
THE LORD'S DAY
The Eighteenth Day of October, Two Thousand Nine

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-Thirty and Eleven O'Clock

Senior Minister — The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Mr. Nathan D. Shurden

Minister of Discipleship

The Greetings and Announcements (8:20 and 10:50 a.m.)

The Prelude — "Jesus, Where'er Thy People Meet".......................Henry Coleman
Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist

The Introit — "He Is Lord" ..........................................................David Clydesdale

The Call to Worship

‡ The Psalm of Praise No. 12 — "Exalt the Lord, His Praise Proclaim" (Psalm 135)

‡ The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

The Old Testament Reading — Isaiah 56 (Pew Bible page 616)

The Morning Prayer

‡ The Hymn No. 441 — "Jesus Shall Reign"

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Anthem — "Cornerstone"......................................................David Clydesdale
With Kathryn Edwards, Pianist

"Jesus is the Cornerstone, came for sinners to atone:
Though rejected by His own, He became the Cornerstone,

Jesus is the Cornerstone.
When I am by sin oppressed, on the Stone I am at rest,

And where the seeds of truth are sown,
He remains the Cornerstone.

Jesus is the Cornerstone.
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide, O let me hide myself in Thee.

Rock of Ages, so secure, for all time it will endure,
'Till His children reach their home He remains the Cornerstone.
'Till the breaking of the dawn, 'till all footsteps cease to roam.

Ever let this truth be known: Jesus is the Cornerstone!"

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — Luke 7:1-17 (Pew Bible page 863) 

The Sermon — "God Has Visited His People" ......................................Dr. Duncan

‡ The Hymn of Response No. 499 — "Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me"

‡ The Benediction

The Response — "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" .......................Peter Lutkin

The Postlude — "Grand Chorus Dialogue" ......................................Eugene Gigout

‡Congregation standing

At the time of the Greetings and Announcements, and during the Prelude, the congregation
is invited to a season of silent and reverent preparation for corporate worship.



EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

Presiding Minister — The Reverend Mr. Nathan D. Shurden
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Mr. Brister H. Ware

Minister of Pastoral Care

The Announcements and Words of Preparation (5:50 p.m.)

The Prelude — "Pastorale" ...................................................................Eric Thiman
Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 467 — "Wonderful Grace of Jesus"

‡ The Invocation

The Evening Psalm No. 558 — "That Man Is Blest Who, Fearing God" (Psalm 1)

* The Greetings

The Evening Prayer — Ruling Elder Alan Walters

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Offertory — First and Second Grade Children’s Choirs

The Young Children's Devotional
The Song No. 341 — "O Breath of Life, Come Sweeping through Us" 

(Stanzas 1,3, and 4)
The Children's Catechism No. 93

Q. "What is the sixth commandment?"
A. "The sixth commandment is:  You shall not murder."

The Scripture — Genesis 4:1-16; Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17; 
1 Samuel 16:7; Job 12:10; Matthew 5:21-24; 
Romans 13:8-10; Hebrews 11:4

The Meditation ...........................Mr. Sam Taaffe, College Coordinator Assistant
The Prayer ....................................(The children dismissed following the prayer)

‡ The Hymn No. 688 — "Have Thine Own Way, Lord!" (Stanzas 1-3)

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — 1 Kings 3:3-28 (Pew Bible pages 282-283)

The Sermon — "The Beginning of Wisdom Is This:  Get Wisdom" ...Mr. Shurden

‡ The Benediction and Response No. 688 — "Have Thine Own Way, Lord!"
(Stanza 4)

"Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way!
Hold o'er my being absolute sway!
Fill with Thy Spirit till all shall see
Christ only, always, living in me!"

The Postlude — "A Living Stream" ................................................Henry Coleman

*The ushers may seat latecomers
‡Congregation standing

We are delighted to have you in our worship. May we
heartily worship and praise God together! If you
would like information about joining this church, we
cordially invite you to an informal meeting in the
Session Room following the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
worship services.

Welcome
Visitors



The Sermon
Our Minister of Teaching, Derek Thomas, will be away from us in the month
of October. It is our privilege tonight to have God's word opened for us by
our Minister of Discipleship, Nate Shurden. 

