
THE LORD'S DAY
The Eleventh Day of October, Two Thousand Nine

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-Thirty and Eleven O'Clock

Senior Minister — The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Jeremy H. Smith

Executive Minister

The Greetings and Announcements (8:20 and 10:50 a.m.)

The Prelude — "Aria" (Op. 51) .............................................................Flor Peeters
William Wymond, Organist

The Introit — "Who Is on the Lord's Side?" .................................Caradog Roberts
Matthew Forester, Music Intern, Director

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 181 — "We Come, O Christ, to You"

‡ The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

The Public Profession of Faith

The Biblical Basis
The Introduction of New Members 
The Questions of Membership
The Prayer
The Declaration
The Blessing

The Hymn No. 353 — "I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord" (Stanzas 2-3)

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Anthem — "God So Loved the World" .........................................John Stainer

"God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
That whoso believeth, believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world through Him might be saved.

God so loved the world...."

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — Luke 6:39-49 (Pew Bible page 863) 

The Sermon — "You Are What You Do" ...............................................Dr. Duncan

‡ The Hymn No. 257 — "Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted"

The Lord's Supper

The Words of Institution
The Invitation
The Prayer of Consecration
The Apostles' Creed
The Ten Commandments
The Communion With Our Lord Jesus Christ and His People
The Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Hymn of Response No. 252 — "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross"

‡ The Benediction

The Response — "Seven-fold Amen" ...................................................Peter Lutkin

The Postlude — "Postlude on 'Ton-y-Botel'"....................................Richard Purvis

‡Congregation standing

At the time of the Greetings and Announcements, and during the Prelude, the congregation
is invited to a season of silent and reverent preparation for corporate worship.



EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

Presiding Minister — The Reverend Mr. Jeremy H. Smith
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Mr. William F. Joseph III

Minister of Congregational Care

The Announcements and Words of Preparation (5:50 p.m.)

The Prelude — "Air" (Water Music) .............................................................Handel
The Veritas Strings; Nancy Bateman, Director

William Wymond, Harpsichord

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 460 — "Amazing Grace!"

‡ The Invocation

The Evening Hymn No. 170 — "Fairest Lord Jesus"

The Recognition of Recitation of The Children's Catechism

* The Greetings

The Evening Prayer — Ruling Elder Craig Flowers

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Offertory — "Brandenburg Concerto No. 3" (1st Movement) ..........J.S. Bach
The Veritas Strings

The Young Children's Devotional

The Song No. 719 - "A Christian Home" (Stanza 1)
The Children's Catechism No. 92

Q. "What does the fifth commandment tell us to do?"
A. "To love and obey our parents and everyone in authority over us."

The Scripture — Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16; Proverbs 22:6; 
Luke 2:40-52; John 14:15, 23; Ephesians 6:1-4

The Meditation ........................The Rev. Nate Shurden, Minister of Discipleship
The Prayer ...........................................(The children dismissed following the prayer)

‡ The Hymn No. 95 — "Though Trouble Assails Us" (Stanzas 1-3)

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — Judges 4 (Pew Bible page 203)

The Sermon — "Torrents and Tent Pegs in the Hands of a Delivering God"...Mr. Smith

‡ The Benediction and Response No. 95 — "Though Trouble Assails Us" (Stanza 4)
"No strength of our own and no goodness we claim;
yet, since we have known of the Savior's great name,

in this our strong tower for safety we hide:
the Lord is our power, "The Lord will provide."

The Postlude — "Bouree" (Water Music) .............................................G.F. Handel
The Veritas Strings

*The ushers may seat latecomers
‡Congregation standing

We are delighted to have you in our worship. May we
heartily worship and praise God together! If you
would like information about joining this church, we
cordially invite you to an informal meeting in the
Session Room following the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
worship services.

Welcome
Visitors



The Sermon
Judges 4 places us in the time between the initial invasion of the Promised
Land and the establishment of the monarchy in the days of Samuel. Israel
has entered the land and taken possession of parts of it, but many
Canaanites remain, and there are significant sections that remain outside the
control of God’s people. A familiar pattern has emerged during this time:
the people fall into sin (especially the worship of the Canaanite god Baal)
and are placed in subjection and oppression for their sin; the people cry out
for deliverance and God sends a Judge who defeats the external enemy and
restores a modicum of religious fidelity; that leader dies, and the people
return to their idolatry. 

The story of Deborah begins with the sin of the people and their subse-
quent oppression by the Canaanite king Jabin and his military commander
Sisera. For 20 years Jabin has exercised his control in the northern districts
of the Promised Land (around the area of the Sea of Galilee). But now, God
has heard the cries for deliverance and will provide deliverance through the
most unlikely and ordinary of circumstances. Salvation is always “from the
Lord.” 

