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Young Adults Ministry
For young adults, the summer is often an 
important moment of transition into new 
education, new careers, and new homes. The 
change from undergrad to full-time employment 
or from one city to the other can be a lonely one. 
At FPCJ, we as young adults and as an entire 
church family have to be on the lookout for those 
new to our city, those looking for a church home, 
or those coming back again from time away. Our 
focus within the young adult community at FPCJ 
is becoming public Christians, always looking for 

opportunity to minister to those outside our 
church family in both word and deed. A public 
Christian lives a lifestyle entirely governed by the 
fact of Christ’s redemption and makes choices 
like where to live, what to say, how to work, and 
who to talk to, all from an identity found in the 
body of Christ. Please join us in looking and 
seeking opportunities to bring in young adults in 
Jackson who are searching for God, searching for 
a church family, and searching for real friendship.

Young adults at the spring crawfish boil.



PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE | by Gary Sinclair

“We go to First Presbyterian Day 
School, a Kingdom School. We exalt 
the name of Jesus...We will be called 
oaks of righteousness, a planting of the 
Lord for the display of His splendor.” 
So goes the beginning and the end 
of the Day School’s ‘Declaration,’ and 
I can hear many of you reciting the 
rest of those words in your minds, as 
you were reading them. That’s the 
profound and lasting impact of a 
statement, especially one of faith! A 
statement verbally repeated but visibly 
observed, daily, in the lives of those 
who love God and love our children. 
Who can fathom the cumulative 
impact that the ministry of First 
Presbyterian Church has had through 
the Day School? A ministry where 
thousands upon thousands of boys 
and girls have entered through these 
doors, heard the glorious message of 
the Gospel, and gone on to impact 
family and society for Christ.

In May, FPDS completed fifty-three 
years in God’s kind providence. It was a 
wonderful year under the leadership of 
the new Head of School, Brian Smith, 
and the Lord continues to do great 
things for His Kingdom. It was also 
a year to be reminded of our being 
“Rooted...in Christ.” In fact, if you were 
to shout out Colossians 2 verse 6 and 
7, you may have a number of students 
and staff respond with “Therefore, as 
you received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk in Him, rooted and built up 
in Him and established in the faith, 
just as you were taught, abounding 
in thanksgiving.” But not just the 
lyrics, you may even get the motions 
too. Both words and motions were 
emblazoned upon everyone’s heart 
and mind, and even in this short 
period of time we’ve heard glorious 
testimonies of how God has used the 
Truth of His Word to teach and correct 
the saints, young and old. What a 
faithful God we serve! His kindness and 
goodness in grace is unfathomable!

Well, as we enter our 54th year of 
education and ministry, and as with 
every new year, there are a number 
of changes in the body of teachers. 
We have had to bid farewell to Cindy 
Addison, Claire Bowman, Pam Burt, 
Kristi Chovet, Allison Grubbs, Pet 

Guthrie, Rebecca Heigle, Antonio 
Mazuecos, Allison Morris, LeAnne 
Pitman, Mary Elizabeth Ferriss (nee 
Randolph), and Melissa Tullos. Some 
retired, some got married, some had 
babies, and others moved on to other 
areas of ministry. Thank you to each 
one! We praise God for your faithful 
commitment to the Lord and this 
school over the years! 

We also get to celebrate the Lord’s 
provision in sending new teachers to 
FPDS. Starting in the new school year 
will be Abigail Burrow, Dea Bowling, 
Victoria Earnhart, Mandi Easterling, 
Molly Eastland, Brittany Gecina, Kristina 
Laird, Louise Ann McNamara, Amy 
Schelver, and Leanna Shay. Please 
could I ask the members of FPC to keep 
all these transitions in your prayer, as 
well as the administration staff as they 
prepare for the new school year.

Three tangible ways to support FPDS 
are 1) attend our 45th annual Holiday 
Potpourri event (more information to 
follow soon); 2) clip Box Tops and drop 
them by the school office; and 3) enroll 
in Kroger Community Rewards by 
visiting krogercommunityrewards.com 
(enter First Presbyterian Day School or 
account RJ402).

