
THE LORD'S DAY
The Twentieth Day of September, Two Thousand Nine

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-Thirty and Eleven O'Clock

Senior Minister — The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Mr. Jeremy H. Smith

Executive Minister

The Greetings and Announcements (8:20 and 10:50 a.m.)

The Prelude — "Idyll".........................................................................David Paxton
Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist

The Introit — "Make a Joyful Noise" ..................................................Paul Sjolund

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 167 — "When Morning Gilds the Skies"

‡ The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

The Old Testament Reading — Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (Pew Bible pages 613-614)

‡ The Hymn of Response No. 246 — "Man of Sorrows! What a Name"

The Sacrament of Baptism

The Words of Institution
The Introduction of the Covenant Children and their Families
The Biblical Promise
The Questions to the Parents and Congregation
The Prayer of Consecration
The Baptism
The Baptismal Benediction

The Congregational Response No. 413 — "Our Children, Lord, in Faith and Prayer"
"Our children, Lord, in faith and pray'r, we now devote to Thee;

Let them Thy cov'nant mercies share, and Thy Salvation see.
In early days their hearts secure from worldly snares, we pray,

O let them to the end endure in every righteous way."

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Anthem — "We Believe"...............................................................John Purifoy
"We believe in God the Father, Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

We believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and was born of the Virgin Mary, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried. 
He descended to the dead.

On the third day, He rose again and ascended into heaven.
He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

And He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit and the worldwide Church, 

The communion of all the saints, the forgiveness of ev'ry sin, 
The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Amen."
OneLicense.net #A-713437

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — Luke 6:20-26 (Pew Bible page 862) 

The Sermon — "What True Happiness Looks Like, and What Looks Like True
Happiness, But Isn't" ...................................................Dr. Duncan

‡ The Hymn of Response No. 649 — "More Love to Thee, O Christ"

‡ The Benediction

The Congregational Response — "Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me.
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me.

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me."

The Postlude — "Carillon-Sortie" .........................................................Henri Mulet

‡Congregation standing

At the time of the Greetings and Announcements, and during the Prelude, the congregation
is invited to a season of silent and reverent preparation for corporate worship.



EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

Presiding Minister — The Reverend Dr. Derek W.H. Thomas
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Mr. William F. Joseph III

Minister of Congregational Care

The Announcements and Words of Preparation (5:50 p.m.)

The Prelude — "Concerto in G Minor" ........................................................Vivaldi
Nancy Bateman and John Sinclair, Cello

Connie Wadsworth, Harpsichord

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 345 — "Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken"

‡ The Invocation

The Evening Hymn No. 402 — "Abide with Me: Fast Falls the Eventide"

* The Greetings

The Evening Prayer — Ruling Elder Richard Russ

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Offertory — "If God Be for Us, Who Can Be Against Us?" ........G.F. Handel
Gena Everitt, Soloist

The Young Children's Devotional

The Song No. 389 — "This Is the Day the Lord Has Made" (Stanzas 1 and 2)
The Children's Catechism No. 89

Q. "What day of the week is the Christian Sabbath?"
A. "Sunday, the first day of the week, called the Lord's Day."

The Scripture — Isaiah 58:13-14; Matthew 28:1-9; Acts 20:6-8; 
I Corinthians 15:17, 16:1-4; Revelation 1:10

The Meditation....................................Mr. Brad Mills, Discipleship Intern
The Prayer.........................................(The children dismissed following the prayer)

‡ The Hymn No. 353 — "I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord" (Stanzas 1-5)

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — 1 Samuel 11:1-15 (Pew Bible page 233)   

The Sermon — "Battle Stations"............................................................Dr. Thomas

‡ The Benediction and Response No. 353 — "I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord"
(Stanza 6)

"Sure as Thy truth shall last, to Zion shall be giv'n
the brightest glories earth can yield,

and brighter bliss of heav'n."

The Postlude — "Postlude in D"...........................................................Eric Thiman
Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist

*The ushers may seat latecomers
‡Congregation standing

We are delighted to have you in our worship. May we
heartily worship and praise God together! If you
would like information about joining this church, we
cordially invite you to an informal meeting in the
Session Room following the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
worship services.

Welcome
Visitors



The Sermon
The coronation has taken place, and now we find the king . . . plowing the
field? Meanwhile, up in Jabesh-gilead, trouble is brewing. The Ammonites
are threatening total annihilation, but have graciously made an offer: give
up and let us gouge out your eyes and we’ll refrain from destroying you.
The inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead have negotiated a week-long ceasefire to
give them time to respond. Shall we give up our eyes and our freedom to
secure our lives? Or will the tribes of Israel rally to their support? Enter King
Saul into the fray, and with him an armed resistance. 