The Children’s Catechism Recognition
Tonight, we are delighted to be able to acknowledge the memorization of
the Children’s Catechism by our covenant youth. We are strongly committed
to catechizing (teaching, in this case by using a format of questions and
answers) as a goal of discipleship and a key component to the growth in
grace and the knowledge of the truth. The Catechism is a simple synopsis of
Bible doctrine, in a question and answer format. We have been using The
Children’s Catechism as the basis of the Children’s Devotionals on Sunday
evenings, because it is a helpful way of communicating the truths of the
Gospel to our children.

The Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs
Amazing Grace

This may well be the most popular hymn in the English language. It was
written by the great John Newton. There is a plaque that can be seen even
today in St. Mary’s Woolnoth. It reads: “JOHN NEWTON, Clerk; Once an
infidel and libertine, A servant of slaves in Africa, Was, by the rich mercy of
our Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST, restored, pardoned, and appointed to
preach the Gospel which he had long laboured to destroy.” What more
appropriate hymn could be sung to accentuate the theme of God’s grace? It
is so familiar that you will have to concentrate hard in order to truly sing it
with understanding as a deliberate praise to God.       

Fairest Lord Jesus
One of the songs many Christians learned as children in Sunday Schools
and Bible schools, we use it as the evening hymn. In it we consider various
elements of God’s good creation, the most lovely, sublime, and fair, and
compare them to the Lord Jesus Christ. In all manner of judgment, we agree
that Jesus is fairer, purer, and brighter than anything we have ever known.   

Though Troubles Assail Us
This is a veritable battle-hymn, written by John Newton (author of our
opening hymn, “Amazing Grace”). The tune, called alternately “Joanna” or
“St. Denio” is one of our very favorite tunes (we sing “Immortal, Invisible,
God Only Wise” to it). It is a traditional Welsh melody. This hymn exalts the
faithfulness of God to us in every situation, and well prepares us for the sub-
ject of the sermon.    

Thoughts on Delighting in God
True saints center their attention on Christ, and His beauty transcends all
others; His delight is the source of all other delight; He in Himself is the best
among ten thousand and altogether lovely. These saints delight in the way
of salvation through Christ, because it demonstrates God’s perfection and
wonder; they enjoy holiness, wholeness, while they take no pleasure in sin;
God’s love is a sweet taste in their mouths, regardless of whether their own
interests are met or not. They rejoice over all that Christ has done for them,
but that is not the deepest root of their joy. No, they delight merely because
God is God, and only then does their delight spill over onto all God’s works,
including their own salvation. (Jonathan Edwards)

A Guide to the Evening Service



The Lord’s Supper 
At First Presbyterian Church, we follow the old Southern Presbyterian prac-
tice of celebrating the Lord’s Supper (what some churches call the
“Eucharist” or “Holy Communion”) four times a year. The Ruling Elders of
our church assist in the distribution of the elements of the Supper as a visi-
ble manifestation of their pastoral care of the flock.

The biblical teaching on the nature of the sacraments may be epito-
mized as follows: God’s sacraments or covenant signs/seals are “visible
words” (Augustine). In them we see with our eyes the promise of God.
Indeed, in the sacraments we see, smell, touch and taste the word. In the
public reading and preaching of Scripture, God addresses our mind and
conscience through the hearing. In the sacraments, He uniquely addresses
our mind and conscience through the other senses. In, through and to the
senses, God’s promise is made tangible. A sacrament is a covenant sign and
seal, which means it reminds us and assures us of a promise. That is, it
points to and confirms a gracious promise of God to His people. Another
way of saying it is that a sacrament is an action designed by God to sign
(symbolize) and seal (ratify) a covenantal reality, accomplished by the
power and grace of God, the significance of which has been communicated
by the word of God, and the reality of which is received or entered into only
by faith. Hence, the weakness, the frailty of human faith welcomes this gra-
cious act of reassurance. The sacraments are by nature supplemental to and
confirmatory of the promises held out in the word, and the grace conveyed
by them is the same grace held out via the means of preaching. The sacra-
ments are efficacious for the elect and the elect only, since their benefits are
sanctificational (that is, the Lord’s Supper doesn’t “save” us, it grows us)
and received by faith. In the Lord’s Supper, the Christian, by faith, experi-
ences true communion with Christ in all His benefits. 

Since the Lord’s Supper is for professing believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ who have “discerned the body of the Lord”—that is, the Church
(1 Corinthians 11:29), it is appropriate that we confess our faith together
before we take it. We often use the Apostles’ Creed in order to publicly
declare our whole-hearted embrace of the truth of the faith once-delivered.
We also recite the Ten Commandments prior to taking the Lord’s Supper. By
recounting the Law directly adjacent to the Gospel ordinance of the Lord’s
Supper we are reminded of our need for the forgiveness of sins and the rich
provision we have in Jesus Christ’s perfect obedience (see Romans 5:20).

