
THE LORD'S DAY
The Sixth Day of December, Two Thousand Nine

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-Thirty and Eleven O'Clock

Senior Minister — The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Mr. William F. Joseph III

Minister of Congregational Care

The Greetings and Announcements (8:20 and 10:50 a.m.)

The Prelude — "What Child Is This" ......................................................Paul Manz
Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist

The Introit — "O Come, O Come Immanuel" ..................................Ancient Chant

The Call to Worship

‡ The Psalm of Praise No. 198 — "Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates" (Psalm 24)

‡ The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

The Old Testament Reading — Isaiah 63 (Pew Bible pages 622-623)  

‡ The Response No. 195 — "Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come"     

The Morning Prayer

‡ The Hymn No. 218 — "Angels, from the Realms of Glory"

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Anthem — "Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain"....................Jennings
Climb to the top of the highest mountain, Joyous tidings proclaim the world,

Lift up your voice, Shout the good news:  Behold your Lord comes to you.
He will feed His flock like a shepherd, He will carry the lambs in His arms, 

He will ever keep them safe from harm.
Behold your Lord comes to you.

He who made the stars in the heaven, He who fashioned the earth and the sea, 
From time eternal He was God, the Alpha and Omega, He.  Behold, your Lord!

He will come in pow'r and glory, He will rule with mercy and truth, Hope of all
the nations, 

Light of the world, Light of all the world.
He will love the little children, He will hold them in His arms.  Love Him and
trust Him as a little child,

Behold your Lord comes to you.  Love Him as a child, as a child."

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — Luke 8:22-25 (Pew Bible page 865) 

The Sermon — "The Winds and Waves Still Know".............................Dr. Duncan

‡ The Hymn of Response No. 689 — "Be Still, My Soul"

‡ The Benediction

The Response — "O Come Let Us Adore Him!" .....................................Willcocks

The Postlude — "Joy to the World" ..................................................Franklin Ritter

‡Congregation standing

At the time of the Greetings and Announcements, and during the Prelude, the congregation
is invited to a season of silent and reverent preparation for corporate worship.



EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

Presiding Minister — The Reverend Dr. Derek W. H. Thomas
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Mr. Jeremy H. Smith

Executive Minister

The Announcements and Words of Preparation (5:50 p.m.)

The Prelude — "Andante" (Sonata In D) ................................Dieterich Buxtehude
Jackie Bateman, Violin; Nancy Bateman, Cello; William Wymond, Harpsichord

The Mission Report — Dr. Sal Pellicano, Beginning Again in Christ

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 196 — "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus"

‡ The Invocation

The Evening Hymn No. 194 — "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"

* The Greetings

The Evening Prayer — Ruling Elder John Crawford

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Offertory — "Gloria in Excelsis, Deo" ...................................Antonio Vivaldi
The Student Ensemble

Nan Whitney, Violin I; Jackie Bateman, Violin II; Nancy Bateman, Cello; 
Hanna Thomas, Harpischord

The Young Children's Devotional

The Song No. 154 — "Thou Art the Way" (Stanzas 1, 2, and 4)
The Children's Catechism No. 100

Q. "What does the ninth commandment tell us to do?"
A. "Always to tell the truth."

The Scripture — Exodus 20:16; Deuteronomy 5:20; John 14:6; Acts 5:1-10;
Ephesians 4:25-32; Colossians 3:9-10; Titus 1:1-2

The Meditation......................................Mr. Ryan Biese, Senior Minister's Intern
The Prayer ...........................................(The children dismissed following the prayer)

‡ The Hymn No. 213 — "What Child Is This"

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — Genesis 3:1-15 (Pew Bible pages 2-3)   

The Sermon — "Christmas Viewed from Afar: Eden" ..........................Dr. Thomas

‡ The Benediction and Response No. 213 — "What Child Is This" (Stanza 3)

"So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own Him;
the King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone Him.

Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby:
joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary."

The Postlude — "From Heaven on High to Earth I Come"....................Max Regar

*The ushers may seat latecomers
‡Congregation standing

We are delighted to have you in our worship. May we
heartily worship and praise God together! If you
would like information about joining this church, we
cordially invite you to an informal meeting in the
Session Room following the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
worship services.

