal due to a di�cult circumstance. Contact Cindy Davis 
(cadmaw@aol.com) or Ruby Ann Walsh (rubyawalsh@gmail.com).

A N NO U NC E M E N T S


