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Scripture
Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will
bring you today...The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.” Exodus 14:13-14

Devotion
Let’s go back in time for a minute, all the way to ancient Egypt. The people of Israel have survived the
plagues – the flies, the frogs, the water turned to blood, the darkness – all ten of them. Finally, Pharaoh
lets them go. Now they are moving through the desert. They are having a hard time walking, especially all
the small children and their grandparents. They are exhausted. But they are happy, because after all the
years of slavery and hard work in Egypt, they are finally free! They reach the seashore. It seems like a
good spot for an overnight camp and some rest.
Suddenly they see Pharaoh coming with his mighty army! Pharaoh has decided, once again, that he does
not want to let God’s people go. The Israelites are trapped: the Red Sea is in front of them and Pharaoh’s
troops are behind them. This is a bad situation. There is no escape.
But then Moses prays and God tells him what to do. Moses raises his staff and stretches his arms over the
sea. The water separates in the middle, and the people walk on dry land. But wait - the story is not over!
Pharaoh, his chariots, and thousands of men are chasing the Israelites. Just when the last Israelite gets to
the other side of the sea, and Pharaoh’s troops are on dry land in the middle of the sea, the chariots’ wheels
come off! Crash! Bang! Chariots run into each other – it’s a big mess. And then the waters crash down on
top of them. Pharaoh is gone forever, and the Israelites are finally free.
As you can see, God came to the rescue when there was no hope. Bad situations happen and we might even
think we are trapped and there is no way out. But our God, El Emunah, is the faithful God. He never
slumbers or sleeps. He always knows when we, His children, are in trouble. He always finds a way to rescue
us from evil. Do you know why it’s so important to read the Old Testament and the stories from the past?
Well, there are many reasons. One of the most important reasons is to learn about God’s character. See, if
you read this story, then you know for a fact, that God is faithful. You also already know that God is neverchanging. That means that the powerful God who parted the sea to rescue His people is the same God who
takes care of you and your family every day. Yesterday, today, and tomorrow. Nothing can ever change
that.

Questions
3-5-yr-olds

1st-3rd graders

4th-6th graders

When the people were afraid,
what did Moses do? What should
you do when you’re scared?

What are some of the reasons
why it is important to read the
Old Testament? What did you
learn about God’s character from
the story we read?

Does God’s plan of rescue from
this story remind you of another
great plan of rescue that we read
about in the New Testament?
Read John 14:6 and see if you can
find the answer there. “Jesus
answered, “I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through
me.” (John 14:6)

Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank you for revealing your character to us through Scripture. We know you are
faithful. We know you always come to the rescue if we are in trouble. Just like you were faithful to rescue
the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, you are faithful to rescue us from slavery to sin. Please, help us
always remember that you are with us every minute, and nothing can separate us from your love. Amen.

