
THE LORD'S DAY
The Twenty-Seventh Day of December, Two Thousand Nine

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-Thirty and Eleven O'Clock

Senior Minister — The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Mr. Nathan D. Shurden

Minister of Discipleship

The Greetings and Announcements (8:20 and 10:50 a.m.)

The Prelude — "Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming" .......................Johannes Brahms
Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 225 — "Once in Royal David's City"

‡ The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

The Old Testament Reading — Isaiah 66 (Pew Bible pages 625-626)  

‡ The Response No. 195 — "Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come" (Stanza 3)

The Solo — "I Wonder as I Wander"..............................................John Jacob Niles
Larry Edwards, Soloist

The Morning Prayer

‡ The Hymn No. 546 — "The Sands of Time Are Sinking"

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — Luke 8:40-56 (Pew Bible page 866) 

The Sermon — "Are You Laughing or Amazed?" .................................Dr. Duncan

‡ The Hymn of Response No. 646 — "Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts"

‡ The Benediction

The Congregational Response — "Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me.
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me.
Melt me, Mold me, Fill me Use me.
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me."

The Postlude — "Cortege" ................................................................Gordon Young

‡Congregation standing

At the time of the Greetings and Announcements, and during the Prelude, the congregation
is invited to a season of silent and reverent preparation for corporate worship.



EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

Presiding Minister — The Reverend Dr. Derek W. H. Thomas
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Mr. Jeremy H. Smith

Executive Minister

The Announcements and Words of Preparation (5:50 p.m.)

The Prelude — "A Gothic Prelude"...................................................Gordon Young
Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 535 — "O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus!"

‡ The Invocation

The Evening Hymn of Praise No. 401 — "All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night"

* The Greetings

The Evening Prayer — Ruling Elder David Cleland

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Offertory — "What Child Is This?"..................................................Folk Song
Allen Burrows, Paul Bowden, and Kristi Jordan

The Young Children's Devotional
The Song No. 559 — "Father, I Know That All My Life" (Stanzas 3 and 4)
The Children's Catechism No. 102

Q. "What does the tenth commandment tell us to do?"
A. "To be satisfied with who we are and what we have."

The Scripture — Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21; Philippians 4:11-13; 
1 Timothy 6:6-10; Hebrews 13:5

The Meditation ..............................................Mr. Brad Mills, Discipleship Intern
The Prayer ...........................................(The children dismissed following the prayer)

‡ The Hymn No. 538 — "More About Jesus Would I Know" (Stanzas 1-3)

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — 2 Peter 3:18 (Pew Bible page 1020)   

The Sermon — "The Last Words for the Last Sunday of the Year" ......Dr. Thomas

‡ The Benediction and Response No. 538 — "More About Jesus Would I Know"
(Stanza 4)   

"More about Jesus on his throne, riches in glory all his own;
more of his kingdom's sure increase; more of his coming, Prince of Peace."

The Postlude — "O How Blest Are Ye Whose Toils Are Ended" ....Johannes Brahms

*The ushers may seat latecomers
‡Congregation standing

We are delighted to have you in our worship. May we
heartily worship and praise God together! If you
would like information about joining this church, we
cordially invite you to an informal meeting in the
Session Room following the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
worship services.

Welcome
Visitors



The Sermon
What should be our goal in the coming year? Well, the Apostle Peter gives
us a good word in the closing verse of his second epistle, and that is where
we turn our attention tonight. 

The Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs
O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus!

This marvelous hymn was composed by Samuel Trevor Francis (1834-1925).
A London merchant and artist's son, Francis published a number of hymns
in religious newspapers and periodicals. He belonged to the Plymouth
Brethren congregation in London and served as an open air preacher. His
hymns and poems appeared in The Life of Faith and other papers and peri-
odicals. Not only is the text of this hymn set to a wonderful Welsh tune
(called "Ebenezer" or "Ton-Y-Botel"), but the words are rich and expressive.
As the title indicates, the great theme of the hymn is the surpassing love of
Christ. Using the metaphor of the ocean's vastness, Francis walks us
through an emotional meditation of Christ's love. In the first stanza, he
compares Christ's love to a vast, unbounded, rolling ocean — its sheer size
overwhelming our hearts and minds — and concludes with the thought that
Christ's love is leading us onward and homeward (the most peaceful of all
conceptions) to the glorious rest of heaven. Our hearts already full with
those thoughts, he moves to the second stanza, where he calls on his fellow
singers to spread Christ's praise from shore to shore. Having issued that
challenge, he asks us to meditate on the constancy of Christ's love, the watch
care of Jesus over those He loves, the cost which He bore to call them His
own (that is, death on the cross), and His heavenly intercession for the saints.
These profound themes having been introduced, he moves us into the third
stanza where he reminds us that Jesus' love is the best, the greatest love of 
all (contrary to the sentiments of certain contemporary pop singers!) and
then he teaches us that Jesus' love is a haven of rest, indeed. It is heaven on
earth — so powerful as to lift us up to glory itself. We can never get too 
much of a robust musical expression of the love of Christ that challenges us
to draw the comforting practical implications of the rich theology of Christ's
love found in the Scriptures, and that's precisely what this hymn does.   

