
THE LORD'S DAY
The Twenty-Ninth Day of August, Two Thousand Ten

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-Thirty and Eleven O'Clock

Senior Minister — The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Dr. Derek W. H. Thomas

Minister of Teaching

The Greetings and Announcements (8:20 and 10:50 a.m.)

The Prelude — "My Faith Has Found a Resting Place"........................arr. Halberg
Dr. Dave Snyder, Pianist

The Introit — "Rise Up! Arise!" (St. Paul) ................................Felix Mendelssohn

The Call to Worship

‡ The Psalm of Praise No. 30 — "Our God, Our Help in Ages Past" (Psalm 90)

‡ The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

The Scripture Reading — Galatians 3 (Pew Bible pages 973-974)

The Response No. 44 — "How Great Thou Art" (Stanza 1)

"O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the worlds Thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee:
how great Thou art, how great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee:
how great Thou art, how great Thou art!" 

The Morning Prayer

The Hymn No. 363 — "We Gather Together"

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Anthem — "All Ye That Cried Unto the Lord"...................Felix Mendelssohn

"All ye that cried unto the Lord in distress and deep affliction,
He counteth all your sorrows in the time of need."

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — Luke 12:13-21 (Pew Bible page 871)

The Sermon — "Life Isn't Stuff (so don't worship Stuff)".....................Dr. Duncan

‡ The Hymn of Response No. 92 — "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God"

‡ The Benediction

The Congregational Response — "Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me.
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me."

The Postlude — "Prelude and Fugue in G" ...............................................J.S. Bach

*The ushers may seat latecomers.
‡Congregation standing

At the time of the Greetings and Announcements, and during the Prelude, the congregation
is invited to a season of silent and reverent preparation for corporate worship.

* ‡

* ‡



EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

Presiding Minister — The Reverend Dr. Derek W. H. Thomas
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III

Senior Minister

The Announcements and Words of Preparation (5:50 p.m.)

The Prelude — "'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus" ..................................McKechnie
Caroline Pillsbury, Pianist

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 646 — "Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts"

‡ The Invocation

The Evening Hymn Medley — 
No. 467  "Wonderful Grace of Jesus" (Stanza 1)
No. 455  "And Can It Be That I Should Gain" (Stanza 4)
No. 501  "Just As I Am, without One Plea" (Stanzas 1 and 5)
No. 465  "Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord" (Stanza 3)

* The Greetings

The Evening Prayer — Ruling Elder Noel Toler

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Offertory — "Create in Me" (Psalm 51).............................Michael Burkhardt
The Student Ensemble, Hannah Thomas, Accompanist

The Young Children's Devotional

The Song No. 420 — "At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing" (Stanza 1)
The Children's Catechism No. 135

Q. "What does the wine stand for?"
A. "Christ's blood, poured out for the forgiveness of our sins."

The Scripture — Exodus 5:1, 6:5-7, 12:12-13; Leviticus 17:11; Matthew
26:27-28; Romans 5:9 1 Corinthians 11:25-26; Ephesians 1:7;
Hebrews 9:22; 1 Peter 1:18-19

The Meditation .....................................Dr. Derek Thomas, Minister of Teaching 
The Prayer ...........................................(The children dismissed following the prayer)

‡ The Hymn No. 461 — "Not What My Hands Have Done" (Stanzas 1-4)

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — Colossians 1:21-23 (Pew Bible page 983)   

The Sermon — The Gospel-Centered Life "Keeping the Gospel in Focus" ...Dr. Thomas

‡ The Benediction and Response No. 461 — "Not What My Hands Have Done" 
(Stanza 5)

"I praise the God of grace; I trust His truth and might;
He calls me His, I call Him mine, my God, my joy, my light.

'Tis He who saveth me, and freely pardon gives;
I love because He loveth me, I live because He lives."