Once again, thank you for your 
continued prayers and support of our 
teachers and administration. We are 
grateful to the Lord for His continued 
blessing as we continue our mission 
of planting seeds of Christlikeness, 
pursuing academic excellence, and 
preparing students for future service 
in God’s kingdom in their homes, 
churches, and professions. 

Missionaries of 
the Month

Sarah G — serves with Audubon Bible Church 
in Jackson where she seeks to show hospitality 
to people from around the world who live, 
study, and work in the Jackson Metro Area.  
She is also a recipient of hospitality and 
thankful for the blessings of cross-cultural 
friendships.
- Pray for continued open doors, favor, 
meaningful conversations, and wisdom about 
plans, including future travel opportunities.

Becky White — Serving with Mission to the 
World in Asia. For more information, please 
contact the Mission Department. 
Prayer Requests:
- Rejoice that many students are growing up 
in the Lord at Christ’s College Taipei as they 
participate in classes, chapel, Gospel outreach, 
etc.  It’s exciting to be a part of God’s work in 
student lives and to see the tremendous and 
unique potential we have of impacting Asia.
- For health, wisdom, family, etc.
- For good marketing ideas to reach more 
Taiwan M.O.E. students; for ways to recruit at 
local churches and high schools.
- For the board, its president, administrators, 
and the need for the next generation of 
leaders, including a chaplain and counselor.

Bentley & Sarah Love Crawford — serves as the 
RUF Campus Minister at Belhaven University.  
Email Bentley.crawford@ruf.org
Prayer Requests:
- That the Lord would richly bless their 
fundraising efforts over the summer.
- For the Lord’s work in the hearts of the 22 
students they are taking to RUF Summer 
Conference this year.
- For the Lord’s help over the summer as 
Bentley prays, studies, and prepares material 
for the upcoming fall and spring semesters. 
- For the Lord’s blessing on them as a family as 
they seek to move into a home in the Belhaven 
neighborhood and get settled there this 
summer. 

First Presbyterian Day School
Fifty-Four Years of Serving Christ in Jackson  



Although Vacation Bible School is over, two parts that will 
resound for a long time are the prayers and participation by our 
FPC community. 

The impact of prayers for VBS were felt and seen before 
and during VBS week.  Prayers were raised for safety, for 
new relationships to be forged, existing relationships to be 
strengthened, and most importantly for the gospel to be 
proclaimed.  The gospel was presented to the children in 
the songs they sang, the skit they watched, the Bible lessons 
they heard, the crafts they made, and the pages they colored.  
Each aspect reinforced the theme Walk with Jesus based 
on Colossians 1:10 “Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully 
pleasing to him, rooted and built up in him and established in 
the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.”  
The daily Bible lesson focused on a word that exemplifies 
Walking with Jesus through Receiving, Believing, Walking, 
Obeying, and Thanking.  

Another blessing for VBS was the adult and teen helper 
participation.  Our church body had almost 200 adult 
volunteers who helped before, during, and after the program.  
Many members worked behind the scenes recruiting others, 
preparing music, creating crafts, donating supplies, providing 

FPC FINANCIAL INFORMATION

refreshments, painting sets for the skit, creating decorated 
walkways and bulletin boards. Over 100 volunteers were the 
table teachers, mentoring and investing in the children at 
their table. And the teen helpers provided wonderful vitality 
in each department. 

This year’s offering supports PEARSON Foundation, a FPC 
supported ministry.  The gift of $2,194.50 will help Jarvis 
Ward, Director of PEARSON Foundation, to purchase a 
vehicle for transporting children to necessary resource 
centers. FPC had many visitors participating in VBS.  Of 
the 478 children who attended, 200 were visitors who 
represented over 60 different churches.  

