


THE LORD’S DAY
�e Seventeenth Day of January, Two �ousand Twenty-One

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-thirty and Eleven O’Clock

�e Reverend Dr. David T. A. Strain — Senior Minister
�e Reverend Mr. Wiley P. Lowry III — Minister of Pastoral Care

APPROACHING GOD’S THRONE
�e Greetings and Announcements (8:25 and 10:55 a.m.)

�e Prelude — “Rejoice, My Soul, with Gladness”........................... S. Karg-Elert
William Wymond, Organ

�e Introit — “Let Us Love, and Sing and Wonder”....Darmstadt Gesangbuch
Kim Porter, Sarah Little, Robert Leard, and Michael O’Connell

�e Call to Worship 

�e Hymn No. 170 — “Fairest, Lord Jesus”
  1. Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature,
   Son of God and Son of Man!
   �ee will I cherish, thee will I honor,
   thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.

  2. Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands,
   robed in the blooming garb of spring:
   Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
   who makes the woeful heart to sing.

  3. Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight,
   and all the twinkling, starry host:
   Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
   than all the angels heav’n can boast.

  4. Beautiful Savior! Lord of the nations!
   Son of God and Son of Man!
   Glory and honor, praise, adoration,
   now and forevermore be thine.

SEEKING GOD’S FACE 
�e Prayer of Adoration and Confession

�e Assurance of Pardon

�e Sacrament of Baptism 
   �e Words of Institution
   �e Introduction of the Covenant Children and their Families
   �e Biblical Promise
   �e Questions to the Parents and Congregation
   �e Prayer of Consecration
   �e Baptism
   �e Baptismal Benediction

�e Hymn No. 189 — “Jesus Loves Me”
  1. Jesus loves me, this I know,
   for the Bible tells me so;
   little ones to him belong,
   they are weak but he is strong.
  Refrain:
   Yes, Jesus loves me!
   Yes, Jesus loves me!
   Yes, Jesus loves me!
   �e Bible tells me so.

  2. Jesus loves me, he who died
   heaven’s gates to open wide;
   he will wash away my sin,
   let his little child come in.

  Refrain

  3. Jesus loves me, he will stay
   close beside me all the way:
   if I love him, when I die
   he will take me home on high.
  Refrain

�e O�ering

�e Anthem — “Joy in the Morning”............................................. Natalie Sleeth
   Joy, there’ll be joy, there’ll be joy, joy, joy, joy, joy.
   �ere’ll be joy in the morning on that day,
   for the daylight will dawn when the darkness is gone.
   �ere’ll be joy in the morning on that day.
   �ere’ll be peace and contentment evermore, 
   every heart and voice will then rejoice,
   And the glory of the Lord will shine, 
   and the glory of the Lord will bring the truth divine.
   �ere’ll be love and forgiveness everywhere,
   and the way of the Lord will that day be restored,
   �ere’ll be love, sweet love everywhere.
   �ere’ll be joy, joy, joy, joy, joy.
   �ere’ll be joy in the morning on that day
   for the daylight will dawn when the darkness is gone. 
   �ere’ll be joy!
   �ere’ll be peace and contentment evermore.
   Every heart, every voice will together rejoice, there’ll be peace.
   And the glory of the Lord will shine….
   �ere’ll be joy, joy, joy, joy, joy.

�e Pastoral Prayer

HEARING GOD’S VOICE
�e Reading of Holy Scripture — John 3:1-15

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews. 2 �is man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we 
know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these 
signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? 
Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus 
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 �at which is born of the 
�esh is �esh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel 
that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 �e wind blows where it 
wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered 
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these 
things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If 
I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven 
except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as 
Moses li�ed up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be li�ed up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

�e Sermon — �e Agent of the New Birth ............................................Dr. Strain

�e Hymn No. 662 — “As the Hart Longs for Flowing Streams”
  1. As the hart longs for �owing streams,
   So longs my soul for thee, O God.
   My soul does thirst for the living God;
   When shall I come to see thy face?

  2. My tears have fed me day and night,
   While men have said “Where is your God?”
   But I recall as my soul pours dry,
   �e days of praise within thy house.
 
  3. Why do I mourn and toil within,
   When it is mine to hope in God?
   I shall again sing praise to Him;
   He is my help, He is my God.

�e Benediction

�e Postlude — “Ye Holy Angels Bright”................................... Henry Coleman
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WELCOME
We welcome all to this service of worship. If you are a Christian visiting 
with us today, we greet you in the name of our common Lord. If you are not 
a believer, we greet you as a friend and trust that you will sense the warmth 
and genuineness of our reception. We invite everyone here to participate 
with our congregation as we sing, pray, and give attention to God’s Word.

