THE LORD’S DAY

The Twenty-ninth Day of November, Two Thousand Twenty
MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-thirty and Eleven O’Clock
The Reverend Dr. David T. A. Strain — Senior Minister
The Reverend Dr. Edward A. Hartman — Minister of Mission & Outreach

APPROACHING GOD’S THRONE
The Greetings and Announcements (8:25 and 10:55 a.m.)
The Prelude — “Prelude on a Folk Melody”............................ Charles Callahan
William Wymond, Organ
The Introit — “Almighty God of Our Fathers”....................................Will James
The Call to Worship
The Hymn No. 363 — “We Gather Together”

1. We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing;
he chastens and hastens his will to make known;
the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing:
sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own.
2. Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,
ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine;
so from the beginning the fight we were winning:
thou, Lord, wast at our side: all glory be thine!
3. We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant,
and pray that thou still our defender wilt be.
Let thy congregation endure thro’ tribulation:
thy name be ever prais’d! O Lord, make us free!

SEEKING GOD’S FACE
The Corporate Prayer of Confession

Eternal God, you do not change.
You have revealed yourself to us in your Word.
You call us to worship you in spirit and in truth,
but we confess that we often worship not Your true self
but who we wish You to be.
We too often ask You to bless what we do
rather than seeking to do what You bless.
Forgive us for seeking concessions when we should be seeking guidance.
Forgive us when our worship shapes You into what we want
instead of shaping us into what You want.
Help us to meet You here,
that we might bow before Your unspeakable majesty
and so live for You now and ever in Christ. Amen.

The Assurance of Pardon
The Offering
The Anthem — “An Expression of Gratitude”......................... David Schwoebel
Kathryn Edwards, Piano
I thank my God. I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,
always with joy in every prayer for you.
I thank my God in all my remembrance of you.

In every prayer with joy. I thank my God.
I thank my God for your fellowship in the gospel from the very first day ‘til now.
I thank my God for you, and I am sure that He, who began a good work in you,
will bring it to completion at the day of Christ.
And this I pray that your love may abound more and more in knowledge,
In judgment that you may approve what is excellent to the glory of God.
That you may be pure and blameless, filled with the fruit of righteousness
which comes through Christ Jesus.
I thank my God in every remembrance of you.
Always with joy in every prayer for you. I thank my God.”
Philippians 1:3-6; 9-11

The Hymn No. 742 — “The Apostles’ Creed”............................ (Tune: Beecher)
1. I believe in God the Father,
Maker of all heav’n and earth;
and in Jesus Christ, our Savior,
God’s own Son, of matchless worth;
by the Spirit was conceived,
of the virgin Mary born,
he in whom I have believed:
God Almighty, Three in One.
2. Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
crucified, for me he died;
laid within the grave so silent,
gates of hell he opened wide;
for the stone-sealed tom was empty;
on the third day he arose;
into heaven made his entry,
mighty conqu’ror of his foes.
3. At God’s right hand he is seated
till his coming, as he said;
final judgment will be meted
to the living and the dead;
I confess the Holy Spirit
who was sent through Christ the Son
to apply salvation’s merit God, the Spirit, Three in One.
4. I believe the church of Jesus,
universal, e’er remains;
we are one through all the ages,
in communion of the saints.
I believe sins are forgiven,
that our bodies will be raised
to eternal life in heaven:
ever let his name be praised.
The Pastoral Prayer

HEARING GOD’S VOICE
The Reading of Holy Scripture — Luke 1:5-25

5
In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both righteous
before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and
statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was
barren, and both were advanced in years.
8
Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was
on duty, 9 according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot
to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 And
there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of
the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him,

and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid,
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will
bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy
and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great
before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will
be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. 16 And he
will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he
will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of
the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,
to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”
18
And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an
old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered
him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to
speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you will be
silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place,
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their
time.” 21 And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were
wondering at his delay in the temple. 22 And when he came out, he was
unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the
temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. 23 And
when his time of service was ended, he went to his home.
24
After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she
kept herself hidden, saying, 25 “Thus the Lord has done for me in the
days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among people.”

