THE LORD’S DAY

The Twenty-Fourth Day of January, Two Thousand Twenty-One
MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-thirty and Eleven O’Clock
The Reverend Dr. David T. A. Strain — Senior Minister
The Reverend Mr. William E. Dempsey — Minister of Congregational Care

APPROACHING GOD’S THRONE
The Greetings and Announcements (8:25 and 10:55 a.m.)
The Prelude — “Aria in F”....................................................................G. F. Handel
Bonnie Brown, Violin; William Wymond, Organ
The Introit — “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”...............From Vienna, 1774
The Call to Worship
The Hymn No. 521 — “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
1. My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
Refrain:
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand,
all other ground is sinking sand.
2. When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
in every high and stormy gale,
my anchor holds within the veil.
Refrain
3. His oath, his covenant, his blood
support me in the whelming flood;
when all around my soul gives way,
he then is all my hope and stay.
Refrain
4. When he shall come with trumpet sound,
O may I then in him be found;
dressed in his righteousness alone,
faultless to stand before the throne.
Refrain

SEEKING GOD’S FACE
The Corporate Prayer of Confession

Almighty and most merciful Father;
We have erred and strayed from Your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts.
We have offended against Your holy laws.
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done;
And we have done those things which we ought not to have done;
And there is no health in us.
O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders.
Spare those, O God, who confess their faults.

Restore those who are penitent; According to Your promises
declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord.
And grant, O merciful Father, for His sake;
That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life;
To the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Modernized version from Edward VI’s Book of Common Prayer (1552)

The Assurance of Pardon
The Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen!

The Offering
The Anthem — “My Jesus, I Love Thee”........................................... Paul Sjolund
With Kathryn Edwards, Piano
My Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art mine;
For Thee all the follies of sin I resign.
My gracious Redeemer, My Savior art Thou:
If ever I loved Thee, My Jesus ‘tis now.
I love Thee because Thou hast first loved me,
And purchased my pardon on Calvary’s tree.
I love Thee for wearing the thorns on Thy brow:
If ever I loved Thee, My Jesus ‘tis now.
In mansions of glory and endless delight,
I’ll ever adore Thee in heaven so bright;
I’ll sing with the glittering crown on my brow:
If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now.

The Hymn No. 108 — “Whate’er My God Ordains Is Right”
1. Whate’er my God ordains is right:
his holy will abideth;
I will be still whate’er he doth,
and follow where he guideth.
He is my God: though dark my road,
he holds me that I shall not fall:
wherefore to him I leave it all.
2. Whate’er my God ordains is right:
he never will deceive me;
he leads me by the proper path;
I know he will not leave me.
I take, content, what he hath sent;
his hand can turn my griefs away,
and patiently I wait his day.
3. Whate’er my God ordains is right:
though now this cup, in drinking,
may bitter seem to my faint heart,
I take it, all unshrinking.
My God is true; each morn anew
sweet comfort yet shall fill my heart,
and pain and sorrow shall depart.
4. Whate’er my God ordains is right:
here shall my stand be taken;
though sorrow, need, or death be mine,
yet am I not forsaken.
My Father’s care is round me there;
he holds me that I shall not fall:
and so to him I leave it all.

The Pastoral Prayer

HEARING GOD’S VOICE
The Old Testament Reading — Psalm 105
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Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!
Seek the Lord and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones!
He is the Lord our God;
his judgments are in all the earth.
He remembers his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations,
the covenant that he made with Abraham,
his sworn promise to Isaac,
which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute,
to Israel as an everlasting covenant,
saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan
as your portion for an inheritance.”
When they were few in number,
of little account, and sojourners in it,
wandering from nation to nation,
from one kingdom to another people,
he allowed no one to oppress them;
he rebuked kings on their account,
saying, “Touch not my anointed ones,
do my prophets no harm!”
When he summoned a famine on the land
and broke all supply of bread,
he had sent a man ahead of them,
Joseph, who was sold as a slave.
His feet were hurt with fetters;
his neck was put in a collar of iron;
until what he had said came to pass,
the word of the Lord tested him.
The king sent and released him;
the ruler of the peoples set him free;
he made him lord of his house
and ruler of all his possessions,
to bind his princes at his pleasure
and to teach his elders wisdom.

The Reading of Holy Scripture — John 3:1-15

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we
know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these
signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly,
truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old?
Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel
that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it
wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
9
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these

things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If
I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven
except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

The Sermon — The Instrument of the New Birth...................................Dr. Strain
The Hymn No. 523 — “My Hope Is in the Lord”

1. My hope is in the Lord Who gave Himself for me,
And paid the price of all my sin at Calvary.
Refrain:
For me, he died, for me, he lives.
And everlasting life and light he freely gives.
No merit of my own His anger to suppress,
My only hope is found in Jesus’ righteousness.
Refrain
His grace has planned it all, ‘tis mine but to believe,
And recognize His work of love and Christ receive.
Refrain

The Benediction
The Postlude — “I Will Praise Thee, O Lord”...................... Benedetto Marcello

WELCOME

We welcome all to this service of worship. If you are a Christian visiting
with us today, we greet you in the name of our common Lord. If you are not
a believer, we greet you as a friend and trust that you will sense the warmth
and genuineness of our reception. We invite everyone here to participate
with our congregation as we sing, pray, and give attention to God’s Word.

VISITORS

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! We are so glad you are here. You
can text fpcjwelcome to 955-77 to learn more about how to get connected
to the life of our church.

