


THE LORD’S DAY
�e Tenth Day of January, Two �ousand Twenty-One

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-thirty and Eleven O’Clock

�e Reverend Dr. David T. A. Strain — Senior Minister
�e Reverend Dr. Cory C. Brock — Minister of Young Adults & College

APPROACHING GOD’S THRONE
�e Greetings and Announcements (8:25 and 10:55 a.m.)

�e Prelude — “Arioso”..............................................................................J. S. Bach
Bonnie Brown, Violin; John Sinclair, Cello; William Wymond, Organ

�e Introit — “We Come, O Christ to You”.................................... John Darwall

�e Call to Worship 

�e Hymn No. 100 — “Holy, Holy, Holy”
  1. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
   Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
   Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!
   God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!
 
  2. Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
   casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
   cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
   who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.
 
  3. Holy, holy, holy! �ough the darkness hide thee,
   though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,
   only thou art holy; there is none beside thee
   perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity.
 
  4. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
   All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
   Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!
   God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

SEEKING GOD’S FACE 
�e Law of God
  1. You shall have no other gods before Me.
  2. You shall not make for yourself an idol.  You shall not worship them 
    or serve them.
  3. You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain.
  4. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
  5. Honor your father and your mother.
  6. You shall not murder.
  7. You shall not commit adultery.
  8. You shall not steal.
  9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
  10. You shall not covet.

�e Prayer of Adoration and Confession

�e Assurance of Pardon

�e O�ering

�e Anthem — “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”........................................ J. S. Bach
   Jesu, joy of man’s desiring. Holy wisdom, Love most bright.
   Drawn by �ee, our soul aspiring. Soar to uncreated light.
   Word of God, our �esh that fashioned. With the �re of Life impassioned.
   Striving still to truth unknown, Soaring, dying round �y �rone.

�e Pastoral Prayer

HEARING GOD’S VOICE
�e Reading of Holy Scripture — John 3:1-15

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews. 2 �is man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that 
you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicode-
mus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a 
second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 �at which is born of the �esh is �esh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to 
you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 �e wind blows where it wishes, and you 
hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. 
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered 
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these 
things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I 
have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe 
if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses li�ed up 
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be li�ed up, 15 that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

�e Sermon — �e Necessity of the New Birth ......................................Dr. Strain

�e Hymn No. 378 — “Here, O My Lord, I see �ee Face to Face”
  1. Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face;
   here would I touch and handle things unseen,
   here grasp with �rmer hand th’eternal grace,
   and all my weariness upon thee lean.
 
  2. Here would I feed upon the bread of God,
   here drink with thee the royal wine of heav’n;
   here would I lay aside each earthly load,
   here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiv’n.
 
  3. �is is the hour of banquet and of song;
   this is the heav’nly table spread for me:
   here let me feast, and, feasting, still prolong
   the brief, bright hour of fellowship with thee.
 
  4. Mine is the sin, but thine the righteousness;
   mine is the guilt, but thine the cleansing blood;
   here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace,
   thy blood, thy righteousness, O Lord my God.

�e Lord’s Supper
   �e Words of Institution
   �e Invitation
   �e Prayer of Consecration
   �e Communion with Our Lord Jesus Christ and His People
   �e Prayer of �anksgiving

�e Hymn No. 296 — “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
  1. All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name!
   Let angels prostrate fall;
   bring forth the royal diadem,
   and crown him Lord of all;
   bring forth the royal diadem,
   and crown him Lord of all.
 
  2. Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race,
   ye ransomed of the fall,
   hail him who saves you by his grace,
   and crown him Lord of all;
   hail him who saves you by his grace,
   and crown him Lord of all.
 
  3. O that with yonder sacred throng
   we at his feet may fall;
   we’ll join the everlasting song,
   and crown him Lord of all;
   we’ll join the everlasting song,
   and crown him Lord of all.

�e Benediction

�e Postlude — “March in D”.............................................................G. F. Handel
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WELCOME
We welcome all to this service of worship. If you are a Christian visiting 
with us today, we greet you in the name of our common Lord. If you are not 
a believer, we greet you as a friend and trust that you will sense the warmth 
and genuineness of our reception. We invite everyone here to participate 
with our congregation as we sing, pray, and give attention to God’s Word.

VISITORS
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! We are so glad you are here. You 
can text fpcjwelcome to 955-77 to learn more about how to get connected 
to the life of our church.

