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Carols
in the park

North Parking Lot   5:30 - 7:30 pm
A neighborhood Christmas gathering with free food, music, carols, brass band,

live animals,  kids’ activities, and more for the whole family.

For more information contact Jo Lynn Mayfield at missiondepartment@fpcjackson.org.

Music of Christmas
December 15

4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Look inside for 
more information 

on these events 
and many more 
opportunities for 
men, women, and 
children over the 

next month.

Please join us!



Missionaries of 
the Month

Harauki & Asami Odate – serving as a pastoral 
intern with the Japan Presbyterian Mission.  
The Odates have three children, Hatsuho (6), 
Niji (4), Torah (2) and a fourth child to be born 
in March, 2020
Pray:

• For Harauki as he will be ordained on 
December 1.
• For his wife who is pregnant with their 
fourth child, pray for good health for her.
• For their visit in the States.

Our Music of Christmas Services 
will be on Sunday, December 15, at 
4:00 and 6:00 p.m. This year marks 
the forty-seventh anniversary of our 
annual Lessons and Carols Service. 
Year after year, these services have 
been the best attended of any we 
have had. Visitors come not only 
from the community but from 
other cities surrounding Jackson. At 
Christmas folks really do want to hear 
choirs singing. This desire to hear 
the music of Christmas presents a 
wonderful evangelistic opportunity 
for our church members as they can 
invite co-workers, neighbors, and 
friends. The Gospel is clearly heard 
in the scriptures that are read and 
in the anthems and carols that are 
sung. As well, a first invitation to hear 
the music and scriptures opens up 
the possibility for future invitations 
to attend preaching services. 

The Lessons and Carols format, now 
adopted by many churches, has 
been the constant in our services 
from the beginning. The music 
changes but the scriptural format 
stays the same. Its simple narrative 

Sam & Sarah Tyson Husband – serving as a 
church planter in Memphis, TN. The Husbands 
have two children, Sam (7) and Luke (5)
Pray:

• Sam & Sarah just moved in their target 
area and are getting their “feet wet” in 
the new neighborhood – which according 
to one of their neighbors is the only 
successfully integrated neighborhood 
in Memphis.  Pray for more connections 
to be made and gospel hospitality to be 
extended from their table and many other 
tables in the area.
• For both of their boys to grow in God’s 
love for them and others.  Also, for their 
hearts and for Christian friends.  They long 
for them to love Jesus and His Church.
• In January, they will start gathering folks 
interested in what they are doing to pray 
together and learn more about their vision.  
Pray for the right partner to come on board 
with the church plant.  
• For their fundraising efforts

of God’s love expressed through the 
prophecies about the coming of the 
Savior and their fulfillment in the 
birth of Jesus never fails to touch the 
heart.

We are most fortunate to be able 
to call upon the members of the 
Mississippi Symphony to be our 
orchestra. Their exquisite orchestra 
selections and accompaniments of 
our choir transport us to a higher 
level of musical performance. The  
choir folks  have been hard  at  work 
for many weeks preparing this 
musical and worship feast for our 
church family and friends.

They look forward to leading  in 
worship at this special  time of 
the year, so by all means do invite 
your family, business associates, 
and friends. At this time First 
Presbyterian is at its festive best, 
the  word of God will be read and 
beautiful music will be offered. A 
nursery will be provided for children 
up to four years of age. 

Nell Chinchen – serving with African Bible 
College as the Director of Communications for 
the four radio stations
Pray:

• For more professors at the colleges.
• For the radio ministry; one of the stations 
have trouble staying on the air; one is 
attempting to expand.
• For Nell as she travels.

by Bill Wymond

The Glorious Music of Christmas

Pastor’s Perspective

Read and Receive
2020

Be on the look out 

for Social Media 

posts with information 

on a plan to read the 

Bible through with

other church members.

Bookstore Open 
House

December 14
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Free gift wrap 
& 