EVENING WORSHIP

Six O’Clock
The Reverend Dr. Cory C. Brock — Minister of Young Adults & College
The Reverend Mr. Gary W. Sinclair — FPDS Chaplain
The Greetings and Announcements (5:55 p.m.)
The Prelude — “Abendlied”.......................................................Robert Schumann
Daniel Jones, Violin; Rae Shannon, Piano
The Call to Worship
The Hymn No. 650 — “I Will Sing of My Redeemer”
1. I will sing of my Redeemer,
and his wondrous love to me;
on the cruel cross he suffered,
from the curse to set me free.

Refrain:
Sing, O sing of my Redeemer!
With his blood he purchased me;
on the cross he sealed my pardon,
paid the debt and made me free.
2. I will tell the wondrous story,
how my lost estate to save,
in his boundless love and mercy,
he the ransom freely gave.

Refrain

3. I will praise my dear Redeemer,
his triumphant pow’r I’ll tell,
how the victory he giveth
over sin and death and hell.
Refrain
4. I will sing of my Redeemer
and his heav’nly love to me;
he from death to life has brought me,
Son of God, with him to be.
Refrain

The Invocation
The Hymn — “Who Are These Like Stars Appearing”
1. Who are these like stars appearing,
these before God’s throne who stand?
Each a golden crown is wearing;
Who are all this glorious band?
“Alleluia!” Hark, they sing,
Praising loud their heav’nly King
2. Who are these of dazzling brightness,
these in God’s own truth arrayed,
clad in robes of purest whiteness,
robes whose luster ne’er shall fade,
ne’er be touched by time’s rude hand?
Whence comes all this glorious band?
3. These are they who have contended
for their Savior’s honor long,
wrestling on ‘til life was ended,
foll’wing not the sinful throng.
These, who well the fight sustained,
Triumph through the lamb have gained
4. These are they whose hearts were riven,
sore with woe and anguish tried,
who in prayer full oft have striven
with the God they glorified.
Now, their painful conflict o’er,
God has bid them weep no more.
5. These, like priests, have watched and waited,
off ’ring up to Christ their will,
soul and body consecrated,
day and night to serve Him still.
Now in God’s most holy place,
blest they stand before his face.

The Greetings
The Prayer ........................................................................................... Mr. Bill Stone
The Hymn — “Come, Ye Sinners”

1. Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus ready waits to save you,
Full of pity, love and pow’r:
He is able, He is able,
He is willing, doubt no more.

3. Let not conscience make you linger,
Nor of fitness fondly dream;
All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel your need of Him:
This He gives you, this He gives you,
‘Tis the Spirit’s rising beam.

2. Come, ye needy, come and welcome;
God’s free bounty glorify;
True belief and true repentance,
Every grace that brings us nigh,
Without money, without money,
Come to Jesus Christ and buy.

4. Come, ye weary, heavy laden,
Lost and ruined by the fall;
If you tarry till you’re better,
You will never come at all:
Not the righteous, not the righteous,
Sinners Jesus came to call.

The Prayer of Illumination
The Reading of Holy Scripture — John 14:15-26

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask
the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever,
17
even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with
you and will be in you.
18
“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while
and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live,
you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father,
and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and
keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved
by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 22 Judas
(not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest
yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone
loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we
will come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not
love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not
mine but the Father's who sent me.
25
“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But
the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have
said to you.
15

The Sermon — The Spirit......................................................................... Dr. Brock
The Benediction
The Response

Lo! th’ incarnate God, ascended,
Pleads the merit of His blood;
Venture on Him, venture wholly;
Let no other trust intrude:
None but Jesus, none but Jesus,
Can do helpless sinners good.

The Postlude — “The Old Hundredth”............................................. Denis Bedard

ANNOUNCEMENTS
II THESSALONIANS 3:1 — “Finally, brethren, pray for us….”
Trey & Kiki Adams – Serving with MTW in Southeast Asia as a church
planter. Email: archadams@gmail.com.
Caroline Cotten – Serving as an intern with Reformed University Fellowship
at Wofford College in Spartanburg, South Carolina.
Email: caroline.cotten@ruf.org.

THE GOSPEL UNHINDERED
Global Mission Conference 2021
“... proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus
Christ with all boldness and without hindrance. Acts 28:31
February 21, 2021 – Dr. Carl Ellis, guest speaker
February 28, 2021 – Rev. Matt Kirkas, guest speaker

JANUARY SUNDAY SCHOOL VIDEO SERIES
Our adult Sunday School teachers have prepared three video series for the
month of January in lieu of meeting in person: Hitherto the Lord has Helped
Us taught by Chase Wynn, Will I Recognize Revival When It Comes: Acts 1-8
taught by Zeb Henson, and A Guide for Prayer taught by Bill Stone. Visit
fpcj.ms/adult-sunday-school to watch the video lessons.
SUPPORT GROUP
If you are struggling with alcohol or other chemical dependence and would
like to get together with people who share the same struggles, we have a small
and very safe group that meets regularly for just that purpose. This discreet,
weekly meeting is one of friendship, encouragement, and biblical reflection.
Personal anonymity is very important at this meeting. For more information,
please call or text 601-260-1636. Also, twice each month a group of those who
have loved ones who struggle with addiction/alcoholism meet for a time of
mutual encouragement and Christ-centered counsel. Anonymity is required.
For more information concerning the place and time of these meetings, call or
text 601-260-0388.

FPC THIS WEEK

Sunday, January 24, 2021

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship.............................................. Sanctuary
6:00 p.m.
Evening Worship............................................... Sanctuary

Wednesday, January 27, 2021
No Midweek Activities

Sunday, January 31, 2021

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship.............................................. Sanctuary
6:00 p.m.
Evening Worship............................................... Sanctuary