Welcome
Visitors



The Sermon Series
Our Minister of Teaching, Derek Thomas, has put together this brief, three
week sermon series called, "Christmas Viewed From Afar." We begin tonight
back in the Garden of Eden, where the first glimpse of Gospel promises are
gained. It is Christmas viewed from Eden. Next Lord's Day evening we will
consider the coming Messiah from the perspective of Heaven, looking at John's
famous opening chapter. And then on Sunday morning, December 20, our
attention will turn to the angels. What were they thinking as the Son of God
was born into this world? It is Christmas viewed by the angelic beings. 

The Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs
Carols became hugely popular during the Medieval period, especially during
the period of Francis of Assisi and onwards. At a time when there were no
Bibles, and there were no Scriptures for the printing press, bands of minstrels
would go from town to town performing various things—some Christian,
some not—and there was a tremendous amount of the singing of Christmas
carols, some of which would include material that would have nothing to do
with Scripture. "I Saw Three Ships," for example, a very famous carol, has its
origin during that period. 

It's for reasons like these that the Puritans, for example, banned the singing
of Christmas carols, and not just the English Puritans, now, but the New
England Puritans: Puritans like John Cotten, Puritans like Cotton Mather and
his father, Increase Mather. 

In 1659, the Massachusetts Puritans declared that the observation of
Christmas was a criminal offense. They passed the so-called Five-Shilling Anti-
Christmas Law: 

"Whosoever shall be found observing any such day as Christmas or the
like, either by forbearing labor, feasting, or any other way upon such
account as aforesaid, every such person so offending shall pay for each
offense five shillings as a fine to the country."

Well, we've come a long way, I suppose, since then.
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Another of Charles Wesley's masterpieces of hymnody (the second and third
stanzas are modern, but worthy accompaniment to Wesley's two stanzas). It
ponders the richness of revelation found in the prophecies of the Old 
Testament and plunges the depths of the reality of the second member of the
Triune God becoming man. "Born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a
king, born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring." We sing it
this evening as our opening hymn of praise. Oh, by the way, you may associate
this tune with another in our hymnal—"Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!"   

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
We go back over 800 years as we sing the text of this song, written as it was in
the 12th century. In keeping with our theme today, the imagery of the coming
Emmanuel is taken from Old Testament language. We sing of the "Rod of Jesse"
and the "Key of David," who "to thy tribes, on Sinai's height, in ancient times
didst give the law." As with other hymns today, this one, too, reflects as much
the Second Advent as it does the first. The church prays in the language of Zion;
she is the new Israel anxiously and faithfully awaiting the final act of the new
exodus. The plainsong melody is haunting, and the text is a translation of a 12th
century Latin antiphon (sentences sung by two choirs in response to one anoth-
er). 

What Child Is This
That is the question of Christmas, is it not? Who is this Child? William Dix (the
author of the carol "As With Gladness Men of Old") penned the words of this
famous hymn/carol. Dix aptly explores the glorious paradoxes of the incarna-
tion. The tune is haunting and so well-suited to express the mystery of the
Mighty Creator Christ fully entering into the realm of humanity. This carol also
expressly reminds us that Christ came to die for our sins—truth often lost in the
sentiment of this season.

We sing it today to the most traditional of all English tunes,
"Greensleeves." The original carol may well be associated with Henry VIII, and
the tune "Greensleeves" is mentioned in Shakespeare's Merry Wives of Windsor.
William Dix, though an Englishman from Somerset, became manager of a
marine insurance company in Glasgow. Dix wrote a poem entitled "The
Manger Throne," adapting the words of this hymn to its current form. In it he
imagines visitors coming to the manger in Bethlehem and wondering who is
the child that lies before them. Each verse ends with a triumphant statement of
His divine nature.