The Sermon — The Herald Angels:
Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room.......................... Dr. Strain
The Hymn No. 203 — “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
1. Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with th’angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Refrain:
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”
2. Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold him come,
offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail th’incarnate Deity,
pleased as man with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Refrain
3. Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
ris’n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that man no more may die,
born to raise the sons of earth,
born to give them second birth.
Refrain

The Benediction
The Postlude — “Improvisation on the tune ‘Mendelssohn’”

GUIDE TO THE MORNING SERVICE
The Prayer of Confession is a response to our singing of the hymn of thankfulness in this morning’s worship service. It is only by reflecting upon the
true nature of God and adoring His faithfulness to us, that we are able to
truly contemplate upon the depth, extent, and magnitude of our sin. The
Prayer of Confession is made so that we confess our sin and experience
true repentance by reflecting upon God’s goodness even in our times of
straying. Thus, it is through this time of corporate prayer, patterned after
the New Testament church, that we are ready to continue in our corporate
worship of God.
Why do we have corporate prayer? In preaching on the pilgrimage of the
Christian in this life, the eighteenth century pastor-theologian from New
England, Jonathan Edwards said, “To go to heaven fully to enjoy God, is
infinitely better than the most pleasant accommodations here.” The time
of corporate worship and particularly prayer is its closest semblance on
earth since we gather with the saints of God to worship and delight
ourselves in God.
What is a prayer of confession? The minister leads us in a Prayer of Confession to remove any human barrier that might come in the way of our blessing from God. We remind ourselves of who we are both in ourselves and in
God. We remind ourselves that though we are His sheep, we are like lost
sheep. During this time, the minister leads us in confessing the times we
have desired the things of this world that are in opposition to the things of
God. May we, in joining the minister with heartfelt agreement, confess and
repent of the times we have left undone those things we ought to have
done, and have done those things which we ought not to have done.
Let us join our hearts in prayer in order that the Spirit of Christ may bring
conviction for impenitent hearts, encouragement to weary souls, knit us
together in a bond of fellowship and praise, and bring us into an intimate
communion with our Savior. Let us pray with the goal to enjoy ourselves in
bringing honor and glory due His name.

WELCOME

We welcome all to this service of worship. If you are a Christian visiting
with us today, we greet you in the name of our common Lord. If you are not
a believer, we greet you as a friend and trust that you will sense the warmth
and genuineness of our reception. We invite everyone here to participate
with our congregation as we sing, pray, and give attention to God’s Word.

VISITORS

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! We are so glad you are here. You
can text fpcjwelcome to 955-77 to learn more about how to get connected
to the life of our church.

EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock
The Reverend Dr. David T. A. Strain — Senior Minister
Mr. Richard A. Doggett — Senior Minister’s Intern

The Greetings and Announcements (5:55 p.m.)
The Prelude — “Reverie”............................................................... Claude Debussy
Bonnie Brown, Violin; Rae Shannon, Piano
The Call to Worship
The Hymn No. 75 — “O Father, You Are Sovereign”
1. O Father, you are sovereign
in all the worlds you made;
your mighty word was spoken
and light and life obeyed.
Your voice commands the seasons
and bounds the ocean’s shore,
sets stars within their courses
and stills the tempests’ roar.

3. O Father, you are sovereign
the Lord of human pain,
transmuting earthly sorrows
to gold of heav’nly gain.
All evil over-ruling,
as none but Conqu’ror could,
your love pursues its purpose —
our souls’ eternal good.

2. O Father, you are sovereign
in all affairs of man;
no pow’rs of death or darkness
can thwart Your perfect plan.
All chance and change transcending,
supreme in time and space,
you hold your trusting children
secure in your embrace.

4. O Father, you are sovereign!
We see you dimly now,
but soon before your triumph
earth’s every knee shall bow.
With this glad hope before us
our faith springs up anew:
our sovereign Lord and Savior,
we trust and worship you!