Thanks to VBS Director Paige Burke!  For almost a year she 
planned, prayed, and prepared for the week of Bible School.  
Paige’s assistant was Cassie Graves who helped shoulder the 
responsibility of ensuring Bible School ran smoothly.  Thank 
you Paige and Cassie!

For a fun way to view the VBS week through images and 
stories created by our sixth graders, check out the Blog at 
fpcvbs.wordpress.com. Finally, the VBS Lost & Found box 
located at the Info Desk has several children’s crafts and 
pictures that were left from VBS week.

          

Our Operating Account is $125,721.41 as of 5/31/2019. Our Capital  
Contingency Fund Account has a balance of $325,243.17. This account
is for the maintenance of church property. For the month of May
2019,  we had the following receipts and expenditures:

RECEIPTS: EXPENSES:

Freewill Offerings 78,822.08$      Operating Expenses 39,418.11$          
Plate Offerings 2,703.81 Administration Expenses 371,680.93
Tithes & Offerings 341,783.92 Capital Improvements 20,833.33
Interest Income 1,828.65 Twin Lakes 8,840.84
Misc. Income 11,660.52 Denominational Giving 7,671.85

Worship 7,566.72
ACTUAL INCOME 436,798.98 Women & Children 6,441.73

Young Adults 3,639.99
Discipleship Ministry -65.50
Congregational Care 2,935.54
Mission & Outreach 3,812.67
Students & Families 23,590.85
Benevolence 73,256.24
ACTUAL EXPENSES 569,623.30

May 2019 Expenses over Receipts $132,824.32

Year-to-Date 2019 Expenses over Receipts $461,466.19

Finance Report
Finance Committee

2017 2018 2019

JANUARY ($199,589) ($176,331) ($127,892)
FEBRUARY ($345,494) ($322,518) ($351,151)
MARCH ($384,988) ($404,898) ($381,565)
APRIL ($313,095) ($485,496) ($328,642)
MAY ($399,384) ($566,435) ($461,466)
JUNE ($488,996) ($900,411)
JULY ($568,529) ($799,834)
AUGUST ($495,040) ($872,184)
SEPTEMBER ($642,835) ($901,207)
OCTOBER ($715,907) ($1,039,318)
NOVEMBER ($814,134) ($1,107,546)
DECEMBER $70,721 $83,691

Comparative Receipts Net of Expenses
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Vacation Bible School 2019
“Walk with Jesus”
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SOCIAL MEDIA and INTERNET
Web Page: www.fpcjackson.org 
Twitter: @FPCJxnMS
Facebook: @Firstpresjackson
Instagram: @fpcjackson
Look for the FPC Jackson app

MAIN PHONE
Phone: (601) 353-8316 
Fax: (601) 326-9250

MINISTERS
Senior Minister    David Strain
Executive Minister   Ralph Kelley
Music Minister    Bill Wymond
Congregational Care  Billy Dempsey
Pastoral Care    Wiley Lowry and Brister Ware
Mission/Outreach    Ed Hartman
Discipleship   David Felker
Young Adults/College   Cory Brock
FPDS Chaplain   Gary Sinclair

Contact Us
DEPARTMENT HEADS
Women/Children  Donna Dobbs
Students/Families  Stephen Biggs

The First Epistle is a monthly publication mailed at 
the beginning of the month. 
Submit articles: Mary Ball, at maryb@fpcjackson.org. 
Church member in the hospital, births, and deaths: 
Lynn Smith at (601) 353-8316. 
Change of address or name: Marie Phillips at 
mariep@fpcjackson.org or (601) 973-9101.

TELEVISION: 

Sundays 10:00 a.m. WLBT TV3 

Jackson, MS and 

WBIH TV Prattville, AL

RADIO:

Sundays 9:30 a.m.: WYAB 103.9

LIVE STREAM:

fpcj.ms/livestream

OUR BROADCASTS

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The First Epistle
1390 North State Street
Jackson, MS 39202-2095

Address Service Requested

“First Presbyterian Church of Jackson exists to glorify God by making disciples on the North State Street 
corridor, in the greater Jackson area, and around the world.”        