Thoughts on Prayer
Prayer is a central part of our corporate worship and is to be a central part
of our Christian living. Here are some sobering thoughts by the Puritan,
Thomas Watson on the relationship between our prayer and sin.

Prayer that would prevail with God, must be joined with reformation
(i.e., repentance, holiness). If thou stretch out thy hands toward Him;
if iniquity be in thy hand, put it far away, (Job 11:13, 14). Sin, lived in,
makes the heart hard, and God’s ear deaf. It is foolish to pray against
sin, and then sin against prayer. If I regard iniquity in my heart, the
Lord will not hear me, (Psalm 66:18). The loadstone loses its virtue
when bespread with garlic; so does prayer when polluted with sin.
The incense of prayer must be offered upon the altar of a holy heart.
Thus you see what is the prayer which is most likely to prevail with
God. Thomas Watson, c.1620—1686    

And some more on the relationship between prayer and Christ, this time
from Thomas Boston.

Praying Christ’s name is depending wholly on Christ’s merit and inter-
cession for access, acceptance, and a gracious return: 
1. Depending on Christ for access to God, Eph 3:12, In whom we have
boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him. There is no
access to God but through Him, John 14:6, No one comes to the Father
except through Me. They that attempt otherwise to come to God will
get the door thrown in their face. But we must take hold of the
Mediator, and come in at His side, who is the Secretary of heaven. 
2. Depending on Him for acceptance of our prayers, Eph 1:6, He has
made us accepted in the Beloved. Our Lord Christ is the only altar that
can sanctify our gift. If one lay the stress of the acceptance of his
prayers on his attitude, feelings, tenderness, and so on, the prayer will
not be accepted. A crucified Christ only can bear the weight of the
acceptance of either our persons or performances. 
3. Depending on Him for a gracious answer, 1 John 5:14, Now this is
the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according
to His will, He hears us. No prayers are heard and answered but for the
Mediator’s sake; and whatever petitions agreeable to God’s will are
put up to God, in this dependence, are heard.    

The Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs
Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken

This hymn speaks of the glory of God’s Church (spoken of as “Zion”).
Though the church may seem weak and despised by the world, yet she is
the apple of God’s eye.  And we are reminded that “solid joys and lasting
treasures” are only known by God’s people. 

Abide with Me: Fast Falls the Eventide
Written by Henry Lyte, this hymn has become one of the best-known hymns
of all time. Lyte died within three weeks of writing these words. In his final
sermon, Lyte wrote: “O brethren, I stand here among you today, as alive
from the dead, if I may hope to impress it upon you, and induce you to pre-
pare for that solemn hour which must come to all, by a timely acquaintance
with the death of Christ.” May God grant us to sing this song with real faith.

I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord
Written by the famous Timothy Dwight—theologian, poet, grandson of
Jonathan Edwards, for many years president of Yale—this is thought to be
the oldest hymn still in common use written by an American. Its theme, the
kingdom of God, fits well with the theme of tonight’s Scripture reading and
sermon.    

A Guide to the Evening Service



The Sacrament of Baptism
We have the privilege of worshiping in word and sacrament this morning,
as the new covenant ordinance of baptism is administered. Baptism is a sign
of a covenant promise of God to His people, directly instituted by our Lord
Jesus Christ, in which Jesus has directed that water is to be applied, in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, to represent to us and assure us of
the glorious realities of union with Christ, forgiveness of sins by His blood,
regeneration by His Holy Spirit, our adoption, and our hope of resurrection
to everlasting life. By baptism, the recipients are solemnly, publicly admit-
ted into the visible church, and enter into an open and professed engage-
ment to be wholly and only the Lord’s.

At First Presbyterian Church, we baptize the children of believers as
well as adult professing believers who have not been previously baptized,
in accordance with Scripture. We believe that the Bible teaches that baptism
is a new covenant sign. What we mean by that is baptism points to and confirms
the gracious saving promise of God to His people and its fulfillment in Jesus
Christ. It is to be administered to believers and their children, as can be seen
from Genesis 17, Matthew 28, Colossians 2, 1 Corinthians 7, and Acts 16.

