THE LORD’S DAY
The Seventh Day of February, Two Thousand Twenty-One
MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-thirty and Eleven O’Clock

The Reverend Dr. David T. A. Strain — Senior Minister
The Reverend Dr. Cory C. Brock — Minister of Young Adults & College

APPROACHING GOD’S THRONE
The Greetings and Announcements (8:25 and 10:55 a.m.)
The Prelude — “If with All Your Hearts”.................................Felix Mendelssohn
Nancy Bateman, Cello; William Wymond, Organ
The Introit — “Almighty God of Our Fathers”....................................Will James
The Call to Worship
The Hymn No. 94 — “How Firm a Foundation”

1. How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
2. “Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed;
for I am your God, and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.
3. “When through the deep waters I call you to go,
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
for I will be with you, your troubles to bless,
and sanctify to you your deepest distress.
4. “When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply;
the flame shall not hurt you; I only design
your dross to consume and your gold to refine.
5. “The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.”

SEEKING GOD’S FACE
The Corporate Prayer of Confession

O most great, most just and gracious God;
You are of purer eyes than to behold iniquity;
And yet You have promised mercy through Jesus Christ
to all that repent and believe in Him.
We confess that we have all sinned and come short of the glory of God.
We have neglected and abused Your holy worship.
We have dealt unjustly and uncharitably with our neighbors.
We have not sought first Your kingdom.
You have revealed Your wonderful love to us in Christ
and offered us pardon and salvation in Him;
but we have turned away.
We have run into temptation;
and the sin that we should have hated, we have committed.
Have mercy on us, most merciful Father!

In Your Son is our salvation, in Your promises our hope.
Take us for Your children and give us the Spirit of your Son,
and in the end receive us into Your glory,
through Jesus Christ our only Savior. Amen.
Richard Baxter (modernized language)

The Assurance of Pardon
The Offering
The Anthem — “Follow Jesus”........................................................... John Purifoy
Talk about a child who follows Jesus, here’s one.
Ever since I heard the gospel story, I’ve been walking up the path to glory.
Talk about a child who follows Jesus, here’s one.
Talk about a child who’s been converted, here’s one.
Ever since I heard the gospel story, I’ve been walking up the path to glory.
Talk about a child who’s been converted, here’s one.
I want Jesus to walk with me.
All along my pilgrim journey, O Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.
In the morning when I rise, give me Jesus,
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus. You can have all the world, give me Jesus.
Talk about a child who follows Jesus. Here’s one.

The Hymn No. 534 — “O for a Closer Walk with God”
1. O for a closer walk with God,
a calm and heav’nly frame,
alight to shine upon the road
that leads me to the Lamb!

3. The dearest idol I have known
whate’er that idol be,
help me to tear it from thy throne,
and worship only thee.

2. Return, O holy Dove, return,
sweet messenger of rest;
I hate the sins that made thee mourn,
and drove thee from my breast.

4. So shall my walk be close with God,
calm and serene my frame;
so purer light shall mark the road
that leads me to the Lamb.

The Pastoral Prayer

HEARING GOD’S VOICE
The Old Testament Reading — Psalm 106:1-23
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Praise the Lord!
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!
Who can utter the mighty deeds of the Lord,
or declare all his praise?
Blessed are they who observe justice,
who do righteousness at all times!
Remember me, O Lord, when you show favor to your people;
help me when you save them,
that I may look upon the prosperity of your chosen ones,
that I may rejoice in the gladness of your nation,
that I may glory with your inheritance.
Both we and our fathers have sinned;
we have committed iniquity; we have done wickedness.
Our fathers, when they were in Egypt,
did not consider your wondrous works;
they did not remember the abundance of your steadfast love,
but rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea.
Yet he saved them for his name's sake,
that he might make known his mighty power.
He rebuked the Red Sea, and it became dry,
and he led them through the deep as through a desert.
So he saved them from the hand of the foe
and redeemed them from the power of the enemy.
And the waters covered their adversaries;
not one of them was left.
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Then they believed his words;
they sang his praise.
But they soon forgot his works;
they did not wait for his counsel.
But they had a wanton craving in the wilderness,
and put God to the test in the desert;
he gave them what they asked,
but sent a wasting disease among them.
When men in the camp were jealous of Moses
and Aaron, the holy one of the Lord,
the earth opened and swallowed up Dathan,
and covered the company of Abiram.
Fire also broke out in their company;
the flame burned up the wicked.
They made a calf in Horeb
and worshiped a metal image.
They exchanged the glory of God
for the image of an ox that eats grass.
They forgot God, their Savior,
who had done great things in Egypt,
wondrous works in the land of Ham,
and awesome deeds by the Red Sea.
Therefore he said he would destroy them—
had not Moses, his chosen one,
stood in the breach before him,
to turn away his wrath from destroying them.

The New Testament Reading — John 3:1-15

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we
know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these
signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly,
truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old?
Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel
that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it
wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
9
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these
things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If
I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven
except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

The Sermon — The Marks of the New Birth II........................................Dr. Strain
The Hymn No. 597 — “Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire”
1. Though I may speak with bravest fire,
and have the gift to all inspire,
and have not love, my words are vain,
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain.
2. Though I may give all I possess,
and striving so my love profess,

but not be giv’n by love within,
the profit soon turns strangely thin.

3. Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control,
our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed;
by this we worship and are freed.

The Benediction
The Postlude — “Agincourt Hymn”.............................................. John Dunstable

The Gospel

Unhindered

Global Mission Conference 2021
“... proclaiming the kingdom of God and
teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with
all boldness and without hindrance.”
Acts 28:31

Sunday, February 14
9:45 a.m.