The Invitation
The Lord’s Table is for those who are trusting in Jesus Christ. So we invite to
this table, the Lord’s table, all those who trust in Jesus Christ alone for their salva-
tion as He is offered in the Gospel and who have joined themselves to the body of
Christ, His Church. If you are not a believer in Christ who has identified
yourself with His Church, don’t come to the table. Rather, wait, think, pray,
repent, and believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Parents will want to take note that we do not practice paedo-commun-
ion (infants or young children who have not yet taken membership vows
partaking of the Lord’s Supper) at First Presbyterian Church. Young people
who have answered the five questions of church membership and thus have
become communicant members of First Presbyterian Church (or the equiv-
alent at some other Gospel-believing church) are invited to the table.

The Presence of Christ
The consensus of Reformed teaching on the way in which Christ is present
in the Lord’s Supper may be summarized as follows: there is absolutely no
corporeal presence of Christ whatsoever in the Lord’s Supper. The believer
does not corporeally partake of Christ in the Supper. Christ is not elemen-
tally, spatially, or locally present in the Supper in any way. There is no
change or conversion of the elements in the Supper. The believer does
indeed receive Christ in the Supper, but not by the mouth, rather by faith.
Nor does Christ’s humanity come down to the believer, but by the Spirit the
believer is raised in heart to receive Christ in His ascended glory.   

A Guide to the Morning Service



FPC THIS WEEK
SUNDAY • October 11, 2009

Sunday Pre-Service Announcements — 8:20 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Hymns of the Faith Radio Program — 9:00 a.m. on 

WJNT 1180 AM
Prayer for Worship Service — 9:00 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. in 

M133
Sunday School — 9:40 a.m. - 10:40 a.m. in various locations
Inquirers Class — 9:40 a.m. in M133
Pre-Service Announcements — 10:50 a.m. in the Sanctuary
WIC Prayer Group — 5:00 p.m. in the Parlor
Pre-Service Announcements — 5:50 p.m. in the Sanctuary
First - Third Grade Catechism Class — 6:30 p.m. (dismissed 

from Sanctuary to M133)
Four- and Five-Year-Olds Scripture Memory Class — 

6:30 p.m. (dismissed from Sanctuary to M135)
Senior High Insight — 7:30 p.m. in the home of 

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Newton (206 Bellewether Pass)

Monday Circles Meet This Week
Scout Committee — 12:00 p.m. in MH
The Diaconate — 5:30 p.m. in PH
Cub Scout Pack Meeting — 5:30 p.m. in the Pavilion
Cub Scout "Wolves" — 6:00 p.m. in SC215
Joint Officers Meeting — 6:00 p.m. in MH
The Session — 7:00 p.m. in MS
Troop 18 Meeting — 7:00 p.m. in Scout Room/Gym

Tuesday Men's New Testament Bible Study — 6:30 a.m. in PH
Staff Meeting — 9:00 a.m. in HC
Discipleship Fall Luncheon Series — 11:45 a.m. in MH
Presbytery MTW Committee — 12:00 p.m. in SC210
Pathway Game Night — 7:00 p.m. in YH

Wednesday Senior Girls Small Group — 7:00 a.m. - Justin and 
Caroline Pillsbury (4412 Forest Park)

MOMS Bible Study — 9:00 a.m. in PH/SC
Discipleship Committee — 5:00 p.m. in MH
Family Night Supper — 5:00 p.m. in MH
Junior High Small Groups — 5:00 p.m. in YH
Pathway Core Team Meeting — 5:15 p.m. in WH202
Children's Activities — 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. on the Playground/Gym 
The Choir — 5:50 p.m. in MS
Sixth Grade Girls — 6:15 p.m. in 3 Year Old S.S. Classroom
Sixth Grade Boys — 6:30 p.m. in the Gym
Be A Witness — 6:30 p.m. in YH
Mid-Week Bible Study and Prayer Meeting — 6:30 p.m. in 

MH
Children's Choirs — 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. in various rooms as posted
Discipleship Groups — 6:30 p.m. in SC/WH/PH
Senior High Guys Small Groups — 7:45 p.m. in YH
Sophomore Girls Small Group — 7:45 p.m. - Justin and 

Caroline Pillsbury (4412 Forest Park)
Junior Girls Small Group — 7:45 p.m. in the Parlor

