
THE LORD'S DAY
The Twelfth Day of July, Two Thousand Nine

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-Thirty and Eleven O'Clock

Presiding Minister — The Reverend Dr. Derek W.H. Thomas
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Nathan D. Shurden

Minister of Discipleship

The Greetings and Announcements (8:20 and 10:50 a.m.)

The Prelude — "Rejoice Greatly O My Soul".............................Sigfrid Karg-Elert
Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist

The Introit — "With a Voice of Singing".............................................Martin Shaw

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 165 — "Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim"

‡ The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

The Old Testament Reading — Isaiah 44:1-8 (Pew Bible page 604)

* The Welcome

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Anthem — "Because of Love" ..................................................Williams/Allen
"Why would God come to earth? Why would He choose a manger birth?
Why would He want to give me worth? Why would God come to earth?

Because of love.
He left the peace of heaven above. He left His majesty and came to earth

to ransom me because of love.
Why would God choose Calvary? Why would He suffer on a tree?

Why would He die for you and me? Why would God choose Calvary?
Because of love.

For God so loved the world, He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

He came to live in flesh and do His Father's will,
the sinless Son of God was slain on Calvary's hill.

But He arose from death to life triumphantly!
All this and more Christ did for me because of love.

Because of love, He left the peace of heaven above, He left His throne,
He left His majesty, and came to earth. He came to ransom me because of love,

Because God so loved!"

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — Romans 8:14-17 (Pew Bible pages 944-945)

The Sermon — The Best Chapter in the Bible: "Lovers of Abba"........Dr. Thomas

‡ The Hymn No. 261 — "What Wondrous Love Is This?"

The Lord's Supper
The Words of Institution
The Invitation
The Prayer of Consecration
The Apostles' Creed
The Ten Commandments
The Communion With Our Lord Jesus Christ and His People
The Prayer of Thanksgiving

‡ The Hymn of Response No. 252 — "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross"

‡ The Benediction

The Response — "God Be with You" ...............................................William Tomer

The Postlude — "What God Does Is Well Done" ................................J.G. Walther

*The ushers may seat latecomers
‡Congregation standing

At the time of the Greetings and Announcements, and during the Prelude, the congregation
is invited to a season of silent and reverent preparation for corporate worship.

EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

Presiding Minister — The Reverend Dr. Derek W.H. Thomas
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Jeremy H. Smith

Executive Minister

The Announcements and Words of Preparation (5:50 p.m.)

The Prelude — "Our Father in Heaven"...............................................F.W. Zachau
Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 521 — "My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less"

‡ The Invocation

The Evening Hymn No. 554 — "From Depths of Woe I Raise to Thee" (RUF Tune)

* The Greetings

The Evening Prayer — Ruling Elder Ward Toler

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Offertory — Genneysa Case, Soloist

The Young Children's Devotional

The Song No. 2 - "O Worship the King" (Stanzas 1 and 6)
The Children's Catechism No. 81

Q. "What does the first commandment tell us to do?"
A. "To worship only God."

The Scripture — Exodus 34:14; Deuteronomy 6:13-14; Psalm 29:2; 
Matthew 3:13-17, 4:8-10, 6:33

The Meditation ........................................Mr. David Felker, College Coordinator
The Prayer ...........................................(The children dismissed following the prayer)

‡ The Hymn No. 173 — "Praise Him! Praise Him!" (Stanzas 1-2)

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — John 3 (Pew Bible pages 887-888)

The Sermon — Encounters with Jesus: "A Bible Teacher"..................Dr. Thomas

‡ The Benediction and Response No. 173 — "Praise Him! Praise Him!" (Stanza 3)
"Praise Him! praise Him! Jesus, our blessed Redeemer!

Heav'nly portals loud with hosannas ring!
Jesus, Savior, reigneth forever and ever;

crown Him! crown Him! Prophet and Priest and King!
Christ is coming! over the world victorious,

pow'r and glory unto the Lord belong:
Praise Him! praise Him! tell of His excellent greatness;

praise Him! praise Him! ever in joyful song!"