All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night
This is one of the great "evening hymns" used as devotion and praise to God
at the close of a day. Verses one and two offer thanksgiving for the blessings
enjoyed during the day and ask for forgiveness for the sins committed dur-
ing the day. Verses three and four are prayers for the night's sleep, and verse
five contemplates the final sleep that will "forever chase dark sleep away."
The last stanza is, of course, known to you as the "Doxology" The text, writ-
ten by the godly and principled Thomas Ken, is set to a tune originally com-
posed by the Tudor period church musician Thomas Tallis. Ken wrote it to
be sung by his boys choristers at Winchester. This is a hymn well worth
using at home as part of your private and family devotions, and one great
reason that every family should own a copy of the hymnal.  

More About Jesus Would I Know
If our New Year's exhortation is to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus,
then this seems like an altogether appropriate hymn to God, expressing our
earnest desire to know more about Jesus as an integral part of our growth in
grace. 

A New Year Prayer
"Grant, Almighty God, that as You have given us once for all Your only
begotten Son to rule us, and have by Your good pleasure consecrated Him a
King over us, that we may be perpetually safe and secure under His hand
against all the attempts of the devil and of the whole world, — O grant, that
we may submit ourselves to be ruled by His authority, and so conduct our-
selves, that He may ever continue to watch for our safety: and as you have
committed us to Him, that He may be the guardian of our salvation, so also
permit us neither to turn aside nor fall, but preserve us ever in His service,
until we at length be gathered into that blessed and everlasting kingdom,
which has been procured for us by the blood of Your only Son. Amen." 

- John Calvin

A Guide to the Evening Service



The Welcome
We welcome all to this service of worship. If you are a Christian visiting
with us today, we greet you in the name of our common Lord. If you are not
a believer, we greet you as a friend and trust that you will sense the warmth
and genuineness of our reception. We also hope that this guide will help you
understand the various components of our service, and thus make you more
comfortable and familiar with it. By the way, we try to present most of our
announcements prior to the service in order to avoid interrupting the flow
of our worship of God with distractions that take our minds away from our
central purpose: giving to the Lord the glory due His name.

The Sermon
To understand the desperate circumstances of the anonymous woman who
was healed, you have to see this story in light of the Old Testament ceremo-
nial law, and in particular, that of Leviticus 15. This woman has been cere-
monially unclean for 12 years, during which time she was not permitted in
the Temple (no corporate worship). She could not sit on the same furniture
as other people, for anything she sat on was ceremonially unclean and any
who sat after her would become the same, necessitating a period of ceremo-
nial purification. She could not even be touched by another human being, or
her "uncleanness" would be transferred to them. This is more than a mere
medical miracle – this is life transforming!

The Old Testament Reading
After more than a year, we come to the conclusion of Isaiah's prophecy. It
was especially the last 20 or so chapters and their words of comfort, hope,
and joy that led us to choose this book as our Old Testament reading. 

The Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs
Once in Royal David's City

The author of this favorite carol of Christmastide was Phillips Brooks, the
famous Episcopal clergyman, still associated with Holy Trinity Church in
Boston's Back Bay area. For three stanzas Brooks piles up objective truths
about the incarnation and then applies them to us in the fourth. This hymn
has become a favorite here at First Presbyterian, through the choir's use of it
as a processional during the annual Music of Christmas, and it beautifully
reminds us of the incarnation, but perhaps even more poignantly, of that
day when "our eyes at last shall see him . . . not in that poor lowly stable . . .
but in heaven, set at God's right hand on high." Breathtaking.

