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THE LORD’S DAY
The Fifteenth Day of October, Two Thousand Seventeen

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight–Thirty and Eleven O’Clock

The Reverend Dr. David T. A. Strain — Senior Minister
The Reverend Mr. Wiley P. Lowry III — Minister of Pastoral Care

 The Greetings and Announcements (8:25 and 10:55 a.m.)
 The Prelude — “Meditation” .................................................................... Massenet 

Jessica Schmidt, Violin; Rae Shannon, Piano

 The Introit — “Rise Up! Rise and Shine!” ..............................Felix Mendelssohn
 The Call to Worship
‡* The Hymn of Praise No. 165 — “Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim”
‡ The Prayer of Adoration and Confession
‡  The Assurance of Pardon
  The Public Profession of Faith

The Biblical Basis
The Introduction of  New Members
The Questions of Membership
The Prayer
The Declaration
The Blessing

‡* The Hymn No. 648 — “My Jesus, I Love Thee”
	 The	Presentation	of	God’s	Tithes	and	Our	Offerings
	 The	Offertory — “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” ............................. Maker/Harlan

“Beneath the cross of Jesus I long to take my stand,
the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land;
a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way,

from the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of the day.
Upon the cross of Jesus, mine eye at times can see

the very dying form of One who suffered there for me.
And from my contrite heart, with tears, two wonders I confess:

the wonder of His glorious love and my unworthiness.
I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place;

I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of His face;
content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,
my sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross!”

 The Prayer of Illumination
 The Reading of Holy Scripture — 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1 (Pew Bible page 958)
 The Sermon ― Rewire: “Seeking the Advantage of Many” ................. Dr. Strain
‡  The Hymn of Response No. 644 — “May the Mind of Christ My Savior”  
‡ The Benediction
‡  The Response — “Let the Amen Sound from His People Again!” .....Christiansen
 The Postlude 

*The ushers may seat latecomers
‡Congregation standing



EVENING WORSHIP

We are delighted that you are here with us today. 
Our hope is that your understanding and love of 
Jesus Christ will grow because of your visit. To 
answer any questions you might have, please come 
by our Greeting Courtyard through the doors on 
the south side (right side as you face the pulpit) of 
the sanctuary after the 8:30 a.m. or the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service. We would love to meet you.  

To All Our 
Visitors

Six O’Clock
The Reverend Mr. Wiley P. Lowry III —  Minister of Pastoral Care

The Reverend Mr. William E. Dempsey — Minister of Congregational Care

 The Announcements and Words of Preparation (5:55 p.m.)
 The Prelude 
 The Call to Worship
‡* The Hymn No. 302 — “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”
‡  The Invocation
‡* The Evening Hymn No. 246 — “Man of Sorrows! What a Name”    
 The Greetings
 The Evening Prayer — Ruling Elder Tom Rice
 The	Presentation	of	God’s	Tithes	and	Our	Offerings
	 The	Offertory — “Be Thou My Vision” ...................................................Folk Song 

The Student Choir; Rachael Story, Accompanist    

 The Young Children’s Devotional
For children currently in 4-year-old through 3rd grade Sunday School 

The Children’s Catechism 
Q88:  What is the third commandment?  A: The third commandment is “You shall 

not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless who takes His name in vain.”

Q89:  What does the third commandment teach you?  A: To treat God’s name, word 
and works with reverence.

** The Meditation and Prayer ...................... Wiley Lowry, Minister of Pastoral Care

‡* The Evening Hymn No. 508 (Stzs. 1-3) — “Jesus, Lover of My Soul”         
 The Prayer of Illumination 
 The Reading of Holy Scripture — John 1:19-51         (Pew Bible pages 886-887)       
 The Sermon — “Looking for Something Better” ................................ Mr. Lowry
‡ The Benediction 
‡  The Response 

“Plenteous grace with Thee is found, grace to cover all my sin;
let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within:

Thou of life the fountain art, freely let me take of Thee;
spring Thou up within my heart, rise to all eternity.”    

 The Postlude —  “March Heroique” ..............................................Herbert Brewer

*The ushers may seat latecomers
‡Congregation standing
**Children dismissed after the prayer



October 29 
at 

First Presbyterian Church
Vision Sunday

Joint Sunday School 
9:40 a.m.

All adult Sunday School classes will meet in the Sanctuary 
during the regular Sunday School hour as part of stewardship 
season. Make plans to join us for a special program highlighting 
ways the resources you give help change lives through the 
gospel ministries in our church.

Presbytery-wide 
Reformation Anniversary Service

6:00 p.m. 
Join us for a special evening of worship hosted by The 
Presbytery of the Mississippi Valley here at FPCJ to celebrate 
the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s great rediscovery of 
the gospel of free grace. Choirs from several sister churches 
will join us. A special event will be held on the playground 
for all students in grades 7-12 following the service. 



