


THE LORD’S DAY
�e Twenty-Eighth Day of February, Two �ousand Twenty-One

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-thirty and Eleven O’Clock

�e Reverend Mr. Matt Kirkas — Guest Minister
�e Reverend Dr. David T. A. Strain — Senior Minister

APPROACHING GOD’S THRONE
�e Greetings and Announcements (8:25 and 10:55 a.m.)

�e Prelude — “Here I Am, Lord”.......................................................Mark Hayes
Dr. David Snyder, Piano

�e Introit — “Who Is on the Lord’s Side?”............................Carradog Roberts

�e Call to Worship 

�e Hymn No. 455 — “Arise, My Soul, Arise”
  1. Arise, my soul, arise,
   shake o� your guilty fears:
   the bleeding Sacri�ce
   in my behalf appears:
   before the throne my Surety stands,
   before the throne my Surety stands,
   my name is written on his hands.

  2. He ever lives above,
   for me to intercede,
   his all-redeeming love,
   his precious blood to plead;
   his blood atoned for ev’ry race,
   his blood atoned for ev’ry race,
   and sprinkles now the throne of grace.

�e Hymn No. 316 — “�e Mighty God, the Lord”
  1. �e mighty God, the Lord,
   hath spoken unto all;
   from rising to the setting sun,
   he unto earth doth call.
   From Zion, his own hill,
   where perfect beauty dwells,
   Jehovah hath his glory shown,
   in brightness that excels.

  2. Our God shall surely come,
   and silence shall not keep;
   before him �re shall waste, and storms
   tempestuous round him sweep.

�e Hymn No. 449 — “We Rest on �ee”
  1. We rest on thee - our shield and our defender!
   We go not forth alone against the foe;
   strong in thy strength, safe in thy keeping tender,
   “We rest on thee, and in thy name we go.”
   strong in thy strength, safe in thy keeping tender,
   “We rest on thee, and in thy name we go.”

  2. “We go” in faith, our own great weakness feeling,
   and needing more each day thy grace to know:
   yet from our hearts a song of triumph pealing,
   “We rest on thee, and in thy name we go.”
   yet from our hearts a song of triumph pealing,
   “We rest on thee, and in thy name we go.”

�e Benediction

�e Postlude — “Sketch in D Flat”.......................................... Robert Schumann

   He to the heav’ns above
   shall then send forth his call,
   and likewise to the earth, that he
   may judge his people all.

  3. “Together let my saints
   unto me gathered be,
   those that by sacri�ce have made
   a covenant with me.”
   �en shall the heav’ns declare
   his righteousness abroad;
   because the Lord himself is judge,
   yea, none is judge, but God.

�e Pastoral Prayer

HEARING GOD’S VOICE
�e Reading of Holy Scripture — Acts 9:15-31

15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine 
to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of 
Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he must su�er for the sake of 
my name.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying 
his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared 
to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may 
regain your sight and be �lled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. �en 
he rose and was baptized; 19 and taking food, he was strengthened.
For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And immedi-
ately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of 
God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the 
man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this 
name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them 
bound before the chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased all the more in 
strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving 
that Jesus was the Christ.
23 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24 but their 
plot became known to Saul. �ey were watching the gates day and 
night in order to kill him, 25 but his disciples took him by night and let 
him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket.
26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the 
disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that 
he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the 
apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, 
who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the 
name of Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, 
preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he spoke and disput-
ed against the Hellenists. But they were seeking to kill him. 30 And 
when the brothers learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea 
and sent him o� to Tarsus.
31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had 
peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and 
in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.

�e Sermon — Unstoppable.................................................................... Mr. Kirkas

  3. Five bleeding wounds he bears,
   received on Calvary;
   they pour e�ectual prayers,
   they strongly plead for me.
   “Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry,
   “Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry,
   “nor let that ransomed sinner die!”

  4. My God is reconciled;
   his pard’ning voice I hear;
   he owns me for his child,
   I can no longer fear;
   with con�dence I now draw nigh,
   with con�dence I now draw nigh,
   and “Father, Abba, Father!” cry.

SEEKING GOD’S FACE 
�e Prayer of Adoration and Confession

�e Assurance of Pardon

�e Mission Challenge ........................................................................ Paul Forster

�e O�ering

�e Anthem — “God So Loved the World”......................................John Stainer
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
�at whoso believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world through Him might be saved.
God so loved the world….

John 3:16
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WELCOME
We welcome all to this service of worship. If you are a Christian visiting 
with us today, we greet you in the name of our common Lord. If you are not 
a believer, we greet you as a friend and trust that you will sense the warmth 
and genuineness of our reception. We invite everyone here to participate 
with our congregation as we sing, pray, and give attention to God’s Word.

VISITORS
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! We are so glad you are here. You 
can text fpcjwelcome to 955-77 to learn more about how to get connected 
to the life of our church.
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�e Sermon — Unstoppable.................................................................... Mr. Kirkas

Global Mission Conference 2021
“... proclaiming the kingdom of God and 

teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with 
all boldness and without hindrance.”