�is Lord’s Day is a special occasion as we have the joy of partaking of the Lord’s Table 
together. �e sacrament of the “Lord’s Supper” was instituted by Christ for the church 
in every age. St. Augustine, one of the early church fathers, referred to the sacrament 
as “a visible word” because it proclaims to us “the Lord’s death until He comes”             
(1 Corinthians 11:23-26). As we come to the Table today, it may help you to prepare 
your hearts by pondering the signi�cance of the Lord’s Table.

THE LORD’S TABLE
�e phrase itself conveys something very important about what is taking place during 
this component of our worship service. First, it is a table and not an altar. An altar is 
a place where sacri�ces are o�ered to God. Christ has “o�ered for all time a single 
sacri�ce for sins, [and] he sat down at the right hand of God” (Hebrews 10:12). Again, 
“for by a single o�ering he has perfected for all time those who are being sancti�ed” 
(Hebrews 10:14). We have no need of an altar because the cross of Christ is the only 
altar of God. Second, it is the table of the Lord. He is the host of the meal and, hence, 
possesses the prerogative to invite us to meet and sup with him. �erefore, as the term 
“Communion Service” denotes, it is a fellowship meal of Christ with His people. 

It is o�entimes easy to miss the signi�cance of Church architecture, but in reality, our 
sanctuary is designed to speak to us about the grace, beauty, and majesty of God. And 
the Lord’s Table beautifully communicates this. Our communion table sits in the front 
of the sanctuary on the �oor with the congregation in order to remind us that it is in 
Christ’s sacri�cial death that we are truly united to Him and also to one another. �e 
table remains on the �oor to show us that the body and blood of Christ, which it 
displays, is for the entire covenant community.

 CHRIST’S PRESENCE
 Another important question to ask when thinking on this sacrament is, “In what way 
is Christ present within it?” Sincere Christians throughout the ages have struggled to 
answer this question because within the ordinance there is certainly an aura of 
mystery. But we must remember that while the elements remain bread and wine, the 
presence of Christ is truly among us by His Spirit. �e Spirit alone is able to make the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper bene�cial to our souls by penetrating our hearts and 
stirring our a�ections for Christ. Hence, let us be prepared to feast at the Lord’s Table 
by asking the Spirit of God to convict us of sin, to supply grace to truly repent, and to 
savor Christ more and more. As we partake the emblems of Christ’s su�ering, let us 
remember that God con�rms the bene�ts of His su�ering: pardon, reconciliation, 
and eternal life through this covenant meal. Let us in turn rea�rm our covenant 
privileges and responsibilities to God as we anticipate His return.

GUIDE TO THE MORNING SERVICE



EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

�e Reverend Dr. Edward A. Hartman — Minister of Mission & Outreach
�e Reverend Mr. Gary W. Sinclair — FPDS Chaplain

�e Greetings and Announcements (5:55 p.m.) 

�e Prelude — “Be �ou My Vision”.................................................Paul S. Jones
Bonnie Brown, Violin; Rae Shannon, Piano

�e Call to Worship

�e Hymn No. 533 — “I Am �ine, O Lord, I Have Heard �y Voice”
  1. I am thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice,
   and it told thy love to me;
   but I long to rise in the arms of faith,
   and be closer drawn to thee.
 
  Refrain:
   Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord,
   to the cross where thou hast died;
   draw me nearer, nearer, nearer blessed Lord,
   to thy precious, bleeding side.
 
  2. Consecrate me now to thy service, Lord,
   by the pow’r of grace divine;
   let my soul look up with a steadfast hope,
   and my will be lost in thine.

  Refrain
 
  3. O the pure delight of a single hour
   that before thy throne I spend,
   when I kneel in prayer, and with thee, my God,
   I commune as friend with friend.

  Refrain
 
  4. �ere are depths of love that I cannot know
   till I cross the narrow sea;
   there are heights of joy that I may not reach
   till I rest in peace with thee.

  Refrain

�e Invocation

�e Hymn — “Christ the Sure and Steady Anchor”
  1. Christ the sure and steady anchor
   in the fury of the storm;
   When the winds of doubt blow through me
   and my sails have all been torn;
   In the su� ’ring, in the sorrow
   when my sinking hopes are few.
   I will hold fast to the anchor
   it shall never be removed.

  2. Christ the sure and steady anchor
   while the tempest rages on,
   when temptation claims the battle 
   and it seems the night has won,
   deeper still then goes the anchor
   though I justly stand accused.
   I will hold fast to the anchor
   it shall never be removed.