Refreshments



Session Minutes
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SESSION OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
MONDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2019 AT 7:00 P.M.
I. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:
• Charles Marchman was introduced and gave a report on his work and ministry 
as Students & Families Intern.  
II.   SPECIAL ORDER:  
• The nominees for Deacon were examined by the Session and approved 
(together with those nominees who could not attend this meeting and 
approved by the special commission previously appointed by the Session) to 
stand for election at the congregational meeting called for October 27, 2019.  
III. ACTION ITEMS WERE APPROVED AS FOLLOWS:
A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
• The minutes of September 9, 2019, and the minutes of October 6, 2019, were 
approved.   
B. CONGREGATIONAL CARE:
• A wedding on March 21, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, with the reception 
away from the Church was approved.
C. DISCIPLESHIP:
• A Men’s Ministry Christmas Lunch Gathering  on Tuesday, December 12, 2019, 
in Miller Hall, with Harry Reeder speaking, was approved.
• Abhishikth Babu and Bill Lash were approved as Sunday School teachers.
• Susan Tyner was approved to speak at a Parenting Workshop to be held on 
January 8, 2020.
• Kyle York was approved to speak at a Men’s Ministry event to be held on 
November 7, 2019 at the Ag Museum.
• Dr. Jonathan Gibson was approved to speak at the Midsouth Men’s Rally to be 
held on January 31, 2020.  
D. MISSION/OUTREACH:
• The following MTW Committee recommendations were approved: 
1. That Josh and Gina Rieger receive a one-time gift to help pay for their “green 
cards” which will allow them to remain indefinitely.
2. That Cannon Craft be approved to join the Twin Lake Trujillo, Peru trip in 
December 2019.

E. STEWARDSHIP:
• The 2020 budget was approved.  
F. WORSHIP:
• The change of date from April 5, 2020, to April 12, 2020, for communion at the 
morning worship service was approved.
• The dates for communion at the evening worship services in 2020 on 
February 23, May 31, August 23, and November 22, were approved.
G. STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE:
• The Session approved the recommendation of the Strategic Planning 
Committee to rename the Strategic Planning Committee as the Church 
Health Committee and the recommended description of the Church Health 
Committee.
• The Session approved the recommendation of the Strategic Planning 
Committee (now Church Health Committee) to create a new Diaconate-
Session committee named the Space Utilization Committee.  
H. MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:
• The requests of Ruling Elders Dr. John Buchanan and Dr. Harry Fulcher to be 
granted emeritus status were approved.
• The resignation of Guy Davant from the Diaconate was approved.
• A motion to authorize the Moderator to appoint a search committee for the 
vacant Business Administrator position was approved.
I. SESSION REPORT:
• Baptisms:  The Session approved and ratified the baptisms of the following 
non-communing members by means of baptisms administered in accordance 
with Chapter 56 of the Book of Church Order at public worship services of First 
Presbyterian Church of Jackson, Mississippi on September 15, 2019:  Susanna 
Louise Bock, Sutton Elizabeth McGraw, Luke Lowry West, and Anna Joyner 
Worley.

“As each has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another, as good stewards 
of God’s varied grace...in order that 
in everything God may be glorified 

through Jesus Christ.”
1 Peter 4:10-11

We can plan to do more gospel 
ministry with your commitment for 
2020. If you have not turned in your 
stewardship commitment card, you 

may place it in the offering plate during 
worship services. You may also pledge 

electronically by visiting our church 
app and clicking on “Giving,” then 

“Pledge.” To date, we have received 283 
stewardship commitments for a total of 

$3,381,528.64.

Stewardship 
Together

2020

In Loving Sympathy
 

Prayers and loving sympathy go to 
◊ Ty Hardy in the death of his 

mother.
◊ The family and friends of Judy  

Ellison.
◊ The family and friends of J.T. 

Noblin.
◊ Mary Trunnell (nursery staff) in 

the death of her son.
◊ Gaynell Ainsworth in the death 

of her mother.
◊ The family and friends of 

Margaret Youngblood.
◊ Nancy Fyke and Camille 

Jeffcoat in the death of their 
brother.

◊ The family and friends of 
Eloise Miller.

◊ The family and friends of 
Marjorie Holmes.

Welcome to Our 
World

“Owen” Price Nicholson 
born November 4 

to *Carlee and *Hunter

*FPC members
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SOCIAL MEDIA and INTERNET
Web Page: www.fpcjackson.org 
Twitter: @FPCJxnMS
Facebook: @Firstpresjackson
Instagram: @fpcjackson
Look for the FPC Jackson app

MAIN PHONE
Phone: (601) 353-8316 
Fax: (601) 326-9250

MINISTERS
Senior Minister    David Strain
Executive Minister   Ralph Kelley
Music Minister    Bill Wymond
Congregational Care  Billy Dempsey
Pastoral Care    Wiley Lowry and Brister Ware
Mission/Outreach    Ed Hartman
Discipleship   David Felker
Young Adults/College   Cory Brock
FPDS Chaplain   Gary Sinclair

Contact Us
DEPARTMENT HEADS
Women/Children  Donna Dobbs
Students/Families  Stephen Biggs

The First Epistle is a monthly publication mailed at 
the beginning of the month. 
Submit articles: Mary Ball, at maryb@fpcjackson.org. 
Church member in the hospital, births, and deaths: 
Lynn Smith at (601) 353-8316. 
Change of address or name: Marie Phillips at 
mariep@fpcjackson.org or (601) 973-9101.