Let’s elaborate on that. We believe that Christian baptism is (1) com-
manded by Christ in Matthew 28 (“Go...make disciples...baptizing
and...teaching them”). We also believe that (2) it is to be applied to believ-
ers as we see in Acts 8 “Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning to see
from Scripture, he preached Jesus to him. As they went along the road they
came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look! Water! What prevents me
from being baptized?’ And Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you
may.’ And he answered and said, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’ And
he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water,
Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him”. (3) It is to be adminis-
tered to believers and their children, because God has made a promise to
believers and their children in both Old and New Testaments (Genesis 17,
Acts 2), and has given signs of that promise in both Old and New
Testaments (Genesis 17, Matthew 28, Acts 2), therefore, we believe that the
Bible clearly teaches that the new covenant sign of the promise that is given
to believers and their children ought to be given to believers and their chil-
dren (and not to believers only). 

When we baptize adult believers (who have never before been bap-
tized), we are publicly recognizing their credible profession of faith and
their status as disciples of Jesus Christ, through the means of baptism and
confession of faith (see Acts 2:38, 8:35-37, Romans 10:9), and so it is our great
joy and privilege from time to time, to hear new Christians profess their
trust in Jesus Christ, Son of God, and Savior of sinners, as He is offered in
the gospel, and to see them receive the mark of membership in the covenant
community.

Furthermore, every time we witness a baptism, all of us who have
already been baptized are to meditate on the blessings that it represents and
confirms. Our Larger Catechism helps us to know how to do this, when it
says: “The needful but much neglected duty of improving our Baptism, is to
be performed by us all our life long, especially in the time of temptation, and
when we are present at the administration of it to others; by serious and
thankful consideration of the nature of it, and of the ends for which Christ
instituted it, the privileges and benefits conferred and sealed thereby, and
our solemn vow made therein; by being humbled for our sinful defilement,
our falling short of, and walking contrary to, the grace of baptism, and our
engagements; by growing up to assurance of pardon of sin, and of all other
blessings sealed to us in that sacrament; by drawing strength from the death
and resurrection of Christ, into whom we are baptized, for the mortifying of
sin, and quickening of grace; and by endeavoring to live by faith, to have
our conversation in holiness and righteousness, as those that have therein
given up their names to Christ; and to walk in brotherly love, as being bap-
tized by the same Spirit into one body.”

A Guide to the Morning Service



FPC THIS WEEK
SUNDAY • September 20, 2009

Sunday Pre-Service Announcements — 8:20 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Hymns of the Faith Radio Program — 9:00 a.m. on 

WJNT 1180 AM
Prayer for Worship Service — 9:00 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. in 

M133
Sunday School — 9:40 a.m. - 10:40 a.m. in various locations
Inquirers Class — 9:40 a.m. in M133
Pre-Service Announcements — 10:50 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Student Ensemble — 4:45 p.m. in MS
WIC Prayer Group — 5:00 p.m. in the Parlor
Pre-Service Announcements — 5:50 p.m. in the Sanctuary
First - Third Grade Catechism Class — 6:30 p.m. (dismissed 

from Sanctuary to M133)
Four- and Five-Year-Olds Scripture Memory Class — 

6:30 p.m. (dismissed from Sanctuary to M135)
Senior High Insight — 7:30 p.m. in the home of 

Riley Rodgers (1495 Kristen Drive)

Monday MTJ Committee — 12:00 p.m. in MH
Twin Lakes Board Meeting — 12:00 p.m. in MH
Troop 18 Meeting — 7:00 p.m. in Scout Room 321/Gym

Tuesday Men's New Testament Bible Study — 6:30 a.m. in PH
Staff Meeting — 9:00 a.m. in HC
Women's Ministry Fall Luncheon — 11:30 a.m. in MH
Women's Ministry Dessert and Coffee — 7:00 p.m. in PH

Wednesday Senior Girls Small Group — 7:00 a.m. - Justin and Caroline 
Pillsbury (4412 Forest Park)

MOMS Bible Study — 9:00 a.m. in PH/SC
MNA Committee — 12:00 p.m. in MH
Family Night Supper — 5:00 p.m. in MH
Junior High Small Groups — 5:00 p.m. in YH
Children's Activities — 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. on the Playground/ 

Gym 
The Choir — 5:50 p.m. in MS
Sixth Grade Girls — 6:15 p.m. in 3 Year Old S.S. Classroom
Sixth Grade Boys — 6:30 p.m. in the Gym
Be A Witness — 6:30 p.m. in YH
Mid-Week Bible Study and Prayer Meeting — 6:30 p.m. in 

MH
Children's Choirs — 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. in various rooms as posted
Discipleship Groups — 6:30 p.m. in SC/WH/PH
Senior High Guys Small Groups — 7:45 p.m. in YH
Sophomore Girls Small Group — 7:45 p.m. - Justin and 