Acts 28:31

Unhindered
The Gospel

Sunday, February 28 with Matt Kirkas
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship

Over the past year we have encountered a multitude of hindrances to 
our normal way of life. For the church, the global pandemic has altered 
the way we worship, give, fellowship, and serve. However, our “Great 
Commission” call to proclaim the gospel to all nations has not changed. 
Indeed, our church’s partners around the world have continued to share 
the news of Jesus Christ despite the perceived road blocks created by 
COVID-19. As a church, we are moving forward with our mission, encour-
aged by the Apostle Paul, who, though imprisoned in Rome, “welcomed 
all who came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching 
about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.”
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EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

�e Reverend Mr. Matt Kirkas — Guest Minister
�e Reverend Dr. Edward A. Hartman — Minister of Mission & Outreach

�e Greetings and Announcements (5:55 p.m.) 

�e Prelude — “Nearer, My God, to �ee”.......................... Marshall McDonald
Zachary Horne, Cello; Rae Shannon, Piano

�e Call to Worship

�e Hymn No. 441 — “Jesus Shall Reign”
  1. Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
   does his successive journeys run;
   his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
   till moons shall wax and wane no more.

  2. To him shall endless prayer be made,
   and praises throng to crown his head;
   his name, like sweet perfume, shall rise
   with every morning sacri�ce.

  3. People and realms of every tongue
   dwell on his love with sweetest song;

  Chorus
   Christ we proclaim,
   �e Name above every name:
   For all creation,
   Ev’ry nation,
   God’s salvation
   �rough the Son!

  3. For the King once li�ed high
   To cries of rage, of ‘crucify!’

   and infant voices shall proclaim
   their early blessings on his name.

  4. Blessings abound where’er he reigns;
   the pris’ner leaps to lose his chains,
   the weary �nd eternal rest,
   and all the sons of want are blest.

  5. Let every creature rise and bring
   peculiar honors to our King,
   angels descend with songs again,
   and earth repeat the loud amen!

�e Invocation

�e Hymn — “For All the Saints”
  1. For all the saints,
   who from their labors rest,
   Who �ee by faith
   before the world confessed,
   �y Name, O Jesus,
   be forever blessed.
   Alleluia, Allelu...

  2. �ou wast their rock,
   their fortress and their might;
   �ou, Lord, their captain
   in the well fought �ght;
   �ou, in the darkness
   drear, their one true Light.
   Alleluia, Allelu...

  3. O may �y soldiers,
   faithful, true and bold,
   Fight as the saints
   who nobly fought of old,
   And win with them
   the victor’s crown of gold.
   Alleluia, Allelu...

  4. �e golden evening
   brightens in the west;
   Soon, soon to faithful
   warriors comes their rest;
   Sweet is the calm
   of paradise the blessed.
   Alleluia, Allelu...

  5. But lo! �ere breaks
   a yet more glorious day;
   �e saints triumphant
   rise in bright array;
   �e King of glory
   passes on his way,
   Alleluia, Allelu...

  6. From earth’s wide bounds,
   from ocean’s farthest coast,
   �rough gates of pearl
   streams in the countless host,
   Singing to Father,
   Son, and Holy Ghost,
   Alleluia, Alleluia!

�e Greetings

�e Hymn — “For the Cause”
  1. For the cause of Christ the King
   We give our lives, an o�ering
   ’Til all the earth resounds
   With ceaseless praise
   To the Son

  2. For the cause of Christ we go
   With joy to reap, with faith to sow
   As many see
   And many put their trust in the Son

   Endured the cross
   As every sin was laid
   On the Son

  4. To the King who conquered death
   To free the poor and the oppressed
   For lasting peace
   For life and liberty
   In the Son

Chorus

�e Prayer of Illumination 

�e Reading of Holy Scripture — John 14:12; 15:5
14:12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am 
going to the Father.
15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing.

�e Sermon — Deep Roots, Abundant Fruit....................................... Mr. Kirkas

�e Benediction

�e Response 
Let it be my life’s refrain:
To live is Christ, to die is gain;
Deny myself, take up my cross
And follow the Son
Christ we proclaim,
�e Name above every name:
For all creation,
Ev’ry nation,
God’s salvation
�rough the Son!

�e Postlude — “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”..................Don Hustad



EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

�e Reverend Mr. Matt Kirkas — Guest Minister
�e Reverend Dr. Edward A. Hartman — Minister of Mission & Outreach

�e Greetings and Announcements (5:55 p.m.) 

�e Prelude — “Nearer, My God, to �ee”.......................... Marshall McDonald
Zachary Horne, Cello; Rae Shannon, Piano

�e Call to Worship

�e Hymn No. 441 — “Jesus Shall Reign”
  1. Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
   does his successive journeys run;
   his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
   till moons shall wax and wane no more.

  2. To him shall endless prayer be made,
   and praises throng to crown his head;
   his name, like sweet perfume, shall rise
   with every morning sacri�ce.

  3. People and realms of every tongue
   dwell on his love with sweetest song;

  Chorus
   Christ we proclaim,
   �e Name above every name:
   For all creation,
   Ev’ry nation,
   God’s salvation
   �rough the Son!