VISITORS
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! We are so glad you are here. You 
can text fpcjwelcome to 955-77 to learn more about how to get connected 
to the life of our church.



VOWS OF BAPTISM
In order for the congregation to more fully enter into the service 
of the sacrament of baptism and to refresh ourselves on our 
church membership vow, the following is provided for your 
convenience and information:

TO THE PARENTS
1. Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood of 

Jesus Christ and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises on (his) behalf, and do 
you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for (his) salvation, as 
you do for your own?

3.  Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God and 
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will 
endeavor to set before (him) a godly example, that you will pray 
with and for (him), that you will teach (him) the doctrines of our 
holy religion, and that you will strive, by all the means of God’s 
appointment, to bring (him) up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord?

TO THE CONGREGATION
Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting 
the parents in the Christian nurture of this child?

THE SACRAMENT OF COVENANT BAPTISM 
WILL BE ADMINISTERED TO

Addison Stone Molpus
Benjamin Caldwell Molpus

Sons of Addie and Ben Molpus

Kellum Akers Davis
Daughter of Price and Fenly Davis

Conway Collins Bowden
Son of Graham and Ginny Bowden

�e next baptism date is March 21, 2021. Spaces are available for 
the 8:30 a.m. service only. Please email kristinab@fpcjackson.org 

to reserve a place.



EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

�e Reverend Mr. William E. Dempsey — Minister of Congregational Care
Mr. Richard A. Doggett — Senior Minister’s Intern

�e Greetings and Announcements (5:55 p.m.) 

�e Prelude — “Adagio” (Sonata No. 1 in G Minor)...............................J.S. Bach
Zakary Joyner, Violin

�e Call to Worship

�e Hymn No. 629 — “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
  1. What a Friend we have in Jesus,
   all our sins and griefs to bear!
   What a privilege to carry
   ev’rything to God in prayer!
   O what peace we o�en forfeit,
   O what needless pain we bear,
   all because we do not carry
   ev’rything to God in prayer.
 
  2. Have we trials and temptations?
   Is there trouble anywhere?
   We should never be discouraged:
   take it to the Lord in prayer!

  2. Not a shadow can rise,
   not a cloud in the skies,
   but his smile quickly drives it away;
   not a doubt or a fear,
   not a sigh nor a tear,
   can abide while we trust and obey. 

  Refrain

  3. Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share,
   but our toil he doth richly repay;
   not a grief nor a loss, not a frown or a cross,
   but is blest if we trust and obey.

  Refrain
 
  4. But we never can prove
   the delights of his love
   until all on the altar we lay;
   for the favor he shows,
   and the joy he bestows,
   are for them who will trust and obey.

  Refrain

�e Prayer of Illumination 

�e Reading of Holy Scripture — John 14:1-14
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In 
my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am 
you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 �omas 
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known 
me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know 
him and have seen him.”
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 
9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not 
know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? �e words that I say to you I do not 
speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or 
else believe on account of the works themselves.
12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am 
going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that 
the Father may be glori�ed in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my 
name, I will do it.

�e Sermon — Words for Disciples: Believe, Do, Ask...................Mr. Dempsey

�e Benediction

�e Response 
   �en in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet
   Or we’ll walk by His side in the way;
   What He says we will do, Where He sends we will go.
   Never fear, only trust and obey.
   Trust and obey for there’s no other way
   To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

�e Postlude — “Tuba Tune in D”........................................................... C.S. Lang
 Rae Shannon, Organ

   Can we �nd a friend so faithful,
   who will all our sorrows share?
   Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness–
   take it to the Lord in prayer!
 
  3. Are we weak and heavy-laden,
   cumbered with a load of care?
   Precious Savior, still our refuge–
   take it to the Lord in prayer!
   Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
   Take it to the Lord in prayer!
   In his arms he’ll take and shield thee;
   thou wilt �nd a solace there.

�e Invocation

�e Hymn — “I Run to Christ”
  1. I run to Christ when chased by fear and �nd a refuge sure.
   “Believe in me,” His voice I hear; His words and wounds secure.
   I run to Christ when torn by grief and �nd abundant peace.
   “I too had tears,” He gently speaks; thus joy and sorrow meet.

  2. I run to Christ when worn by life and �nd my soul refreshed.
   “Come unto Me,” He calls through strife; fatigue gives way to rest.
   I run to Christ when vexed by hell and �nd a mighty arm.
   “�e devil �ees,” the Scriptures tell; he roars, but cannot harm.