Joy to the World
Watts wrote this Christological meditation on Psalm 98 as much about the
second coming of Christ as the first (several of our "Christmas hymns" share
this quality), but it has become one of our favorite seasonal songs. The third
stanza especially is an appropriate response to the reading of Isaiah 66, espe-
cially taken in connection with the preceding chapter, as finally He makes
His blessings flow far as the curse is found. Even so, Lord, quickly come.

The Sands of Time Are Sinking
An appropriate hymn to sing on this the last Lord's Day of the year (and of
the opening decade of the twenty-first century). Rutherford's moving
words, versified by Anne Cousin, are a moving reflection on the person of
the Savior. But these words reflect the person of Christ as He is experienced
by the saints who have passed on into glory. These are words of comfort to
bring peace to those whose days on earth are quickly fading, and who will
soon know the "fair sweet morn" for which they have hoped. These words
remind us that we live in light of eternity, that the "streams of earth [we've]
tasted more deep [we'll] drink above." There is something more than this
life, something that words can hardly express. For there, in heaven, "the
King there in His beauty without a veil is seen."

Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts
This hymn of devotion to Christ was written by Bernard of Clarivaux,
preacher of the First Crusade. Calvin quotes him frequently and Martin
Luther called him, "the best monk that ever lived, whom I admire beyond
all the rest put together."

A Guide to the Morning Service



FPC THIS WEEK
SUNDAY • December 27, 2009

Sunday Pre-Service Announcements — 8:20 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Hymns of the Faith Radio Program — 9:00 a.m. on 

WJNT 1180 AM
Prayer for Worship Service — 9:00 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. in 

M133
Sunday School — 9:40 a.m. - 10:40 a.m. in various locations
Pre-Service Announcements — 10:50 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Pre-Service Announcements — 5:50 p.m. in the Sanctuary
First - Third Grade Catechism Class — 6:30 p.m. (dismissed 

from Sanctuary to M133)
Four- and Five-Year-Olds Scripture Memory Class — 

6:30 p.m. (dismissed from Sanctuary to M135)
No Senior High Insight 

Monday VBS Meeting — 5:00 p.m. in PH
Troop 18 Scouts — 7:00 p.m. in Scout Room/Gym

Tuesday Staff Meeting — 9:00 a.m. in HC

Wednesday Family Night Supper — 5:00 p.m. in MH
Junior High Small Groups — 5:00 p.m. in YH
Children's Activities — 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. in the Gym 
Mid-Week Bible Study and Prayer Meeting — 6:30 p.m. in 

MH

Thursday No Activities Scheduled

Friday Church Offices Closed

Saturday Men's Prayer Breakfast — 7:30 a.m. in MH

CH - College House
LH - Lowe Hall
M - Main Floor
MCR - Ministers’

Conference Room

MH - Miller Hall
MS - Music Suite
PH - Patterson Hall
YH - Youth House
SC - Study Center

WH - Westminster Hall
HC - Hutton Chapel



II THESSALONIANS 3:1
"Finally, brethren, pray for us...." — Moner and Stenia Shaded, missionaries
with International Messengers in Warsaw, Poland, Bialozora 3, 02-817
Warsaw, Poland.  Email: mshaded@data.pl

YEAR-END GIVING REMINDER
If you are planning to donate stock to First Presbyterian Church before the
end of the year 2009, please notify Earl Davis in the Business Office at 
601-973-9107 at the time of your transaction.  

In order for year-end church contributions to be deducted on your 2009 tax
return, they must be received at First Presbyterian Church on or before
December 31, 2009. If you mail your contribution, the envelope must be post-
marked no later than December 31, 2009. All gifts received or postmarked
after December 31, 2009, will apply to your 2010 contribution statement.

MISSIONS CONFERENCE 2010
If you would like to provide housing for one or more of our missionaries 
during the week of February 24-28 (Wednesday through Sunday), please call
Allison Hurley in the Outreach Department at 601-973-9111 or email
allisonh@fpcjackson.org.

DAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR 2010-2011
The School Board of First Presbyterian Day School has established a priority
for members of the First Presbyterian Church for such vacancies as now
remain for the fall session commencing August 2010.  This priority ends at
noon on December 31, 2009, and pertains only to new students applying for
placement in the Day School. Accordingly, all interested persons of this con-
gregation should immediately contact the school.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Boy Scouts Troop 18 Court of Honor – January 18, 2010

Mid-South Men's Rally – January 29, 2010

Scout Sunday – February 7, 2010 

Missions Conference with The Rev. David Robertson – February 24-28, 2010