The Invocation
The Hymn — “My Heart Is Filled with Thankfulness”

1. My Heart is filled with thankfulness to Him who bore my pain;
Who plumbed the depths of my disgrace and gave me life again;
Who Crushed my curse of sinfulness and clothed me in His light,
And wrote His law of righteousness with pow’r upon my heart.
2. My heart is filled with thankfulness to Him who walks beside;
Who floods my weaknesses with strength and causes fears to fly;
Whose ev’ry promise is enough for ev’ry step I take,
Sustaining me with arms of love and crowning me with grace.
3. My heart is filled with thankfulness to Him who reigns above,
Whose wisdom is my perfect peace, whose ev’ry thought is love.
For ev’ry day I have on earth is given by the King,
So I will give my life, my all, to love and follow him.

The Greetings
The Prayer .............................................................................. Mr. John Lowe Smith
The Young Children’s Devotional — The Children’s Catechism

Q61. What does it mean to believe in Christ? A: To trust in Christ alone for my
salvation.
Q62. Can you repent and believe in Christ by your own power? A: No. I cannot
repent and believe unless the Holy Spirit changes my heart.
Q63. How can you get the help of the Holy Spirit? A: God has told us to pray for the
Holy Spirit’s help.
The Meditation and Prayer............Cory Brock, Minister of Young Adults & College

The Hymn — “Speak, O Lord”

1. Speak, O Lord, as we come to You
to receive the food of your Holy Word.
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;
shape and fashion us in Your likeness.
That the light of Christ might be seen today
in our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us
all Your purposes for Your glory.
2. Teach us, Lord, full obedience,
Holy reverence, true humility;
Test our thoughts and our attitudes
in the radiance of Your purity.
Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes
to see Your majestic love and authority.
Words of pow’r that can never fail
let their truth prevail over unbelief

The Prayer of Illumination
The Reading of Holy Scripture
The Sermon — Key Questions ................................................................. Dr. Strain
The Response

3. Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us.
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time
that will echo down through eternity.
And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises,
and by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, ‘til Your church is built
and the earth is filled with Your glory.

The Benediction
The Postlude — “Now Thank We All Our God”............................... Albert Travis

CONNECT WITH US!
www.fpcjackson.org
info@fpcjackson.org
@FirstPresJackson
(601) 353-8316
@FPCJxnMS
@fpcjackson
FPC Jackson MS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
II THESSALONIANS 3:1 — “Finally, brethren, pray for us….”
Moner and Stenia Shaded – Serving with International Messengers in Warsaw,
Poland in pastoral ministry and outreach. Please contact the Mission
Department for more information.
Sam and Sara Tyson Husband – Serving as church planters in Memphis, TN.
Email: samuel.husband@ruf.org.
STEWARDSHIP 2021
As we prepare for the 2021 budget year, it is important that each member of
our congregation support the work and worship of First Presbyterian Church.
If you have not turned in your 2021 commitment card, you may place it in the
offering plate during today’s worship services. You may also pledge online by
visiting our church app and click on “Giving,” then “Pledge.” To date, we have
received 253 commitments for a total of $3,265,263.
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOK
Pick up your copy of the 2020 Advent Devotional book, Awakening: A New
and Glorious Morn, with devotionals and original artwork created by First
Pres church members, available around the church this morning or online at
fpcjackson.org/advent-devotional/.
LET HEAVEN AND NATURE SING!
On December 13, following both morning services, you will have the
opportunity to leave with a poinsettia to deliver to someone in our church
family. Volunteers from the Blooms to Go ministry will be available to assist
you on both Pinehurst and Belhaven Street exits.
DECEMBER SUNDAY SCHOOL
Registration for December Sunday School will open December 1. Registering
should only take a few minutes to sign up you or your family for the entire
month of December. Register online at fpcjackson.org/registration/.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Please plan to join us for this casual and family-friendly service, Thursday,
December 24, at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

FPC THIS WEEK

Sunday, November 29, 2020
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Morning Worship.............................................. Sanctuary
Sunday School ......................................Various Locations
Evening Worship............................................... Sanctuary
Senior High Insight.................4025 Crane Blvd, Jackson

Wednesday, December 2, 2020
No Midweek Activities

fpcjackson.org

1390 N. State Street, Jackson, Mississippi

601-353-8316