  3. I run to Christ when stalked by sin and �nd a sure escape.
   “Deliver me!” I cry to Him; temptation yields to grace.
   I run to Christ when plagued by shame and �nd my one defense.
   “I bore God’s wrath,” He pleads my case, My Advocate and Friend.

�e Greetings

�e Prayer ................................................................................... Mr. Ben Roberson

�e Hymn No. 672 — “Trust and Obey”
  1. When we walk with the Lord
   in the light of his Word,
   what a glory he sheds on our way!
   While we do his good will,
   he abides with us still,
   and with all who will trust and obey.
 
  Refrain:
   Trust and obey, for there’s no other way
   to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.
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12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am 
going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that 
the Father may be glori�ed in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my 
name, I will do it.

�e Sermon — Words for Disciples: Believe, Do, Ask...................Mr. Dempsey

�e Benediction

�e Response 
   �en in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet
   Or we’ll walk by His side in the way;
   What He says we will do, Where He sends we will go.
   Never fear, only trust and obey.
   Trust and obey for there’s no other way
   To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

�e Postlude — “Tuba Tune in D”........................................................... C.S. Lang
 Rae Shannon, Organ

   Can we �nd a friend so faithful,
   who will all our sorrows share?
   Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness–
   take it to the Lord in prayer!
 
  3. Are we weak and heavy-laden,
   cumbered with a load of care?
   Precious Savior, still our refuge–
   take it to the Lord in prayer!
   Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
   Take it to the Lord in prayer!
   In his arms he’ll take and shield thee;
   thou wilt �nd a solace there.

�e Invocation

�e Hymn — “I Run to Christ”
  1. I run to Christ when chased by fear and �nd a refuge sure.
   “Believe in me,” His voice I hear; His words and wounds secure.
   I run to Christ when torn by grief and �nd abundant peace.
   “I too had tears,” He gently speaks; thus joy and sorrow meet.

  2. I run to Christ when worn by life and �nd my soul refreshed.
   “Come unto Me,” He calls through strife; fatigue gives way to rest.
   I run to Christ when vexed by hell and �nd a mighty arm.
   “�e devil �ees,” the Scriptures tell; he roars, but cannot harm.

  3. I run to Christ when stalked by sin and �nd a sure escape.
   “Deliver me!” I cry to Him; temptation yields to grace.
   I run to Christ when plagued by shame and �nd my one defense.
   “I bore God’s wrath,” He pleads my case, My Advocate and Friend.

�e Greetings

�e Prayer ................................................................................... Mr. Ben Roberson

�e Hymn No. 672 — “Trust and Obey”
  1. When we walk with the Lord
   in the light of his Word,
   what a glory he sheds on our way!
   While we do his good will,
   he abides with us still,
   and with all who will trust and obey.
 
  Refrain:
   Trust and obey, for there’s no other way
   to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.
 



II THESSALONIANS 3:1 — “Finally, brethren, pray for us….”
Mr. & Mrs. F – Serving as Church-Planters in Central Asia. For more 
information, please contact the Mission Department.
Children of Abraham – �e Children of Abraham ministry was founded in 
1977 by Bassam Chedid to communicate the saving message of Christ to a 
largely un-evangelized Arabic community in and beyond North America.

THE GOSPEL UNHINDERED
Mission Conference 2021

Proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ 
with all boldness and without hindrance.  Acts 28:31

  February 21, 2021 – Dr. Carl Ellis, guest speaker
  February 28, 2021 – Rev. Matt Kirkas, guest speaker

STEWARDSHIP 2021
As we prepare for the 2021 budget year, it is important that each member of 
our congregation support the work and worship of First Presbyterian Church. 
If you have not turned in your 2021 commitment card, you may place it in the 
o�ering plate during today’s worship services. You may also pledge online by 
visiting our church app and click on “Giving,” then “Pledge.” To date, we have 
received 316 commitments for a total of $3,740,425.

JANUARY SUNDAY SCHOOL VIDEO SERIES 
Our adult Sunday School teachers have prepared three video series for the 
month of January in lieu of meeting in person: Hitherto the Lord has Helped 
Us taught by Chase Wynn, Will I Recognize Revival When It Comes: Acts 1-8 
taught by Zeb Henson, and A Guide for Prayer taught by Bill Stone. Visit 
fpcj.ms/adult-sunday-school to watch the video lessons.

A N NO U NC E M E N T S

Sunday, January 17, 2021
 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship.............................................. Sanctuary
 6:00 p.m. Evening Worship............................................... Sanctuary

Wednesday, January 20, 2021
 No Midweek Activities

Sunday, January 24, 2021
 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship.............................................. Sanctuary
 6:00 p.m. Evening Worship............................................... Sanctuary

FPC THIS WEEK




