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Key Thought: Jehovah still loves Israel 
Key Verse: 3:6 
 
Time: 433-430 BC; time of Nehemiah 
 
Circumstances: The people had returned. The temple had been rebuilt. But the people were still 
unmindful of God. They were offering unacceptable offerings, were intermarrying with 
foreigners, were withholding their tithes, and had come to think God no longer judged between 
right and wrong. 
 
Author: Name Malachi means “messenger.” Some think assumed that name to impress upon 
people was speaking directly for God. The phrase “saith Jehovah of hosts” occurs 20 times in 
this book. 
 
Notice: Series of seven questions and answers in the book – 1:2, 3; 1:6, 7; 2:10-16; 2:17; 3:7; 
3:8; and 3:13, 14. 
 
I. 1:1-5 – Here prophet shows Jehovah loves Israel and proves it by contrast of Edom  

offspring of Esau and Israel offspring of Jacob. Israel preserved. Edom destroyed. 
 
II. 1:6-2:9 – A denunciation of the priests 
  1. 1:6-14 – Despise His name by offering polluted sacrifices 
  2. 2:1-9 – Indifferent to the law and their covenant relationship to God. 
 
III. 2:10-16 – Rebuking the people for intermarriage and divorce. Such divorces and  

marriages violated God’s purpose to preserve a godly seed (verse 11). 
 
IV. 2:17-3:6 – The people had wearied the Lord by saying evil was good and good evil (verse  

17). He announces the coming of a forerunner and the Messiah who will come in  
judgment and purge the land of sinners, and people shall then offer a sacrifice pleasant  
unto the Lord (verse 4). 

 
V. 3:7-12 – The people are accused by robbing God, but ask how and God answers they  

have withheld their tithes and so are suffering want. He challenges them to pay their  
tithes and see what blessings will come. 

 
VI. 3:13-4:1 – They claim it is vain to serve the Lord because there is no profit (verse 13).  

But the prophet shows there is a value because the Lord has His book of remembrance.  



The righteous shall be preserved – unrighteous punished. 
 
VII. 4:2-6 – The Sun of Righteousness, i.e. the Messiah, shall come (verse 2). They are  

exhorted to remember the law of Moses (verse 4). He will send Elijah before the dreadful  
day of judgment. 

 
Note: This book is last recorded word from God until appearance of angel to announce birth of 
John the Baptist. The period between is known as “400 Silent Years,” also “The Intertestamental 
Period.” 