Sunday School
Global Missions Overview
Ed Hartman & Paul Forster

Sunday, February 21 with Dr. Carl Ellis, Jr.
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Morning Worship
Sunday School
Evening Worship

Saturday, February 27 with Matt Kirkas
9:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Evangelism Training
available in person and streamed online

Sunday, February 28 with Matt Kirkas
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Morning Worship
Sunday School
Evening Worship

Over the past year we have encountered a multitude of hinderances to
our normal way of life. For the church, the global pandemic has altered
the way we worship, give, fellowship, and serve. However, our “Great
Commission” call to proclaim the gospel to all nations has not changed.
Indeed, our church’s partners around the world have continued to share
the news of Jesus Christ despite the perceived road blocks created by
COVID-19. As a church, we are moving forward with our mission, encouraged by the Apostle Paul, who, though imprisoned in Rome, “welcomed
all who came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching
about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.”

WELCOME

We welcome all to this service of worship. If you are a Christian visiting
with us today, we greet you in the name of our common Lord. If you are not
a believer, we greet you as a friend and trust that you will sense the warmth
and genuineness of our reception. We invite everyone here to participate
with our congregation as we sing, pray, and give attention to God’s Word.

VISITORS

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! We are so glad you are here. You
can text fpcjwelcome to 955-77 to learn more about how to get connected
to the life of our church.

EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock
The Reverend Mr. David L. Felker — Minister of Discipleship
Mr. Stephen A. Biggs — Director of Students & Families

The Greetings and Announcements (5:55 p.m.)
The Prelude — “Near the Cross”........................................................ Molly Ijames
Shellie Brown, Violin; Rae Shannon, Piano
The Call to Worship
The Hymn No. 441 — “Jesus Shall Reign”

1. Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
and infant voices shall proclaim
does his successive journeys run;
their early blessings on his name.
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 4. Blessings abound where’er he reigns;
the pris’ner leaps to lose his chains,
2. To him shall endless prayer be made,
the weary find eternal rest,
and praises throng to crown his head;
and all the sons of want are blest.
his name, like sweet perfume, shall rise
5. Let every creature rise and bring
with every morning sacrifice.
peculiar honors to our King,
3. People and realms of every tongue
angels descend with songs again,
dwell on his love with sweetest song;
and earth repeat the loud amen!

The Invocation
The Hymn — “A Debtor to Mercy Alone”
1. A debtor to mercy alone,
Of covenant mercy I sing;
Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offering to bring.
The terrors of law and of God
With me can have nothing to do;
My Savior’s obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view

2. The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete;
His promise is yea and amen,
And never was forfeited yet.

Things future, nor things that are now,
Not all things below nor above
Can make Him His purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love.
3. My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains
In marks of indelible grace.
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven.

The Greetings
The Prayer ............................................................................... Mr. Paul Stephenson
The Hymn — “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”

1. Beneath the cross of Jesus
I fain would take my stand,
The shadow of a mighty rock
Within a weary land;
A home within the wilderness,
A rest upon the way,
From the burning of the noontide heat,
and the burden of the day.

2. Upon the cross of Jesus,
mine eye at times can see
The very dying form of One
Who suffered there for me;
And from my stricken heart with tears
Two wonders I confess
The wonders of redeeming love
and my unworthiness.

The Prayer of Illumination
The Reading of Holy Scripture — John 15:1-17

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in
me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does
bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are

clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and
I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are
the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not
abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide
in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much
fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so
have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments,
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.
12
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved
you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life
for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No
longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard
from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but
I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that
your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name,
he may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will
love one another.

The Sermon — “I Am the True Vine”................................................... Mr. Felker
The Benediction
The Response

I take, O cross, thy shadow
for my abiding place:
I ask no other sunshine than
The sunshine of His face;
Content to let the world go by
To know no gain nor loss,
My sinful self my only shame,
my glory, all the cross.

The Postlude — “Come Thou Almighty King”.................................... Stan Pethel

CONNECT WITH US!
www.fpcjackson.org
info@fpcjackson.org
@FirstPresJackson
(601) 353-8316
@FPCJxnMS
@fpcjackson
FPC Jackson MS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
II THESSALONIANS 3:1 — “Finally, brethren, pray for us….”
John and Kelley Beth – Serving as church planters with Mission to the World
in South Asia. For more information, please contact the Mission Department.
Gateway Rescue Mission – Gateway is supported through Mission to Jackson
and has offered meals and shelter to the poor and homeless of Jackson since 1948.
JOIN US IN-PERSON FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
AND MIDWEEK PROGRAMMING!
We are pleased to announce that we will resume in-person Sunday School and
Wednesday night programming beginning the week of February 14.
Lowe Hall
Lighthouse
Providence
Salt and Light
Cornerstone

Adult Sunday School Locations
Miller Hall
Patterson Hall
Stewards
Young Adults
Life Learners
WH 204
Pilgrims
College
Lamplighters
MB 120
Covenant
Singles and Doubles Fellowship Special Friends
Young Seekers
Brotherhood
First Ladies

Children’s Sunday School classes will meet in their regularly-assigned
classrooms. Student Ministry Sunday School will meet in the Youth House.
Midweek
On Wednesday, February 17, we will resume our Midweek programming,
including prayer meeting, adult electives, youth, and children’s choir. Further
details can be found on fpcjackson.org or on the FPC Jackson App.
WOMEN’S MINISTRY CIRCLE BIBLE STUDIES
Circles will not meet in February. Circle leaders will communicate with
members regarding the March meetings.

FPC THIS WEEK

Sunday, February 7, 2021

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship.............................................. Sanctuary
6:00 p.m.
Evening Worship............................................... Sanctuary

Wednesday, February 10, 2021
No Midweek Activities

Sunday, February 14, 2021

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship.............................................. Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School ......................................Various Locations
6:00 p.m.
Evening Worship............................................... Sanctuary

