
THE LORD'S DAY
The First Day of November, Two Thousand Nine

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-Thirty and Eleven O'Clock

Senior Minister — The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Mr. William F. Joseph III

Minister of Congregational Care

The Greetings and Announcements (8:20 and 10:50 a.m.)

The Prelude — "Take My Life, and Let it Be"...............................................Malan
Nancy Bateman, Cellist; Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist

The Introit — "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" .................................arr. Sjolund
Gena Everitt, Director

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 98 — "Now Thank We All Our God"

‡ The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

The Old Testament Reading — Isaiah 58 (Pew Bible pages 617-618)       

‡ The Hymn of Response No. 493 — "We Have Not Known Thee As We Ought"

The Morning Prayer

‡ The Hymn No. 676 — "Day by Day and with Each Passing Moment"

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — 1 Timothy 6:6-8 (Pew Bible page 993) 

The Sermon — "Godliness with Contentment Is Great Gain"...............Dr. Duncan 

‡ The Hymn of Response No. 432 — "We Give Thee But Thine Own"

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Anthem — "Offertory" .............................................................John Ness Beck

"With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings?
Shall I come before Him with yearling calves?

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil?
Shall I give Him my firstborn for my transgressions, the fruit of my body for the sin

of my soul?
He has shown you, O man; He has shown you what is good.

And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God."

Micah 6:6-8

‡ The Benediction

The Response — "Five-fold Amen"...........................................................Pinehurst

The Postlude — "An Exhortation to Praise"...........................................Lani Smith

‡Congregation standing

At the time of the Greetings and Announcements, and during the Prelude, the congregation
is invited to a season of silent and reverent preparation for corporate worship.

EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

Guest Minister — The Reverend Dr. Joel Beeke
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III 

Senior Minister

The Announcements and Words of Preparation (5:50 p.m.)

The Prelude — "The Lord's My Shepherd" ..........................................Jessie Irvine
Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 32 — "Great Is Thy Faithfulness"

‡ The Invocation

The Evening Hymn No. 707 — "Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken" (RUF Tune)

* The Greetings

The Evening Prayer — Ruling Elder Claude Harbarger

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Offertory — "Allelujah, Sing to Jesus" ...............................................Harrison
The Student Ensemble, Hanna Thomas, Accompanist

The Young Children's Devotional
The Song No. 529 - "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling" (Stanzas 1 and 4)
The Children's Catechism No. 95 

Q. "What is the seventh commandment?"
A. "The seventh commandment is:  You shall not commit adultery."

The Scripture — Exodus 20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18; Psalm 24:3-4; 
Matthew 5:8, 15:7-9; Romans 12:9

The Meditation................................Mr. Jason Grabulis, Senior Minister’s Intern
The Prayer ...........................................(The children dismissed following the prayer)

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — Judges 11:29-40 (Pew Bible page 212)   

The Sermon — "Contagious Sacrificial Submission" ..............................Dr. Beeke

‡ The Benediction and Response — "The Doxology"    

The Postlude — "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" .................................William Runyan

*The ushers may seat latecomers
‡Congregation standing

We are delighted to have you in our worship. May we
heartily worship and praise God together! If you
would like information about joining this church, we
cordially invite you to an informal meeting in the
Session Room following the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
worship services.

Welcome
Visitors

Thoughts on Stewardship
"Many a man becomes empty-handed because he does not know the art of
distribution."  (C.H. Spurgeon)

"If you are not content with what you have, you would not be satisfied if it
were doubled." (C.H. Spurgeon)

"It is much better to have your gold in the hand than in the heart." (Thomas
Fuller)

"The only safe rule is to give more than we can spare. Our charities should
pinch and hamper us. If we live at the same level of affluence as other peo-
ple who have our level of income, we are probably giving away too little."
(C.S. Lewis)    

The Stewardship Commitment
At the end of today's service, as we bring our tithes and offerings, we will
also have the opportunity to present our pledges as a financial commitment
to the support of the work and worship of the church in the year to come.
Use your pledge as a motivation and instrument for deliberate, purposeful
giving. Use it as a target to shoot for and exceed. Use it as a tool for more
consistent regular and monthly giving. Use it as a device for measuring your
increase over past giving. And aim to give sacrificially, even over and above
previous commitments, to ensure the full support of the church's work and
witness. Let us not bring an offering to the Lord that costs us nothing.

The Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs
Now Thank We All Our God

Our hearts ought still to be overflowing with thanks to God. This hymn will
help us express that. "Martin Rinkart (1586-1649) was a Lutheran minister in
Eilenburg, Saxony. During the Thirty Years' War, the walled city of
Eilenburg saw a steady stream of refugees pour through its gates. The
Swedish army surrounded the city, and famine and plague were rampant.
Eight hundred homes were destroyed, and the people began to perish.
There was a tremendous strain on the pastors who had to conduct dozens
of funerals daily. Finally, the pastors, too, succumbed, and Rinkart was the
only one left—doing 50 funerals a day. When the Swedes demanded a huge
ransom, Rinkart left the safety of the walls to plead for mercy. The Swedish
commander, impressed by his faith and courage, lowered his demands.
Soon afterward, the Thirty Years' War ended, and Rinkart wrote this hymn
for a grand celebration service. It is a testament to his faith that, after such
misery, he was able to write a hymn of abiding trust and gratitude toward
God."