�e Greetings

�e Prayer ............................................................................ Mr. Jimmy Armstrong

�e Young Children’s Devotional — �e Children’s Catechism 
Q68. How many o�ces does Christ ful�ll as the promised Messiah? A: Christ ful�lls 

three o�ces.
Q69. What are they? A: �e o�ces of a prophet, of a priest, and of a king.
Q72. How is Christ your king? A: Christ rules over me, the world and Satan, and he 

defends me.
Q75. Why do you need Christ as your king? A: Because I am weak and helpless.
�e Meditation and Prayer....................... Jamie Peipon, Worship Ministry Assistant

�e Hymn — “On Jordan’s Stormy Banks”
  1. On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand,
   And cast a wishful eye
   To Canaan’s fair and happy land, 
   Where my possessions lie.
 
  Chorus:
   I am bound (I am bound)
   I am bound (I am bound)
   I am bound for promised land,
   I am bound (I am bound)
   I am bound (I am bound)
   I am bound for promised land.

  3. Christ the sure and steady anchor
   through the �oods of unbelief,
   Hopeless, somehow, O my soul now, 
   li� your eyes to calvary.
   �is my ballast of assurance
   See His love forever proved.
   I will hold fast to the anchor
   it shall never be removed.

  4. Christ the sure and steady anchor
   as we face the wave of death,
   When these trials give way to glory
   and we draw our �nal breath,
   We will cross that great horizon
   clouds behind and life secured.
   And the calm will be the better
   for the storms that we endured.

  2. All o’er those wide extended plains,
   Shines one eternal day;
   �ere God the Son forever reigns,
   And scatters night away.
 
  Chorus
 
  3. No chilling winds nor poisonous breath
   Can reach that healthful shore;
   Sickness, sorrow, pain and death,
   Are felt and feared no more.
         
  Chorus

�e Prayer of Illumination 

�e Reading of Holy Scripture — John 13:21-38 .............................. (see guide)

�e Sermon — A Final Conversation with Jesus.............................Dr. Hartman

�e Benediction

�e Response 
   When shall I reach that happy place,
   And be forever blessed?
   When shall I see my Father’s face,
   And in His bosom rest?
   I am bound (I am bound)
   I am bound (I am bound)
   I am bound for promised land,
   I am bound (I am bound)
   I am bound (I am bound)
   I am bound for promised land.

�e Postlude — “O Savior Reign the Heavens”............................Helmut Walcha
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II THESSALONIANS 3:1 — “Finally, brethren, pray for us….”
Mr. & Mrs. William H. – Serving with SIM in North Africa. For more 
information, please contact the Mission Department.
Beginning Again in Christ – BAIC is supported through Mission to Jackson. 
�ey minister in state prisons, county jails, and work centers in Mississippi and 
seek to mobilize the local church for prison ministry.

STEWARDSHIP 2021
As we prepare for the 2021 budget year, it is important that each member of 
our congregation support the work and worship of First Presbyterian Church. 
If you have not turned in your 2021 commitment card, you may place it in the 
o�ering plate during today’s worship services. You may also pledge online by 
visiting our church app and click on “Giving,” then “Pledge.” To date, we have 
received 308 commitments for a total of $3,712,745.

JANUARY SUNDAY SCHOOL VIDEO SERIES 
Our adult Sunday School teachers have prepared three video series for the 
month of January in lieu of meeting in person: Hitherto the Lord has Helped 
Us taught by Chase Wynn, Will I Recognize Revival When It Comes: Acts 1-8 
taught by Zeb Henson, and A Guide for Prayer taught by Bill Stone. Visit 
fpcj.ms/adult-sunday-school to watch the video lessons.

COMMUNION
Today is Communion Sunday. Please begin prayerfully preparing your hearts 
and minds to receive the Lord’s Supper. Elders will distribute individually- 
packaged communion elements to those planning to take communion at the 
entrances to the sanctuary prior to this morning’s services. Professionally 
prepared, gluten-free elements are available on the table on the south wall of 
the Greeting Courtyard.

A N NO U NC E M E N T S

Sunday, January 10, 2021
 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship.............................................. Sanctuary
 6:00 p.m. Evening Worship............................................... Sanctuary

Wednesday, January 13, 2021
 No Midweek Activities

Sunday, January 17, 2021
 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship.............................................. Sanctuary
 6:00 p.m. Evening Worship............................................... Sanctuary

FPC THIS WEEK