The Postlude — "Postlude in D Minor"................................................J.G. Walther

*The ushers may seat latecomers
‡Congregation standing

We are delighted to have you in our worship. May we
heartily worship and praise God together! If you
would like information about joining this church, we
cordially invite you to an informal meeting in the
Session Room following the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
worship services.

Welcome
Visitors

The Lord's Supper
We are worshipping today in both word and sacrament. At First
Presbyterian Church, we follow the old Southern Presbyterian practice of
celebrating the Lord's Supper (what some churches call the "Eucharist" or
"Holy Communion") four times a year. The Ruling Elders of our church
assist in the distribution of the elements of the Supper as a visible manifes-
tation of their pastoral care of the flock.

The biblical teaching on the nature of the sacraments may be epito-
mized as follows: God's sacraments or covenant signs/seals are "visible
words" (Augustine). In them we see with our eyes the promise of God.
Indeed, in the sacraments we see, smell, touch and taste the word. In the
public reading and preaching of Scripture, God addresses our mind and
conscience through the hearing. In the sacraments, He uniquely addresses
our mind and conscience through the other senses. In, through and to the
senses, God's promise is made tangible. A sacrament is a covenant sign and
seal, which means it reminds us and assures us of a promise. That is, it
points to and confirms a gracious promise of God to His people. Another
way of saying it is that a sacrament is an action designed by God to sign
(symbolize) and seal (ratify) a covenantal reality, accomplished by the
power and grace of God, the significance of which has been communicated
by the word of God, and the reality of which is received or entered into only
by faith. Hence, the weakness, the frailty of human faith welcomes this gra-
cious act of reassurance. The sacraments are by nature supplemental to and
confirmatory of the promises held out in the word, and the grace conveyed
by them is the same grace held out via the means of preaching. The sacra-
ments are efficacious for the elect and the elect only, since their benefits are
sanctificational (that is, the Lord's Supper doesn't "save" us, it grows us) and
received by faith. In the Lord's Supper, the Christian, by faith, experiences
true communion with Christ in all His benefits.

Since the Lord's Supper is for professing believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ who have "discerned the body of the Lord"—that is, the Church—(1
Corinthians 11:29), it is appropriate that we confess our faith together before
we take it. We often use the Apostles' Creed in order to publicly declare our
wholehearted embrace of the truth of the faith once-delivered. We also recite
the Ten Commandments prior to taking the Lord's Supper. By recounting
the Law directly adjacent to the Gospel ordinance of the Lord's Supper we
are reminded of our need for the forgiveness of sins and the rich provision
we have in Jesus Christ's perfect obedience (see Romans 5:20).
The Lord's Table is for those who are trusting in Jesus Christ. So we invite to
this table, the Lord's table, all those who trust in Jesus Christ alone for their salva-
tion as He is offered in the Gospel and who have joined themselves to the body of
Christ, His Church. If you are not a believer in Christ who has identified
yourself with His Church, don't come to the table. Rather, wait, think, pray,
repent, and believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs
Ye Servants of God, your Master Proclaim

We open our morning worship with this glorious and loved hymn. This is
another one of Charles Wesley's fine contribution to our hymnal. It is
Christological throughout and begins by calling us to bear witness to our
Master. Having just concluded our Missions Conference, it is altogether fit-
ting that we remind ourselves again of our great privilege and responsibili-
ty to "publish abroad His wonderful name." The second stanza is an
acknowledgement of God's sovereignty, and the third stanza reminds us
that salvation is through Jesus. The final stanza calls us once again, having
sung of His majesty and mercy, to adore Him.   