FPCJ Vision                                 

Karen Fairley is 
the Administrative 
Assistant for the 
Worship Department. 
She is a native of 
Mendenhall, MS, 
and completed 
her Bachelor of 
Arts degrees in 
Communication, 
Broadcasting, and 
Public Relations from 

Mississippi State University.  During 
her time at MSU, she was heavily 
involved with the Athletic Department 
as a Student Assistant and also part 
of the University Choir. Karen attends 
St. Mary MB Church and is the Co-
Director of the Mass Choir.  

Leslie Roby is the 
Administrative 
Assistant to the 
Senior Minister.  A 
native of Florence, 
MS, she received 
her AS in Marketing 
Management from 
Hinds Community 
College and BA 
in History from 
Mississippi University 

for Women.  She has worked in Executive 
& Office Management, Accounting, & 
Public Relations over the last 17 years in 
Columbus, MS, and Memphis, TN.  Leslie 
attends Briar Hill Baptist Church in 
Florence.
  

New Staff Members



July 2019 at FPC
Sundays at FPC

Week of June 30 - July 6

Week of July 7-13

1 - Young Adults Trivia Night at Brent’s
3 - No Activties but Adult Choir
4 - Church Offices Closed

8 - Diaconate and Session Meetings
9 - Women’s Book Club
8-13  - Senior High RYM

 Morning  - Dempsey
 Evening - Felker
   

 Morning  - Lowry
 Evening - Felker
 

 Morning  - Brock 
 Evening  - Felker 

 Morning - Kelley
 Evening - Felker

Week of July 14-20
14 - Communion
16 - Young Adults House Talks

Week of July 21-27
21 - Baptism
30 - Young Adults Hymn Sing

In Loving Sympathy
 

Prayers and loving sympathy go to 
◊ The family and friends of Betty 

Edwards.
◊ Joey Perkins in the death of 

his mother.
◊ Ann Toy Gathings in the death 

of her mother.
◊ The family and friends of June 

Gates.
◊ Ron Taylor in the death of his 

father. Also the grandgather of 
Ross Taylor.

◊ Stephen Kruger in the death 
of his mother. Also the 
grandmother of Baxter Kruger.

◊ Gibby McSpadden in the 
death of his son.

◊ Henry Williams in the death of 
his mother.

◊ The family and friends of 
Marilyn Collins.

◊ Cindy McMullen in the death 
of her mother.

◊ Deery Walker in the death of 
her father.

Welcome to Our World
“Zoe-Grace” Pendergrass Babu 

born June 10 
to Abhishikth and Patricia

Pray for One Another

Miss Mackenzie Hemphill
Mr. Chris Henderson

Miss Jane Claire Henderson
Mr. Garrett Henderson

Miss Jennybeth Hendrick
Dr. and Mrs. Sam (Elizabeth) 

Hensley
Mr. and Mrs. George (Sandi) 

Henson
Dr. and Mrs. Zeb (Anna) Henson 

and family
Mrs. Rick (Terri) Herr

Mr. Woody Herrin
Mr. and Mrs. Gary (Jerri) Herring
Dr. and Mrs. Joel (Susan) Herring 

and family
Mrs. Paige Hertel

Mr. and Mrs. Doug (Janet) Hester
Mr. and Mrs. John Eric (Dee Dee) 

Hester and family
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas (Courtney) 

Hewitt and family
Mr. and Mrs. Joe (Wendy) Hickman 

and family

No Wednesday Evening Dinner or 
Activities

Breakfast for Dinner
German baked eggs
Grits
Sausage patties
Smoked sausage
Cinnamon Rolls
Fresh fruit
Kids: corn dogs

Midweek Menus

“Wing Ding”
Fried chicken wings with choices of 
dipping sauces
GF option: Maple bacon wings
Potato salad
Cole slaw w/Cider vinaigrette
Ice cream
Sugar free pie
Kids: same

3

10

17

Hamburgers and Hot dogs
with all the fixins
Ice cream
Sugar free pie

24

Menus are subject to change.