TELEVISION: 

Sundays 10:00 a.m. WLBT TV3 

Jackson, MS and 

WBIH TV Prattville, AL

RADIO:

Sundays 9:30 a.m.: WYAB 103.9

LIVE STREAM:

fpcj.ms/livestream

OUR BROADCASTS

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The First Epistle
1390 North State Street
Jackson, MS 39202-2095

Address Service Requested

“First Presbyterian Church of Jackson exists to glorify God by making disciples on the North State Street 
corridor, in the greater Jackson area, and around the world.”        

FPCJ Vision                                 



December 2019 at FPC

Week of December 1-7

Week of December 8-14

12/1 Preaching: Strain (a.m.) and Lowry (p.m.)
12/4 Children’s Choir Christmas Pageant (6:30 p.m.)
12/5 Junior High Progressive Dinner (5:30 p.m.)
12/6&7 Belhaven Singing Christmas Tree

12/8 Preaching: Strain (a.m.) and Hartman (p.m.)
12/8 Senior High Insight Christmas Party (7:30 p.m.)
12/11 No Midweek Activities or Dinner
12/12 Men’s Ministry Lunch (11:45 a.m.)
12/14 Bookstore Open House (10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.)

Week of December 15-21
12/15 Preaching: Strain (a.m.)
12/15 Music of Christmas (4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.)
12/16 Young Adults Christmas Soiree (6:30 p.m.)
12/16 No Midweek Activities or Dinner
12/17 Women’s Ministry Christmas Dinner (6:00 p.m.)
12/18 Carols in the Park(ing Lot) (5:30 p.m.)

Week of December 22-28
12/22 Preaching: Strain (a.m.) and Brock (p.m.)
12/23 Bookstore Closed until January 2
12/24 Church Offices Closed
12/24 Family Carols Service (4:00 p.m.)
12/25 Church Offices Closed 
12/25 No Midweek Activities or Dinner

Pray for One Another

Miss Stacey Houston
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Howard

Mrs. Diana Howie
Mr. William Hubbard

Mr. and Mrs. James (Ann) Huff
Mrs. Larry (Buena Lee) Huff

Mr. and Mrs. Graham (Eleanor) 
Hughes

Mrs. Bill (Mary Ann) Hughes
Mrs. Robbie Hughes

Mr. Fain Hughes
Mrs. Kicker Hull

Ms. Margaret Hull
Mrs. Laurin Hume

Mr. Jim Hurley
Mr. and Mrs. Blair (Jean) Hurst 

and family
Mr. and Mrs. Paul (Fair) Hurst 

and family
Mr. and Mrs. Warren (Laura) 

Husband
Mrs. Genie Hyde
Miss Jan Hyde

Mrs. Lorraine Van Hersh
Miss Missy ingels

Miss Lauren Ingram
Miss Allyn Inzinna

Week of December 29 - January 4
12/29 Preaching: Dempsey (a.m.) and Hartman (p.m.)
12/29 Winter Grace Service (6:00 p.m.)
12/31 Church Offices Open
1/1 Church Offices Closed
1/1 No Midweek Activities or Dinner

Midweek Menus

All items marked with “GF” are gluten 
free meaning that these items do not 
contain wheat nor contain seasonings with 
wheat.  Please remember that these items 
have been prepared in a kitchen that also 
prepares menu items that do contain gluten.  
If you need clarification of ingredients or 
preparation practices, please do not hesitate 
to ask our church hostess, Elizabeth Bush.

No Midweek Dinner or 
Activities

December 11-January 1, 2020

Pot Roast
Honey Glazed Carrots GF
Mashed Potatoes GF
Roasted Broccoli GF
Yeast Rolls/Biscuits
Kids: Pizza Sticks

4



Men’s Ministry

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9
CIRCLE 2 Marian Kennedy

10:00 a.m. – home of Maury Ball
2438 Culleywood Road, Jackson    

CIRCLE 3 Sam Simkins
10:00 a.m. – home of Sam Simkins

5016 Stanton Drive, Jackson

CIRCLE 4 Bess Corbitt and Rebecca Redman
10:00 a.m. – Church Parlor

CIRCLE 6 Rhonda Baird
6:30 p.m. – home of Beth Archer

2257 East Northside Drive, Jackson

CIRCLE 8 Janie Purvis and Jan Wade
9:30 a.m. – The Orchard Lounge

CIRCLE 14 Susan Turner and Georgia Miller
12:00 Noon – WH 202

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10
CIRCLE 9 Karen Crawford and Grace Toler