The Postlude — "We Praise Thee and Adore Thee" ............Heinrich Scheidemann
William Wymond, Organist

*The ushers may seat latecomers.
‡Congregation standing

We are delighted that you are here with us today. Our
hope is that your understanding and love of Jesus
Christ will grow because of your visit.  To answer any
questions you might have please come by our
Greeting Courtyard through the doors on the South
side (right side as you face the pulpit) of the sanctu-
ary after the 8:30 a.m. or the 11:00 a.m. worship serv-
ice. We would love to meet you.

To All Our
Visitors



The Sermon Series
This is the final sermon in our summer series on the Gospel. By the way, if
you missed any of the sermons, they (along with all of our sermons) are
available on the church's website (www.fpcjackson.org) or can be borrowed
or purchased from the Learning Resource Center.

The Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs
Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts

The author of this famous hymn, Bernard of Clairvaux, was the son of a
knight who served the Duke of Burgundy, France. Bernard was educated at
Chatillon, where he was distinguished by his studious and meditative
habits. He entered the monastery of Citeaux (the first Cistercian institution)
in 1113. He rose to eminence in Church politics and gained fame by "preach-
ing the Crusades." He was well known in Rome, and founded 163 monas-
teries throughout Europe. Bernard, despite his blind spots and flaws, was a
man of exceptional piety and spiritual vitality. Martin Luther, 400 years
later, called him, "the best monk that ever lived, whom I admire beyond all
the rest put together." He was a favorite of John Calvin, who quotes him
often.  

The Hymn Medley
The good news unites these four hymns. Pay attention to the stanzas we will
be singing.

Wonderful Grace of Jesus
The words are by Haldor Lillenas who emigrated to America as a child; his
family settled first in South Dakota, then moved to Oregon in 1889. He
attended Deets Pacific Bible College in Los Angeles, California (later
renamed to Pasadena College); studied music at the Siegel-Myers School of
Music in Chicago, Illinois; and received an honorary Doctor of Music degree
from Olivet Nazarene College. His first pastorate was in Lompoc,
California, in 1910; he later pastored in Redlands, California, and
Indianapolis, Indiana. In 1924, he founded the Lillenas Music Company
(bought by the Nazarene Publishing Company in 1930), and worked as an
editor there until his retirement in 1950.

And Can It Be That I Should Gain
The focus of the whole text is the sovereignty of God's grace in salvation,
and so it helps us to prepare for today's Scripture reading and sermon. The
chorus repeatedly bids us wonder at the very thought that Christ, very God
of very God, would lay down His life for unworthy sinners like ourselves.

Just As I Am
As we consider how we are made right before God, we are reminded afresh
that we are "without one plea"—and so forced to run to God, through Christ,
for grace. This song leads us there. Though many will associate this hymn
with the Baptist church and "altar calls," it was written by an Anglican
(Episcopalian) after a French Reformed minister had been instrumental in
leading her to Christ.

Marvelous Grace of our Loving Lord
An old favorite of our congregation, this hymn highlights the sovereign
grace of God. Julia Harriet Johnston (1849-1919), the author of this hymn,
lived in Peoria, Illinois, from age six. Her father was pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church in Peoria, and Julia directed the First Presbyterian
Church Sunday school for over 40 years. She also found time to serve as
president of the Presbyterian Missionary Society of Peoria for 20 years, and
to write more than 500 hymns.

Not What My Hands Have Done
"Our hope is built on nothing less, but Jesus' blood and righteousness." The
opening lines to that famous hymn faithfully summarize the truths taught
in this hymn by Horatius Bonar. We need to be reminded time and time
again of the truths of the gospel. We need to hear that we have contributed
nothing to our own salvation—that the weight of sin is more than we can
bear, that the guilt of sin is a wall which we could never scale, and that the
demands of God's righteousness are beyond the works of our hands. We
need to be reminded because we desperately want to contribute something
to our salvation, something that we have done which we could offer as
proof of our own worthiness. But it is the work of Christ alone to which we
look; it is the merits of Christ alone which we plead; and it is the grace of
God alone to which we flee.

A Guide to the Evening Service



The Sermon
Materialism is not an exclusively modern, western phenomenon. Jesus
addresses His first century listeners with convicting words about the dan-
gers of a heart too attached to stuff. Our existence is not defined by the
amount or quality of the things we possess. 

The Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs
Our God, Our Help In Ages Past

We begin our sung congregational praise this morning using Isaac Watts'
famous paraphrase of Moses' Psalm 90. It reminds us of God's eternity and
providence. Despite our finitude and the seemingly ephemeral nature of
human existence, believers face the future with a godly and certain confi-
dence because our God reigns and rules and protects His people. No won-
der Watts entitled this song "Man Frail, and God Eternal." William Croft's
majestic tune, ST. ANNE, is named after the church (St. Anne, Soho,
London) he served as organist. Interestingly, this hymn was sung at the
funeral of former British Prime Minister, Sir Winston Churchill, in St. Paul's
Cathedral, London, 1965. Bailey says: "By universal consent this hymn is
one of the grandest in the whole realm of English Hymnody. It is found in
practically every hymnal. No other embraces in such moving language the
whole scope of history, faith in a God who realizes His purposes through
history, and the solidarity of a nation which in times of crisis places its hope
in the Eternal."  

To God Be the Glory
This is one of 8,000 hymns penned in the life of its author, Fanny J. Crosby
(1820-1915). Though blind from the age of six weeks she said: "It seemed
intended by the blessed providence of God that I should be blind all my life,
and I thank him for the dispensation. If perfect earthly sight were offered me
tomorrow I would not accept it. I might not have sung hymns to the praise
of God if I had been distracted by the beautiful and interesting things about
me." In her lifetime, Fanny Crosby was one of the best known women in the
United States. To this day, the vast majority of American hymnals contain
her work.

We Gather Together
This hymn is often associated with Thanksgiving in America, but the words
are as much (or more) about the blessings and privileges enjoyed by the peo-
ple of God than they are about giving thanks per se. We sing it today in
praise of the Lord who has so richly blessed us and as a celebration of the
Church. The first stanza enjoins us to praise God for His kind care and deliv-
erance of His people, especially from their enemies. The second stanza
reminds us that God is active in ruling and ordering the lives of His people.
We can rejoice, and we can have peace because, "from the beginning the
fight we were winning" for "Thou, Lord, wast at our side." The final stanza
continues to praise God as our "leader triumphant," and closes with the peti-
tion that the Church, God's people, would be able to stand up under any
tribulation we would face. The third line of this final stanza has actually
been modified by the editors of our hymnal. The original, some of you will
remember, has us praying that we would "escape" tribulation. Our present
rendering has replaced "escape" with "endure through," a more difficult line
to sing given the meter, but more theologically correct.  

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Luther's great "battle hymn" of the Reformation draws on Psalm 46 for
strength to meet the challenges of the day. It is especially the second half of
the final stanza that makes this a perfect response to the message this morn-
ing: "let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; the body they may kill:
God's truth abideth still; his kingdom is forever." Luther wrote both the
words and music (a rarity in the history of hymnody), though there is no
truth to the legend that the melody was borrowed from a popular tavern
song. 

A Guide to the Morning Service



FPC THIS WEEK
SUNDAY • August 29, 2010

Sunday Pre-Service Announcements — 8:20 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Prayer for Worship Service — 9:00 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. in 

M133
Sunday School — 9:40 a.m. - 10:40 a.m. in various locations
Pre-Service Announcements — 10:50 a.m. in the Sanctuary
College Luncheon — 12:00 p.m. in PH
Student Ensemble — 4:45 p.m. in MS
Student Ensemble Supper — 5:25 p.m. in MH
Pre-Service Announcements — 5:50 p.m. in the Sanctuary
First - Third Grade Catechism Class — 6:30 p.m. (dismissed 

from Sanctuary to M133)
Four- and Five-Year-Olds Scripture Memory Class — 

6:30 p.m. (dismissed from Sanctuary to M135)
Senior High Insight — 7:30 p.m. in the home of 

Ann Walton Stringer (107 Creekwood Drive)