Caroline Pillsbury (4412 Forest Park)
Junior Girls Small Group — 7:45 p.m. in the Parlor

Thursday 1 Peter Ladies Bible Study — 9:00 a.m. in SC/ PH
Elijah Ladies Bible Study — 9:45 a.m. in MH
Elijah / Elisha Bible Study Prayer Group — 11:00 a.m. in 

the Sanctuary
International English Class — 6:45 p.m. in SC/PH

Friday Sew and Sow Mentoring Group — 9:00 a.m. in SC211

Saturday Men's Prayer Breakfast — 7:30 a.m. in MH

CH - College House
LH - Lowe Hall
M - Main Floor
MCR - Ministers’

Conference Room

MH - Miller Hall
MS - Music Suite
PH - Patterson Hall
YH - Youth House
SC - Study Center

WH - Westminster Hall
HC - Hutton Chapel



II THESSALONIANS 3:1
"Finally, brethren, pray for us...." — Our FPC missionaries for today to lift up
in prayer:  Johnny and Becky Long, missionaries with MTW in London,
England, 28 Cranmer Close, Ruislip, Middlesex, HA4 9QF.  
Email:johnwadelong@gmail.com; website: www.grace4life.org

FLOWERS
The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving mem-
ory of Betty Bowen by the choir.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

Mrs. Tom (Betty) Bowen — September 9, 2009

MEN OF THE COVENANT LUNCHEON
Thursday, October 1, 2009

Men, please join us for the October meeting of the Men of the Covenant
Luncheon.  The luncheon will be Thursday, October 1, in Miller Hall from
11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Our guest speaker will be The Reverend Elbert
McGowan, RUF Minister at Jackson State University.  Reservations are not
required and the cost of lunch is $5.00 at the door.  If you have any questions,
please contact Shannon Craft at 601-326-9243 or shannonc@fpcjackson.org.

FALL DISCIPLESHIP LUNCHEON SERIES
Tuesdays in October

"Potholes on the Path: The Seven Major Problem Areas of Marriage"
These lunch time talks with Dr. Tom Elkin, Minister of Marriage and Family
Life, are designed to address couples in every stage of life and marriage.
Whether you've been married one week or fifty plus years, all couples need
Biblical instruction on how to face the seven major problem areas of mar-
riage: money, sex, children, in-laws, values, vocations, and communication.
The series will be held in Miller Hall with box lunches being served at 11:30
a.m.  Each session will last from 12:00 - 12:45 p.m.

Please make your October 6 reservation for lunch and the nursery by
Monday, September 28.  You may call or email Nan Whitney at 601-353-8316
or receptionist@fpcjackson.org.  The box lunches will be $5 and will be 
collected at the door.

STUDENT MINISTRY FEMALE MOMS' BRUNCH
The Student Ministry and Women's Ministry staff cordially invites all mothers
of female students to a fall brunch.  We would like to invite you to 
fellowship with moms of other junior and senior high students as well as the
opportunity to become better acquainted with the women of the student 
ministry staff.  We hope you can join us!

Junior High Moms — Monday, September 21, 9:30-11:00 a.m. 
Denise Thomas's Home (4245 N. Honeysuckle Lane)
Senior High Moms — Monday, September 28, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Caroline Pillsbury's Home (4412 Forest Park)



The Vows for 
the Sacrament 

of Baptism
In order for the congregation to more fully enter into
the service of the sacrament of baptism and to refresh
ourselves on our church membership vow, the follow-
ing is provided for your convenience and information:

To the parents:
1. Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the

cleansing blood of Jesus Christ and the renewing
grace of the Holy Spirit?

2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises in (his)
behalf, and do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus
Christ for (his) salvation, as you do for your own?

3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to
God, and promise, in humble reliance upon divine
grace, that you will endeavor to set before (him) a
godly example, that you will pray with and for
(him), that you will teach (him) the doctrines of
our holy religion, and that you will strive, by all
the means of God’s appointment, to bring (him) 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord?

And

To the congregation:

Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility
of assisting the parents in the Christian nurture of this
child?

First Presbyterian Church • 1390 North State Street • Jackson, MS 39202 • (601) 353-8316
Presbyterian Church in America

www.fpcjackson.org

First Presbyterian Church purposes to stand as a Reformed witness to Jackson, to the 
surrounding community, and ultimately to the world through the proclamation of the
whole counsel of God as written in the verbally inspired, infallible Scriptures.

WORSHIP   •   DISCIPLESHIP   •   OUTREACH