10:00 a.m. – Church Parlor

CIRCLE 10 Diana Howie
10:00 a.m. – home of Patty Roper

717 White Oak Circle, Flowood

CIRCLE 11 Frenchie Graham and Ruth Tant
10:30 a.m. – home of Frenchie Graham

4005 Cabell Lane, Jackson

CIRCLE 12 Nina Johnston and Janet Quayle
10:00 a.m.  – St. Catherine’s, Marian Hall

Circles Children’s 
Choir 

Children’s 
Ministry

Parenting Workshop
Wednesday, January 8, 5:30 -7:30 PM, 
Miller Hall

Whether you are longing to be a parent, 
parenting a newborn baby, guiding 
teenagers through high school, learning 
how to parent adult children, entering 
an easy phase of family life or a difficult 
one, we hope that this evening will prove 
an encouraging time for learning and 
growing together in one of our most 
important roles.  The evening will include 
dinner and a large group led by Sandy 
Willson, as well as smaller breakout 
sessions to address more specific phases 
of parenting.  For more information and 
to register, visit https://fpcj.ms/parenting.

Children’s Sunday School
This past spring, our Missions in May 
children filled 84 Operation Christmas 
Child shoeboxes.  The Children’s Sunday 
School Christmas offering collected 
in December will fund the shipment 
of these boxes.  Please pray for the 
recipients of these boxes and encourage 
your child to bring money to Sunday 
School.        

Communicant Class
A new Communicant Class for sixth, 
seventh and eighth grade students 
who are interested in joining First 
Presbyterian Church will be held Jaunary 
5, 12, 19, and 26, 2020 from 4:45–5:30 in 
Miller Hall 205A.  To register your student 
or for questions contact Kimberly Wilkins 
at kimberlyw@fpcjackson.org or 601-973-
9105.

Men’s Lunch Gathering
Thursday, December 12, 11:45 AM 
Miller Hall

Men, make plans to join us Thursday, 
December 12, at 11:45 a.m., in Miller Hall, 
to hear from Dr. Harry Reeder.  There is 
no need for advanced registration, and 
$6 will be taken at the event for our fried 
chicken lunch.  Contact Jenny Sanders 
at discipleship@fpcjackson.org with 
questions.

Women’s 
MinistryDiscipleship

Christmas Pageant
The Children's Choirs Christmas Pageant 
will be held on Wednesday, December 4 
at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. The children 
have been diligently practicing and 
are ready to sing the Christmas story 
for you!   The children participating will 
need to be in their choir rooms no later 
than 6:00pm that evening. Also, there 
will be no playground/gym playtime on 
December 4

Women's Ministry 
Christmas Dinner 

"Go Tell It On The Mountain"
December 17, 2019  

6:00 - 6:30  Appetizers 
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - Dinner & 

Program 
 

Please join us for an evening of fun and 
fellowship at our traditional Christmas 
gathering.  Ashley Smith will be our 
devotional speaker and will help us 
think through ways we can see our 
own busyness, especially at this most 
wonderful time of the year, as a potential 
hindrance to our own devotional lives 
and witness. 
 
The cost is $8.00 and will be taken at the 
door.  The meal will be naturally gluten-
free.  Nursery is available by request at 
the time of registration for children ages 
4 and under.
 
To ensure your meal is reserved, please 
register by the deadline - Thursday, 
December 12.  You may register via the 
FPC app or website or you may contact 
the church at 601-973-9115 or lisao@
fpcjackson.org

Gateway Christmas Party
Share Christmas joy by providing sweet 
or salty treats for the Gateway Christmas 
Party on December 18.  Items needed are 
cakes, cookies, pies, bars, cupcakes, or 
any salty snack.  Items may be dropped 
off Tuesday, December 17 in WH 202A 
from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m..  Please be sure 
items are clearly labeled for Gateway.  
For more information, please contact 
Margaret Tohill.

Support Group
If you are struggling with alcohol or other 
chemical dependence and would like 
to get together with people who share 
the same struggles, we have a small and 
very safe group that meets regularly 
for just that purpose. This discreet, 
weekly meeting is one of friendship, 
encouragement, and biblical reflection. 
Personal anonymity is very important 
at this meeting. For more information, 
please call or text 601-260-1636. Also, 
twice each month a group of those 
who have loved ones who struggle with 
addiction/alcoholism meet for a time 
of mutual encouragement and Christ-
centered counsel. Anonymity is required. 
For more information concerning the 
place and time of these meetings, call or 
text 601-260-0388.

Support 
Group