A GUIDE TO THE MORNING SERVICE
The Introduction of New Members

This week we have the happy occasion to receive new members into our church family 
during the morning worship service.

Why must we be members of a local church? The Bible uses metaphors to define “the 
Church.” The Church is one body in Christ. We are all members of the same body, and 
we belong to one another (Romans 12:5). The Church is one family. To be a member 
of any family, we are to be either born in it or adopted into it. Since we are all born as 
“children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:3), we must be adopted; and God has adopted us into 
His community of the Trinity. We have one Father, one Savior and elder Brother, and 
one Spirit of adoption by Whom we are made members of the family (Romans 8:15-
17). Therefore, as Scripture repeatedly addresses us, we are brothers, sisters, fathers, 
and mothers to one another. So, why must we become members of a local church? It is 
because, having been united to Christ, we are necessarily united to all those who are 
united to Him. Therefore, we are entitled to the watchful care, instruction, prayers, and 
government of the church, and other rights and privileges that come with it.

Who can be a member of the church? Any person who is called a Christian by having 
made a credible profession of faith, having been baptized in a Bible-believing church, 
and having been admitted by the Session (the body of elders) to the Lord’s Table can 
be a communing member of First Presbyterian Church. Children of believer(s) are, by 
virtue of their birth in a believing household and in covenant with God, children of 
the covenant. However, they may not partake of the Lord’s Table as a way to protect 
them from eating and drinking judgment upon themselves, if they were to do so in 
an unworthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27-29). Hence, our children are called non-
communing members of the church. We hope that all our covenant children would 
embrace the gospel and become communing members. While only the communing 
members are entitled to all the rights and privileges of the church, all members of the 
church family are, however, entitled to the watchful care, instruction, prayers, and 
government of the church. Having discussed why and who can become members of 
First Presbyterian Church, let us look briefly at the questions for membership:

1. Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly deserving 
His displeasure and without hope, save in His sovereign mercy?

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of sinners, and 
do you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel?

3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ?

4. Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best of your ability?

5. Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the Church, and 
promise to study its purity and peace?

The first three of five questions seek to show to us our hellish plight before God, bring 
us to a point of desperate need for the person and work of Jesus, and rely upon the life-
giving power in none but the Holy Spirit alone. We would do well to bring these grand 
truths of the gospel in our prayers every day. While the first three questions speak of 
our relation to each person of the Godhead, the next two questions speak of our relation 
to the Church of God which the Father loves, the Son died and rose to save, and the 
Spirit now indwells. Since each Person of the Trinity is interested and invested in the 
Church, we who are called by His name must do likewise. May we who are members 
of the covenant community pray for the welfare of the Church and of First Presbyterian 
Church. May we seek to live lives in which the gospel has pervaded every sphere. 
May we be growing disciples seeking to learn more of our God, His great majesty, 
and His magnificent Fatherhood. May we grow as committed members by regularly 
worshiping and seeking to gather with our family as often as opportunities provide us. 
May we be humble followers submitting to the wise leadership and discipline of those 
who care for our souls. May we grow to love the Church of our Lord Jesus Christ.



FPC THIS WEEK

BC - Basement 
         Classroom
CH - College House
LH - Lowe Hall
M - Main Floor

MCR - Ministers 
             Conference 
             Room
MH - Miller Hall
MS - Music Suite

PH - Patterson Hall
YH - Youth House
SC - Study Center
WH - Westminster 
           Hall

HC - Hutton Chapel
LRC - Learning 
            Resource Center
SR - Session Room

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2017
Sunday Prayer for Worship Service — 9:00 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. in M133
 The Learning Resource Center — 9:30 a.m. – 10:40 a.m. (Library only)
 Foundations Class — 9:40 a.m. in M133 (across from bookstore) 
 Children’s Church for 3- and 4-year olds — during 11:00 a.m. 
  worship service in M135MB
 College Lunch —  12:00 noon at the Vollema home (1122 Lyncrest Ave)
  Student Choir Rehearsal — 4:40 p.m. in MS 
 The Learning Resource Center — 5:30 p.m. – 5:55 p.m. (Library only)
 Young Adults Breakfast for Dinner — 7:30 p.m. at the Felker home 
  (2004 Laurel St. in Belhaven)
 Senior High Insight — 7:30 p.m. at the Rogers home (414 Greenwood
  Lane in Ridgeland)  
       
Monday   Circle 14 — 12:00 noon in PH
 Mission First Tutoring — 3:00 p.m.— 5:00 p.m. in SC 210/213
 Students & Families Dinner for Moms — 6:30 p.m. at the Tramel 
  home (4322 Dalrymple Court)
                          