The Children's Catechism
There is lots of room for the Spirit's work of conviction tonight. You shall not
murder has such far ranging implications, in what it forbids, but also in what
it requires. How are we doing in our "heart obedience" to this command?

The Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs
Wonderful Grace of Jesus

The words are by Haldor Lillenas who emigrated to America as a child; his
family settled first in South Dakota, then moved to Oregon in 1889. He
attended Deets Pacific Bible College in Los Angeles, California (later
renamed Pasadena College); studied music at the Siegel-Myers School of
Music in Chicago, Illinois; and received an honorary Doctor of Music degree
from Olivet Nazarene College. His first pastorate was in Lompoc,
California, in 1910; he later pastored in Redlands, California, and
Indianapolis, Indiana. In 1924, he founded the Lillenas Music Company
(bought by the Nazarene Publishing Company in 1930), and worked as an
editor there until his retirement in 1950.     

That Man Is Blest Who, Fearing God
Our evening songs of praise include this gem of a psalm from the Psalter of
1912. Along with "All People That On Earth Do Dwell" (Psalm 100) and "The
Lord's My Shepherd" (Psalm 23), this is one of the best known of the metri-
cal psalms still regularly being sung in the churches that do not practice
"exclusive psalmody" (the practice of only singing psalms in public wor-
ship). It speaks of the blessing of the pursuit of holiness. It signals every-
thing that we need to know about what a believer's life is like. It is a state-
ment of faith: this is God's world and those who acknowledge it in faith will
ultimately know blessing—the greatest blessing imaginable! But it is not
only a statement of faith, it is a commitment to a lifestyle in which a love for
God's word (law) is central. 

Have Thine Own Way, Lord
The words of this gospel song were penned by Adelaide Addison Pollard.
She was convinced the Lord wanted her in Africa as a missionary. She tried
to raise funds to go, but was unsuccessful. It was in this uncertain state of
mind that she attended a prayer meeting. There, she heard an elderly
woman pray, 'It's all right, Lord. It doesn't matter what You bring into our
lives, just have Your own way with us.' At home that night, much encour-
aged, she wrote this hymn. George Coles Stebbins composed the hymn's
tune. He studied music in Buffalo and Rochester, New York, then became a
singing teacher. Around 1869, he moved to Chicago, Illinois, to join the Lyon
and Healy Music Company. He also became the music director at the First
Baptist Church in Chicago. It was in Chicago that he met the leaders in the
Gospel music field, such as George Root, Philip Bliss, and Ira Sankey. He
later became involved in evangelism campaigns with Moody and others.
Around 1900, Stebbins spent a year as an evangelist in India, Egypt, Italy,
Palestine, France and England.

The Benediction
You may wonder why all of our services end with a benediction. The reason
is simple: as God has the first word in worship, so He has the last. Our wor-
ship is possible only because He first reached out to us, thus our worship
begins with a call to worship from God's word. Likewise, as we are depend-
ent upon God in everything, all of our services conclude with the minister
pronouncing the Lord's benediction upon His people, using a scriptural
word of blessing. Benediction simply means "blessing."

A Guide to the Evening Service



The Sermon
Our passage today contains two miraculous healings in two different cities:
Capernaum and Nain. Jesus has been preaching and as chapter 7 begins, His
preaching has finished and He now comes into this town of Capernaum. It
was an important town, at least, in the ministry of Jesus. This was His home
base for much of His Galilean ministry. He spent time in their synagogue
teaching. He had preformed miracles in this town. This is where at least
three of his disciples called home:  Peter and Andrew, though not original-
ly, lived in Capernaum and also, Matthew. Matthew had been the tax col-
lector in that town. And it's very likely that Jesus' home base within
Capernaum was Peter's mother-in-law's house. Capernaum was a place
where Jesus had been ministering and would continue to do so for some
time.

It was also of some importance to the region. It was kind of a border
town on the northwest section of the Sea of Galilee. As such, there was a cus-
toms location in Capernaum as well as a tax collecting station and an army
garrison. The man in the first account called a centurion was the leader of
this Roman military garrison. He was likely the most senior ranking official,
set over a hundred or so men as his title suggests. He was roughly the
Roman equivalent of  a captain  in the American Army, and his servant is
near death.