We Have Not Known Thee As We Ought
This hymn of repentance is just the thing to follow Isaiah 58. How often
have we offered outward expression of faith far removed from the deepest
recesses of our hearts?  No, we have not known, loved, or served Thee as we
ought. But God is faithful, and with Him there is forgiveness.

Day by Day and with Each Passing Moment
Karolina Wilhemina Sandell-Berg (1832-1903), known to friends as "Lina,"
was the daughter of Jonas Sandell, pastor of the Lutheran church in
Fröderyd. At age 26, she accompanied her father on a boat trip to
Gothenburg, during which he fell overboard and drowned before her eyes.
The tragedy profoundly affected Lina and reportedly inspired her to write
hymns. Known as "the Fanny Crosby of Sweden," she wrote 650 hymns, of
which "Children of the Heavenly Father" is the best known. She married
Stockholm merchant C. O. Berg in 1867, but continued to initial her hymns
"L. S."

We Give Thee but Thine Own
Were we to truly believe the opening line of this hymn, it would revolu-
tionize our attitudes toward material possessions and our giving. If we were
to become convinced that all we are and have are gifts from above, and that
we are but stewards of the possessions of Another, it would change our
lives. May God grant to us this vision of earthly possessions today.   

A Guide to the Morning Service

The Guest Preacher
Preaching God's word to us tonight is Dr. Joel Beeke, President and
Professor of Systematic Theology and Homiletics at Puritan Reformed
Theological Seminary in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and pastor of the
Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation in Grand Rapids. His Ph.D.
is in Reformation and post-Reformation theology from Westminster
Theological Seminary, and he is frequently called on to lecture at seminaries
and to speak at Reformed conferences around the world.

Joel is also the editor of Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth, President of
Reformation Heritage Books and Inheritance Publishers, and vice president
of the Dutch Reformed Translation Society. He has written or edited fifty
books, most recently Truth that Frees: A Workbook on Reformed Doctrine for
Young Adults; The Quest for Full Assurance: The Legacy of Calvin and His
Successors; A Reader's Guide to Reformed Literature; Puritan Evangelism; and
Gisbertus Voetius: Toward a Reformed Marriage of Knowledge and Piety. He has
also contributed more than 1,500 articles to Reformed books, journals, peri-
odicals, and encyclopedias. He and his wife Mary have been blessed with
three children. Our own Derek Thomas regularly lectures for Joel at PRTS.
Joel is in town this week speaking at RTS.

Thoughts on Worship
Worship, God says, is a matter of the heart (John 4:23-24). If our lives are at
odds with His purposes, commands, and grace, then we will be unable to
worship Him from the heart, in Spirit and truth. Beauty and majesty in the
forms of worship, glorious music, architectural quality, and other aesthetic
aspects attached to our experience of corporate worship cannot produce
true worship or enable us to worship from the heart. Only the Holy Spirit
can produce true worship and does so only in the heart. That heart-work is
then expressed in our lives (in God-centeredness in our thinking and living,
and other-centeredness in our Christian neighbor-love). As John MacArthur
puts it: "If our corporate worship isn't the expression of our individual wor-
shiping lives, it is unacceptable. If you think you can live any way you want
and then go to church on Sunday and turn on worship with the saints,
you're wrong."

The Evening Prayer
Prayer is one of the central elements in Christian worship, and our services
are chock full of various prayers to God. Some focus on adoration and
praise; others ask for God's presence and blessing; still others may include
confession of sin and specific requests. At each of our worship services we
include a lengthy prayer, variously referred to as the "Great Prayer," the
"Pastoral Prayer," or simply the "Morning" and "Evening Prayer." We have
been led in our evening prayer by a ruling elder of the church for several
years now, and many of you have communicated your appreciation of this
practice. Our elders are tasked with the weighty responsibility of overseeing
the spiritual needs of this congregation, and leading us in prayer is one way
they discharge this duty. Do remember the ruling elders of this church in
your prayers. 

The Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs
Great Is Thy Faithfulness

"Great Is Thy Faithfulness" is a well known and loved twentieth-century
hymn. Thomas Chisholm wrote it, not in a time of extraordinary circum-
stances or trial, but simply in response to his own Christian experience of
the biblical truth of God's faithfulness. It is the official "school hymn" of the
Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. William Runyan wrote the tune specifi-
cally for these lyrics.

Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken
This is another great hymn from Henry Lyte (author of "Abide with Me"—
generally considered to be one of the ten best hymns in the English language
and of "Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven"). The words are powerful. This
is a hymn of personal consecration for Christ who has called us to take up
our cross and follow Him.   

A Guide to the Evening Service