Tuesday “Truth at Dawn” Men’s Bible Study — 6:30 a.m. in PH
 Sew & Sow — 9:00 a.m. in SC211
 The Learning Resource Center — 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
 Women & Children Committee Meeting — 12:00 noon in SC210
 “Christianity Explored” Bible Study — 6:00 p.m. in SC213A  
 Internationals Class — 6:45 p.m. in PH  
                                                                                                                                                                      
Wednesday  MOMS Bible Study (Joshua) — 9:00 a.m. in PH & SC 
 Men’s Bible Study — 10:00 a.m. in Parlor
 The Learning Resource Center — 10:00 a.m. – 6:25 p.m
 MOMS Mentors Luncheon — 11:00 a.m. in SC215
 Parents’ (of 7th - 12th) Prayer Lunch — 12:00 noon at Whole Foods
 Family Night Supper — 5:00 p.m. in LH
 College Dinner & Discussion — 5:15 p.m. in SC211B
 Junior High D Groups — 5:30 p.m. in YH
 Children’s Playtime — 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. in Gym/Playground
 Adult Choir Rehearsal — 5:50 p.m. in MS 
 Chinese Bible Study — 6:00 p.m.  in SC210
 Senior High Small Group Meetings — 6:30 p.m. in Y201 and Y202
 Rico Tice Preaching — 6:30 p.m. in Sanctuary
 Engaged & Newly Married Class — 6:30 p.m. in HC
 Children’s Choirs — 6:30 p.m. in various locations  
                                            
Thursday  Ladies’ Bible Study (Daniel) — 9:00 a.m. in PH & SC
 Ladies’ Bible Study (Hebrews) — 9:45 a.m. in MS
 The Learning Resource Center — 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 Thursday Bible Study Team Lunch — 11:00 a.m. in SC213
 MTW Committee Meeting — 12:00 noon in SC211
 Flower House Event — 5:30 p.m. in Gym
          
Friday     No Scheduled Activities      
              
Saturday    Men’s Prayer Breakfast — 7:30 a.m. in SC211



ANNOUNCEMENTS
II THESSALONIANS 3:1 — “Finally, brethren, pray for us….”

Jon & Olya Powell – Serving with Mission to the World in Ukraine with a church planting team. 
                                       Email: jpowell2407@gmail.com
Latasha Allston – Serving as Campus Ministry Intern with Reformed University Fellowship at Jackson
                                 State University. Email: latasha.allston@ruf.org

FLOWERS
The flowers in the Sanctuary today are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Paul 
Houston Stephenson IV by Mr. and Mrs. Alan Walters, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Brink, and Mr. and Mrs. 
J. Alan Walters.   John 17:24

NEW MEMBERS
On October 1, 2017, the following new members were welcomed into our fellowship: Peggy Blake, Dea 
Hammett Bowling, James Edward Baxter Kruger, Leslie Allen Spencer, Thomas Neal and Olivia Grace 
Terry, Barbara Ellen Travers, Kathleen Sarah Lyons Valentine, and Emily Holland Wilkins. 

COLLEGE LUNCH TODAY
College students are invited to lunch today immediately following the 11:00 a.m. service at the Vollema 
home (1122 Lyncrest Ave). Meet Charles and Kevin on Belhaven Street after worship if you need a ride.  

YOUNG ADULTS “BREAKFAST FOR DINNER” GATHERING
All Young Adults are invited to a gathering tonight at the Felker home (2004 Laurel St. in Belhaven) 
at 7:30 p.m.

STUDENTS & FAMILIES MINISTRY — DINNER FOR MOMS
All moms of students grades seven through 12 are invited to a night of fellowship on October 16, 
at 6:30 p.m.  Come for dinner and community and to learn about the Students & Families Ministry 
from women on staff.  Our hope is that you will be refreshed and encouraged by this time and that 
you will learn more about Student Ministry programs and our staff.  You may register for this free 
event in the FPC Jackson app.

PARENTS’ PRAYER LUNCH
Parents of students grades seven through 12, please join us as we continue our Parents’ Prayer 
Lunches. We will meet this week, Wednesday, October 18, at 12:00 noon at Whole Foods. There is 
no cost, but please reserve your spot with Jenny Sanders by emailing youthhouse@fpcjackson.org or 
through the FPC app. Save the date for the last Parents’ Prayer Lunch this semester:  November 15.  
Also, there will be a prayer breakfast held specifically for dads October 26 at Broad Street at 7:00 a.m.

BIBLE STUDY FOR WORKING WOMEN
All working women are invited to join us for a 6-week Bible study entitled Truth Matters, a study of 1 
Timothy and Titus. We will meet on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. through November 
8.  To register, please contact Lisa Oswalt at 601-973-9115 or lisao@fpcjackson.org.