The widow of the second story is from Nain. The commentators are not
all agreed as to the location of Nain, but the scene in that city is a funeral
procession. A young man has died, and all the pain and sorrow that would
normally accompany a death is present; but there is more. She is a widow,
and with the passing of her son, she is in real danger. Who will take care of
her now that he is gone? 

Two needy people, two different cities, and one recognition: in Jesus
Christ, God has "visited His people."

The Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs
Exalt the Lord, His Praise Proclaim

This hymn-text is about as familiar as anything we sing. It is full of God. It
is a call to worship Him, especially on Sunday mornings like today in the
gathered assembly of His people. It's a wonderful way (yes, full of 
"wonder") to begin with our minds firmly fixed upon the Lord. The tune
comes from Franz Joseph Haydn's oratorio, Die Shopfung (The Creation).

Jesus Shall Reign
Another of Isaac Watts' famous paraphrases. This hymn is a bold declara-
tion that one day "every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus
is Lord." We sing it this morning in part as a response to the message of
Isaiah 56 as well as in preparation for one of the minor themes from the text
for the morning sermon, both of which speak of a day when Gentiles will be
welcomed into the Kingdom of God.

Two stories are often told in connection with this hymn. G. J. Stevenson
tells us in his Notes on the Methodist Hymn Book that this song was sung
in the far off South Sea Islands, as thousands of natives from Tonga, Fiji, and
Samoa, gathered on a Sunday in 1862, assembled for Divine worship. On
that day they were celebrating their conversion to Christ and their nation's
establishment under a Christian constitution and a Christian king. 

The French secularist philosopher Voltaire once predicted that
Christianity would cease to exist 100 years from his time. There is a story of
a minister who upon hearing of this statement and being shown by a muse-
um warden the chair from whence Voltaire boasted this claim, leapt the 
protective roping, sat in the chair, and quoted this hymn!   

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
We respond this morning with this glorious hymn from Augustus Toplady.
It is one of the great hymns of the faith, and well loved by this congregation.
Each stanza is so rich in gospel truth, explaining the sinner's plight, the
Savior's cure, and the means appointed for Christians to receive that cure.
The hymn paints a stark picture of the sinner: he is doubly enslaved to sin
(to both its curse and its power) and incapable of doing anything in his own
strength to become free from his bondage (whether by his own labors or by
his own sorrow). But the Savior is the Rock of Ages, whose shed blood pro-
vides the "double cure" for the slavery of sin, who is there to provide spot-
less garments for the naked, and who will one day greet His children "in
worlds unknown." And how can this be? What must His children do to
appropriate this salvation? "Nothing in my hands I bring, simply to thy
cross I cling!"

A Guide to the Morning Service



FPC THIS WEEK
SUNDAY • October 18, 2009

Sunday Pre-Service Announcements — 8:20 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Hymns of the Faith Radio Program — 9:00 a.m. on 

WJNT 1180 AM
Prayer for Worship Service — 9:00 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. in 

M133
Sunday School — 9:40 a.m. - 10:40 a.m. in various locations
Inquirers’ Class — 9:40 a.m. in M133
Pre-Service Announcements — 10:50 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Cornerstone Class Party — 12:00 p.m. in Pavilion
WIC Prayer Group — 5:00 p.m. in the Parlor
Pre-Service Announcements — 5:50 p.m. in the Sanctuary
First - Third Grade Catechism Class — 6:30 p.m. (dismissed 

from Sanctuary to M133)
Four- and Five-Year-Olds Scripture Memory Class — 

6:30 p.m. (dismissed from Sanctuary to M135)
Senior High Insight — 7:30 p.m. in the home of 

Cameron Clarke (622 Broadway Avenue)

Monday WIC Card Making — 9:00 a.m. in MH
MTJ Committee — 12:00 p.m. in MH
Circle 14 — 12:00 p.m. in MH
Troop 18 Meeting — 7:00 p.m. in Scout Room/Gym