Thursday 1 Peter Ladies Bible Study — 9:00 a.m. in SC/ PH
Elijah Ladies Bible Study — 9:45 a.m. in MH
Elijah Study Prayer Time — 11:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary
International English Class — 6:45 p.m. in SC/PH

Friday No scheduled activities

Saturday Men's Prayer Breakfast — 7:30 a.m. in MH

CH - College House
LH - Lowe Hall
M - Main Floor
MCR - Ministers’

Conference Room

MH - Miller Hall
MS - Music Suite
PH - Patterson Hall
YH - Youth House
SC - Study Center

WH - Westminster Hall
HC - Hutton Chapel



II THESSALONIANS 3:1
"Finally, brethren, pray for us...." — Our FPC missionaries for today to lift up in
prayer: Jim and Mary Alice Patterson, missionaries with Wycliffe Bible
Translators ministering in North Carolina and Nasuli, Philippines, 6609 Old
Settlers Road, Waxhaw, NC.  Email: jim_patterson@sil.org

FLOWERS
The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memo-
ry of Paul Houston Stephenson IV. (John 17:24)

NEW MEMBERS
Last Sunday, we welcomed the following new members into our fellowship:  Mr.
and Mrs. Jimmy Rawden Baxter II (Lane) and Mrs. Mary Helon Coursey Roberts.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PROS
Changeless Truths in a Changing World

Our very own Nate Shurden, Minister of Discipleship, will be joining us on
October 22.  This devotional series, based on the Westminster Confession of Faith,
will lead us to consider the rich truths written by laymen and ministers
embroiled in the business of caring for families, making a living, or tending their
congregations, while at the same time taking a stand for truth in a very evil gen-
eration.  In the future we will be joined in this series by various members of our
ministerial staff.  After the devotional we will be fellowshipping around the table
with a delicious Italian meal featuring spaghetti with a hearty meat sauce, fresh
green salad, French bread and tiramisu for dessert.  PROS is designed as an
opportunity for fellowship, food and fun for any adult 55 years and up.  We
always welcome your guests!  We meet on the fourth Thursday of most months
of the year.  Our meetings begin at 11:00 am in Miller Hall and the cost of the
meal is $3.00.  The deadline to reserve your place is Monday, October 19 
(601- 353-8316).  We hope to see you there!

WIC CIRCLES

Monday, October 12, 9:45 a.m.
#5 Laura Blaylock and 

Bess Corbitt
Youth House

Monday, October 12, 10:00 a.m.
#2 Becky Ivison

2631 Lake Circle
#3 Willard Harrell

503 Willow Court Drive
#4 Anne Wilkins

Church Parlor
#12 Libby Garland

St Catherine's Village 
(Garden Room)

Monday, October 12, Noon
#14 Susan Turner

Miller Hall (Brown Bag)

Monday, October 12, 5:30 p.m.
#7 Marian Ware 

Miller Hall (Dinner)

Monday, October 12, 6:30 p.m. (Dinner)
#6 Amy Allison Russ

Church Parlor

Tuesday, October 13, 10:00 a.m.
#9 Mary Frances Crawford

Church Parlor
#10 Cathy May

4348 North Honeysuckle Lane
#11 Jan Mounger

Youth House

Tuesday, October 13, 10:30 a.m.
#13 Janet Quayle

Miller Hall

Thursday, October 15, 9:30 a.m.
#8 Kathy Newton

The Orchard

FALL DISCIPLESHIP LUNCHEON SERIES
With Dr. Tom Elkin

"Potholes on the Path – The Seven Major Problem Areas of Marriage"
Tuesday – October 13

"Two Hot Topics – Sex and Kids!"
Registration for a boxed lunch is closed but you can still sign up to attend.

Nursery Reservation Information
Please call or email Nan Whitney at 601-353-8316 or

receptionist@fpcjackson.org



The Sacrament of
The Lord’s Supper

will be observed today.
Participation requires your:

1. Reverence and attention
2. Discernment of the Lord’s Body, a clear 

understanding of the meaning of the 
Lord’s Supper

3. Meditation on Christ’s death and 
suffering

4. Self judgment
5. Sorrow for sin
6. Desire for Christ
7. Feeding on Him in faith
8. Trusting in Him
9. Rejoicing in His love

10. Giving thanks for His grace
11. Renewal of your covenant with God 

and commitment to Christ
12. Special love to all Christians

The Ten Commandments
1. You shall have no other gods

before Me.

2. You shall not make for yourself
an idol. You shall not worship
them or serve them.

3. You shall not take the name of
the LORD your God in vain.

4. Remember the Sabbath day, to
keep it holy.

5. Honor your father and your
mother.

6. You shall not murder.

7. You shall not commit adultery.

8. You shall not steal.

9. You shall not bear false witness
against your neighbor.

10. You shall not covet.