RICO TICE — WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18
This Wednesday, October 18, at 6:30 p.m., Rico Tice, founder of Christianity Explored Ministries, will preach 
to us in our weekly prayer meeting in the Sanctuary. Rico serves as Senior Minister of Evangelism at All 
Souls Church, Langham Place in London and is the author of Honest Evangelism: How to talk about Jesus even 
when it’s tough. He will be in Jackson as part of the John Reed Miller Lecture Series at Reformed Theological 
Seminary. All are invited to a time of fellowship in Lowe Hall following the Wednesday night service.

THE PCA GLOBAL MISSION CONFERENCE – NOVEMBER 10-12 – DALLAS
Join us at the PCA Global Missions Conference to discover how you can help expand the reach of the Great 
Commission. Register before October 25 to receive the reduced conference cost of $219. Once registered, a 
link will be provided to receive a group rate for a hotel room at the Hilton Anatole where the conference 
will be held.  To find out more or register visit www.mtw.org/gmc. Come early for Welcoming the Refugee, 
a timely pre-conference that will lead you to dive deep into this critical global need. Nov. 9–10, 2017.Partial 
scholarships are available as needed, please contact missiondepartment@fpcjackson.org with questions.

FPDS PRIORITY ENROLLMENT FOR FPC MEMBERS
The deadline for First Presbyterian Day School priority enrollment for church members is midnight, 
October 31. This applies to new students who will be in grades K3 through sixth in the 2018-2019 school 
year. To apply, register online at http://www.fpds.org/admissions/admissions-process. If you are new 
to the church or even a long-time member, we invite you to visit our school. For more information visit 
“admissions” at www.fpds.org or contact Amy-Allison Russ at aaruss@fpds.org or (601) 940-9012.

Follow us on Twitter 
@FPCJxnMS

Like us on Facebook  
Facebook.com/FirstPresJackson

Download the FPC app: 
Text fpcjacksonapp to 779-77

CONNECT WITH FPC ONLINE
 website: www.fpcjackson.org



FAMILY WORSHIP GUIDE
At FPC, we believe that family worship is important. Recognizing the time challenges 
of a busy week with work and school, we want to make it as easy as possible for you. 
So we hope you find this Family Worship Guide helpful and use it in your homes this 
week. Each week addresses a question from the Westminster Shorter Catechism, with a 
daily scripture reference, key thought, and questions for family discussion. You can use 
this abbreviated version by simply taking this bulletin home with you today, or get the 
complete version emailed to you weekly by subscribing at http://fpcj.ms/fam-devo. 
Or contact the church office at 601-353-8316 or receptionist@fpcjackson.org. It is also 
available on the app under “Resources.”

THIS WEEK’S FOCUS:
Question 77: What is required in the ninth commandment?
Answer: The ninth commandment requireth the maintaining and promoting of truth 
between man and man, and of our own and our neighbor’s good name, especially in 
witness-bearing.

MONDAY
Scripture: 1 Peter 3:15-16
Key Thought: The 9th commandment requires you to preserve your own good name.
Questions:
   • Name three evil men in history. Name three good men in history. What 

characteristics did each name bring to mind?
   • How many lies does it take to tarnish a reputation?
   • Why is it important to preserve your good name?
Prayer
 

TUESDAY
Scripture: Zechariah 8:16-17; Ephesians 4:25
Key Thought: The 9th commandment requires you to speak the truth to your neighbor.
Questions:
   • What does this command require of you in your casual conversations?
   • What does this command require of you in your business dealings?
   • What does this command require of you in spiritual matters?
Prayer
 

WEDNESDAY
Scripture: 3 John 1:1-4; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7
Key Thought: The 9th commandment requires you to receive a good report eagerly 
and discourage whatever may tend to damage the good name of your neighbor.
Questions:
   • How does the so-called “golden rule” (Matt. 7:12) apply to this requirement of the 

9th commandment?
   • How is tale-bearing, or gossip, related to the 9th commandment?
   • What is flattery? How is it related to the 9th commandment?
Prayer

THURSDAY
Scripture: Deuteronomy 19:16-20
Key Thought: The 9th commandment requires you to speak only truth in matters of 
public testimony.
Questions:
   • What is perjury? Why is it such a serious offense?
   • What penalty did God prescribe for a false witness in a trial? Why?
   • How does this commandment apply to other public oaths and vows?
Prayer
 

FRIDAY
Scripture: Philippians 4:8
Key Thought: The 9th commandment requires you to diligently build God’s truth into 
your life and conversation.
Questions:
   • What sorts of things does Paul say should occupy your thoughts?
   • What are the opposites of each of these?
   • What does this have to do with the 9th commandment?
Prayer