Tuesday Men's New Testament Bible Study — 6:30 a.m. in PH
Staff Meeting — 9:00 a.m. in HC
Discipleship Fall Luncheon Series — 11:45 a.m. in MH
Thomas Trotter Organ Concert — 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Wednesday Senior Girls’ Small Group — 7:00 a.m. - Justin and 
Caroline Pillsbury (4412 Forest Park)

MOMS Bible Study — 9:00 a.m. in PH/SC
Student Ministry Dads' Prayer Lunch — 12:00 p.m. in YH
Family Night Supper — 5:00 p.m. in MH
Junior High Small Groups — 5:00 p.m. in YH
Children's Activities — 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. on the Playground/ 

Gym 
The Choir — 5:50 p.m. in MS
Sixth Grade Girls — 6:15 p.m. in 3 Year Old S.S. Classroom
Sixth Grade Boys — 6:30 p.m. in the Gym
Be A Witness — 6:30 p.m. in YH
Mid-Week Bible Study and Prayer Meeting — 6:30 p.m. in 

MH
Children's Choirs — 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. in various rooms as posted
Discipleship Groups — 6:30 p.m. in SC/WH/PH
Senior High Guys’ Small Groups — 7:45 p.m. in YH
Sophomore Girls’ Small Group — 7:45 p.m. - Justin and 

Caroline Pillsbury (4412 Forest Park)
Junior Girls’ Small Group — 7:45 p.m. in the Parlor

Thursday 1 Peter Ladies’ Bible Study — 9:00 a.m. in SC/ PH
Elijah Ladies’ Bible Study — 9:45 a.m. in MH
Elijah Study Prayer Time — 11:00 a.m. the Sanctuary
PROS — 11:00 a.m. in MH
Cub Scouts "Wolves" — 6:00 p.m. in SC215
International English Class — 6:45 p.m. in SC/PH

Friday Sew and Sow Mentoring Group — 9:00 a.m. in SC211

Saturday Men's Prayer Breakfast — 7:30 a.m. in MH

CH - College House
LH - Lowe Hall
M - Main Floor
MCR - Ministers’

Conference Room

MH - Miller Hall
MS - Music Suite
PH - Patterson Hall
YH - Youth House
SC - Study Center

WH - Westminster Hall
HC - Hutton Chapel



II THESSALONIANS 3:1
"Finally, brethren, pray for us...." — Our FPC missionaries for today to lift up in
prayer: Kurt and Jill Peistrup,  missionaries with Mission to the World serving in
the United Kingdom, 1600 N Brown Rd, Lawrenceville, GA 30043-8141.  Email:
ur316hatman@swissmail.org

FLOWERS
The flowers in Hutton Chapel are left from the wedding of Holly Magee and
Chad Wells and are given in loving memory of the bride's grandfather, Guy
Milloy Magee, and the groom's grandparents: Avie Dyess White, Leon Randolph
White, Edith Davenport Wells, and Louis Columbus Wells.

MEN OF THE COVENANT LUNCHEON
Men, please join us for our November meeting of the Men of the Covenant
Luncheon.  The luncheon will be Thursday, November 5, in Miller Hall from
11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Our guest speaker will be Dr. Sean Michael Lucas, Senior
Minister of First Presbyterian Church, Hattiesburg, MS.  Reservations are not
required and the cost of lunch is $5.00 at the door.  If you have any questions,
please contact Shannon Craft at 601-326-9243 or shannonc@fpcjackson.org.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FALL DISCIPLESHIP LUNCHEON SERIES
With Dr. Tom Elkin

"Potholes on the Path - The Seven Major Problem Areas of Marriage"

Tuesday - October 20
Registration for box lunch is closed but you can still sign up to attend.

"In-laws, Outlaws and Work"

Tuesday - October 27
Registration deadline: Wednesday, October 21

"Walking and Talking the Truth"

Lunch/Nursery Reservation Information
Please call or email Nan Whitney at 601-353-8316 or 

receptionist@fpcjackson.org

ORGAN CONCERT
Hear Thomas Trotter

English Organ Virtuoso
This Tuesday Evening

7:00 p.m.