What Wondrous Love Is This?
This is an old hymn, dating from the famous shaped-note songbook The
Southern Harmony (1835). If you grew up in Dixie, you probably had
grandparents who sang songs (or at least remembered hearing songs) from
that hymnal. The tune is a simple, but haunting, folk tune. The focus of the
hymn is the love of God. There are but three stanzas, and they each center
on very simple, but profound themes. Basically, the song asks us to think
about, or rather, to be lost in the glory of the love of Christ. Then it brings
home two practically applications of that love: (1) the desire to exalt the
Lord for that love, and (2) the comforting truth that we'll sing this song for-
ever and never tire of it.
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The Invocation
Having heard the call to worship, and responded with singing, we turn to
God in prayer. The opening prayer of the service always focuses upon the
praise, exaltation, and adoration of our great God, and "invokes" (thus "invo-
cation") His presence and communion with us as we come to worship Him.

Looking to Jesus
It is ever the Holy Spirit's work to turn our eyes away from self to Jesus; but
Satan's work is just the opposite of this, for he is constantly trying to make
us regard ourselves instead of Christ. He insinuates, "Your sins are too great
for pardon; you have no faith; you do not repent enough; you will never be
able to continue to the end; you have not the joy of His children; you have
such a wavering hold of Jesus." All these are thoughts about self, and we
shall never find comfort or assurance by looking within. But the Holy Spirit
turns our eyes entirely away from self: He tells us that we are nothing, but
that "Christ is all in all." Remember, therefore, it is not thy hold of Christ that
saves thee—it is Christ; it is not thy joy in Christ that saves thee—it is Christ;
it is not even faith in Christ, though that be the instrument—it is Christ's
blood and merits; therefore, look not so much to thy hand with which thou
art grasping Christ, as to Christ; look not to thy hope, but to Jesus, the source
of thy hope; look not to thy faith, but to Jesus, the author and finisher of thy
faith.    C.H. Spurgeon     

The Evening Prayer
Prayer is one of the central elements in Christian worship, and our services
are chock full of various prayers to God. Some focus on adoration and
praise; others ask for God's presence and blessing; still others may include
confession of sin and specific requests. At each of our worship services we
include a lengthy prayer, variously referred to as the "Great Prayer," the
"Pastoral Prayer," or simply the "Morning" and "Evening Prayer." For
awhile, we have been led in our evening prayer by a ruling elder of the
church, and many of you have communicated your appreciation of this
practice. Our elders are tasked with the weighty responsibility of overseeing
the spiritual needs of this congregation, and leading us in prayer is one way
they discharge this duty. Do remember the ruling elders of this church in
your prayers. They recognize the tremendous privileges and responsibilities
that Jesus has given to them, and they are acutely aware of their need for
divine strengthening and leading as they go about their work.

The Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

When this hymn was first published it was entitled "The Immutable Basis of
a Sinner's Hope" and its first line was: "Nor earth nor hell my soul can
move." The text rings with confidence of "no condemnation" because of our
justification, and serves to anchor our hope, not in our faithfulness to God,
but in His faithfulness to us. 

Edward Mote wrote the words of this great hymn. "He spent his early
career in the cabinetry business. One strong influence in his life was John
Hyatt, who preached at Tottenham Court Road Chapel, one of the chapels
run by Lady Huntingdon. Mote became a Baptist pastor in 1874, serving at
Horsham, Sussex, for 26 years. He was so well loved that his congregation
offered him title to the church building, but he said: 'I do not want the
chapel. I only want the pulpit; and when I cease to preach Christ, then turn
me out of that."

From Depths of Woe I Raise to Thee
This is one of Luther's psalm paraphrases, and it gives us a window into his
soul and into the tremendous peace of heart he derived from God's gracious
justification in Jesus Christ. Master this hymn and you're on the way to the
Protestant Reformation. It also recounts the Gospel that is at the very heart
of missions. We sing it tonight to the popular RUF tune.  

Praise Him! Praise Him!
One of many hundreds of hymns by Fanny Crosby, "Praise Him! Praise Him!"
echoes the words of Psalm 63:4, "I will praise the Lord all my life; I will sing
praise to my God as long as I live." Our sermon will center on Jesus and His
saving work. This hymn should help us prepare for the sermon by reminding
us of what He has done for us: "for our sins He suffered, and bled, and died."
Nothing is sweeter to contemplate than the finished work of Christ as our
Prophet, Priest and King

A Guide to the Evening Service