Monday RUM — 9:00 a.m. in PH
Women's Ministry Leadership Council/Leadership 

Installation — 9:00 a.m. in SC210
Troop 18 Scouts Informational Meeting — 7:00 p.m. in MH

Tuesday Staff Meeting — 9:00 a.m. in HC
Sunday School Officers' Meeting — 12:00 p.m. in MH
Stewardship Committee — 12:00 p.m. in MH
Cub Scouts Pack 7 Informational Meeting — 6:00 p.m. in 

LH
Internationals Class American Picnic — 6:00 p.m. in MH

Wednesday MOMS New Member Coffee and Leadership Training — 
9:00 a.m. in PH

Family Night Supper — 5:00 p.m. in MH
Junior High Small Groups — 5:00 p.m. in YH
Children's Activities — 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. on the Playground/ 

Pavilion/Gym 
Children's Choirs — 6:30 p.m. in Various Rooms as Posted
The Choir — 5:50 p.m. in MS
The Gospel in the Old Testament Study — 6:15 p.m. in PH/ 

2nd Floor SC
Mid-Week Bible Study and Prayer Meeting — 6:30 p.m. in 

LH
Discipleship Groups — 6:30 p.m. in SC / WH / PH
Young Adult Ladies’ Bible Study — 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. in the 

home of Ashley Hall
Senior High Late Night — 7:30 p.m. in HC

Thursday Exodus Bible Study — 9:00 a.m. in PH/SC
Men of the Covenant — 11:45 a.m. in MH

Friday Sew 'N Sow — 9:00 a.m. in SC211 

Saturday Men's Prayer Breakfast — 7:30 a.m. in MH

CH - College House
LH - Lowe Hall
M - Main Floor
MCR - Ministers’

Conference Room

MH - Miller Hall
MS - Music Suite
PH - Patterson Hall
YH - Youth House
SC - Study Center

WH - Westminster Hall
HC - Hutton Chapel



ANNOUNCEMENTS
II THESSALONIANS 3:1

Sarah Grafton, serving with International Students, Inc. (ISI), Jackson, MS.
Email Address:  shgrafton@bellsouth.net

FLOWERS
The flowers in the sanctuary today are from the wedding of Elizabeth
Sudduth and Daniel Eveland in memory of Dr. Samuel Britton Johnson and
Gladys Baxter Sudduth, grandparents of the bride, and Barbara Barry
Eveland, grandmother of the groom.

MEN OF THE COVENANT
Men, please join us for lunch on Thursday, September 2, in Miller Hall from
11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Our speaker will be Mr. Joshua Rieger, Coordinator of
Discipleship and Young Adults, First Presbyterian Church.  Joshua was raised
in northern Virginia, the son of a pastor at Immanuel Bible Church.  He
attended the University of Arizona where he received a degree in
Management Information Systems and participated in the Navy Reserve
Officer Training Corps (NROTC).  He received his commission as an ENSIGN
in the U. S. Navy following his graduation from college and served for 7 years
on two destroyers and a shore command.  Josh left the Navy in 2007 to attend
Reformed Theological Seminary in Jackson, MS.  He graduated from RTS in
2010. Josh is married to Gina and is a new father to Jackson Hall who was
born this summer. Reservations are not required and the cost of lunch is $6.00.
Please contact Shannon Craft at 601-326-9243 or shannonc@fpcjackson.org if
you have any questions.  

FALL INQUIRERS CLASS
The Fall Inquirers Class will begin Sunday, September 12, at 9:30 a.m. in room
M133 (next to the Library) and will run through November 29.  This class is
for members and visitors who want to know more about our church and its
ministries, our denomination, Presbyterian doctrine and beliefs, church his-
tory, and church government. To sign up for the class or for more information,
contact Shannon Craft at 601-326-9243 or shannonc@fpcjackson.org.

COLLEGE LUNCHEON TODAY
Immediately Following the 11:00 a.m. Service

Miller Hall

PLEASE NOTE
The church offices and Twin Lakes Conference Center will be closed on 

Monday, Labor Day, September 6.
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Living the Gospel:
Evangelism and the Christian Life
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