  3. For the King once li�ed high
   To cries of rage, of ‘crucify!’

   and infant voices shall proclaim
   their early blessings on his name.

  4. Blessings abound where’er he reigns;
   the pris’ner leaps to lose his chains,
   the weary �nd eternal rest,
   and all the sons of want are blest.

  5. Let every creature rise and bring
   peculiar honors to our King,
   angels descend with songs again,
   and earth repeat the loud amen!

�e Invocation

�e Hymn — “For All the Saints”
  1. For all the saints,
   who from their labors rest,
   Who �ee by faith
   before the world confessed,
   �y Name, O Jesus,
   be forever blessed.
   Alleluia, Allelu...

  2. �ou wast their rock,
   their fortress and their might;
   �ou, Lord, their captain
   in the well fought �ght;
   �ou, in the darkness
   drear, their one true Light.
   Alleluia, Allelu...

  3. O may �y soldiers,
   faithful, true and bold,
   Fight as the saints
   who nobly fought of old,
   And win with them
   the victor’s crown of gold.
   Alleluia, Allelu...

  4. �e golden evening
   brightens in the west;
   Soon, soon to faithful
   warriors comes their rest;
   Sweet is the calm
   of paradise the blessed.
   Alleluia, Allelu...

  5. But lo! �ere breaks
   a yet more glorious day;
   �e saints triumphant
   rise in bright array;
   �e King of glory
   passes on his way,
   Alleluia, Allelu...

  6. From earth’s wide bounds,
   from ocean’s farthest coast,
   �rough gates of pearl
   streams in the countless host,
   Singing to Father,
   Son, and Holy Ghost,
   Alleluia, Alleluia!

�e Greetings

�e Hymn — “For the Cause”
  1. For the cause of Christ the King
   We give our lives, an o�ering
   ‘Til all the earth resounds
   With ceaseless praise
   To the Son

  2. For the cause of Christ we go
   With joy to reap, with faith to sow
   As many see
   And many put their trust in the Son

   Endured the cross
   As every sin was laid
   On the Son

  4. To the King who conquered death
   To free the poor and the oppressed
   For lasting peace
   For life and liberty
   In the Son

Chorus

�e Prayer of Illumination 

�e Reading of Holy Scripture — John 14:12; 15:5
14:12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am 
going to the Father.
15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing.

�e Sermon — Deep Roots, Abundant Fruit....................................... Mr. Kirkas

�e Benediction

�e Response 
Let it be my life’s refrain:
To live is Christ, to die is gain;
Deny myself, take up my cross
And follow the Son
Christ we proclaim,
�e Name above every name:
For all creation,
Ev’ry nation,
God’s salvation
�rough the Son!

�e Postlude — “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”..................Don Hustad



II THESSALONIANS 3:1 — “Finally, brethren, pray for us….”
Daniel and Katy Brink – Serving as a church planter with the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church of England and Wales (EPCEW) in She�eld, England.
Tim & Lana Higginbotham – Tim serves as the Operations Director of North 
American Indigenous Ministries (NAIM) overseeing �eld directors and 
ministries. Email: higginbotham@naim.ca.

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY
�e �owers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of Florence and Fred Wallace.

JOIN US IN-PERSON FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
AND MIDWEEK PROGRAMMING!

Join us for Sunday School and Wednesday night programming in-person. 
More information can be found on fpcjackson.org or on the FPC Jackson App.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY - LIVE, LAUGH, LOVE
Ladies, please join us on March 9 from 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. for small group 
fellowship on neighborhood porches or patios in various locations around the 
metro area.  You can learn more and sign up on the FPC website or app.  Please 
sign up by this Tuesday, March 2.

VISIT ISRAEL AND JORDAN WITH DAVID STRAIN
Visit Israel and Jordan and the sites of Old and New Testament events with David 
Strain and Billy Dempsey October 18-28, 2021. Cost: $4,950 per person with 
airfare from Jackson. Join us for an informational meeting Monday, March 1, 
7:00 p.m., in Miller Hall. Organized by Denise Wilson of Let’s Travel & Co.

A N NO U NC E M E N T S

Sunday, February 28, 2021
 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship.........................................................Sanctuary
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School ................................................ Various Locations
 6:00 p.m. Evening Worship..........................................................Sanctuary

Wednesday, March 3, 2021
 6:00 p.m. Midweek Adult Electives
  Prayer Meeting and Bible Study ..........................Patterson Hall
  Evangelism Group: Sharing Christ in a Pandemic II....WH 202
  Women’s Bible Study: Seeking Him................................WH 204
  D Groups......................................................... Various Locations
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Choirs ............................................... Various Locations
 6:00 p.m. Sixth Grade Fellowship........................................................ SC 215
 6:00 p.m. Junior High Large Group & Senior High Small Group ........ YH

Sunday, March 7, 2021
 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship.........................................................Sanctuary
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School ................................................ Various Locations
 6:00 p.m. Evening Worship..........................................................Sanctuary

FPC THIS WEEK