Smoked sausage poboy with 
peppers and onions OR
Fried Catfish poboy with fixins
Ice cream
Sugar free pie
Kids: pizza

31

7

28

21

14



Pastoral Care

Women & 
Children

Midweek 

Baptism
The next baptism is scheduled 

for Sunday, July 21.  To make your 
reservation, please contact Marie 

Phillips at mariep@fpcjackson.org

Volunteers Needed
The Children’s Ministry is actively 
recruiting member volunteers for 

the upcoming Sunday School term 
which begins Sunday, September 1.  
If you enjoy working with children, 

being a table teacher, leading music, 
playing the piano or teaching Bible 

lessons, we have a spot for you! 
Substitutes are provided to allow for 

times when volunteers 
need to be away.  

Volunteers of all ages are welcome; 
you do not have to be a parent. 

Please consider serving in this way!
Questions? 

Contact Kimberly Wilkins at 
kimberlyw@fpcjackson.org

Churchwide Women’s 
Book Club

The Freedom of Self-Forgetfulness 
by Tim Keller

July 9 | 6:00 - 8:30 | Patterson Hall

Moderator: Shirley Windham

We will gather to share a meal, 
fellowship, and discuss the book 

The Freedom of Self-Forgetfulness 
by Tim Keller.  It is a very short, but 

very rich read!  Salad and grilled 
chicken will be provided - please 

bring your favorite salad topping or 
dressing to share!  

Books are available in the 
bookstore for $5.00. Contact Lisa 

Oswalt (lisao@fpcjackson.org) 
to register.

Midweek in July
Join us for Midweek in July!  

Midweek is an opportunity to break 
from your usual weeknight routine 
and to join our church family for a 
refreshing evening of fellowship 
and spiritual formation between 

Sundays. Our meal is from 5:00 to 
6:15 PM and is a casual time with 
families and friends gathering at 
a table together to share dinner, 
breaking up the busyness of the 

week.

There will be no Midweek activities 
July 3.

Join us July 10 for a special 
Breakfast for Dinner menu!

First Pres Forum
God and Anxiety

Led by Cory Brock
Miller Hall | 6:30 PM

All Ages

We know anxiety well. W.H. Auden, 
in 1957, coined the phrase the "age 

of anxiety" to describe the most 
common problem of the modern 

psyche. Anxiety creeps up on us and 
seems to capture our hearts and 

imagination in the face of all types of 
circumstances. Unchecked, it spirals 

and compounds, morphing into a 
fierce beast. Who is the God who 

can bring "consolation of joy to the 
soul"?  Join us at First Pres Forum 
each week in June and July as we 
explore who is the God who can 

bring "consolation of joy to the soul" 
and what does Scripture teach on 

the relation between the living God, 
human nature, and the struggles of 

deep anxiety. 

Children's Ministry
Open Playground | 5:30

M122 and M123 | 6:30
Rising 4-year-olds - Sixth grade

This summer we'll discuss the 
greatest story ever told.  Our king is 
the greatest of all time.  Our hero, 

Jesus, saves like no other in history.  
The terrible villain is defeated.  The 
best part of all...the story is true!  All 

rising 4 year olds-6th graders are 
invited to come on Wednesday 

nights from 6:30-7:30.  If you have 
any questions, 

annah@fpcjackson.org.

Junior High D Groups
Youth House | 6:00 PM

Rising Seventh – Tenth Grade

Pizza in the Youth House at 6:00. 
Teaching series at 6:30. Games in the 

gym after teaching until 7:30.

Senior High Students
Join the youth staff for dinner in 

Miller Hall any time between 5:30-
6:15, and then stay as we attend the 

First Pres Forum.

FPC Vision Night
August 7
Miller Hall
6:30 PM

More info to follow.

Midweek at Laurel Park
Save the date!

August 14
5 - 8 PM

More info to follow.