A Guide to the Evening Service



The Sermon
We continue this month in our study of Luke's Gospel on Sunday mornings.
Chapter eight contains three miraculous events that will occupy much of
our thoughts. The first is the familiar story of the calming of the storm.
Perhaps it is familiar because there is more than one such story of the stormy
Sea of Galilee threatening the lives of the disciples recorded in the Gospels.
In this instance, Jesus is in the boat with them, His human mind seemingly
unaware and His person seemingly unconcerned, whereas in the other story
involving a storm on the Sea of Galilee, Jesus walks across the water and
joins them in the boat. 

For C. S. Lewis, miracles like these provided clues for what mankind's
relationship to the natural world would have been like had the fall not taken
place (see Miracles, chapter 15), but this morning, we want to turn our atten-
tion to the One whom the waves and winds still know.

The Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs

We begin the Christmas season with several of our favorite carols. Over the
course of the next few weeks, we hope to sing through most of these famil-
iar songs that remember and reflect upon the mystery of the incarnation.

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!
Our first official "Christmas carol" of the year is a psalm! This excellent new
covenant rendition of Psalm 24 emphasizes the coming of the Lord, a theme
we find in the very opening chapters of the Bible. Churches that follow the
ecclesiastical calendar call this season "Advent," in celebration not only of
Christ's first coming but also in anticipation of His second coming. The
church's longing for the second coming of Christ (as well as our thankful-
ness for His first coming) can be fully expressed in the singing of this psalm.

Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come
Watts wrote this Christological meditation on Psalm 98 as much about the
second coming of Christ as the first (several of our "Christmas hymns" share
this quality), but it has become one of our favorite seasonal songs. It has a
clear connection to the reading from Isaiah this morning as well. The birth
of our Savior was part of God's pity in redemption (Isaiah 63: 9). We sing it
this morning to Lowell Mason's superb arrangement of Handel's lively tune.

Angels, from the Realms of Glory
James Montgomery wrote these lyrics and published them in a newspaper
in Sheffield, England, on Christmas Eve, 1816. Born on November 4, 1771 in
Irvine, Ayrshire, Scotland, Montgomery (in 1794) became the editor of the
Sheffield Iris newspaper in Sheffield, England. He was a great supporter of
missions and the Bible Society, and wrote over 400 hymns during his 
lifetime.

The first three stanzas of the hymn recall those who were first to greet
the newborn King: angels, shepherds and sages are all encouraged to "come
and worship." Then comes the call for those who were waiting for the long–
expected Messiah to join the song of praise, followed in the fifth stanza
where all creation is employed to give praise to the Triune God.

Be Still My Soul
This magnificent hymn by Katharina von Schlegel is the epitome of a prop-
er response to trials and difficulties in life. It offers comfort and hope to the
believer based on a litany of biblical truth. Be still, my soul, for all things
work together for good for those that love God (stanza 1). Be still, my soul,
for God is sovereign (stanza 2). Be still, my soul, for trials bring us closer to
God (stanza 3). Be still, my soul, for one day soon we shall enter a rest where
grief and pain are no more (stanza 4). Be still, my soul, for even though we
may not understand, we have faith in our heavenly Father, and we place our
trust in His perfect plan. The glorious tune "Finlandia" was written, of
course, by the famous composer Jean Sibelius.

A Guide to the Morning Service



FPC THIS WEEK
SUNDAY • December 6, 2009

Sunday Pre-Service Announcements — 8:20 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Hymns of the Faith Radio Program — 9:00 a.m. on WJNT 

1180 AM
Prayer for Worship Service — 9:00 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. in 

M133
Sunday School — 9:40 a.m. - 10:40 a.m. in various locations
Pre-Service Announcements — 10:50 a.m. in the Sanctuary
New Members Received — 4:30 p.m. in PH (Elders arrive at 

5:00 p.m.)
Student Ensemble — 4:45 p.m. in MS
WIC Prayer Group — 5:00 p.m. in the Parlor
Pre-Service Announcements — 5:50 p.m. in the Sanctuary
First - Third Grade Catechism Class — 6:30 p.m. (dismissed 

from Sanctuary to M133)
Four- and Five-Year-Olds Scripture Memory Class — 

6:30 p.m. (dismissed from Sanctuary to M135)
Senior High Insight — 7:30 p.m. in the home of William and 

John Moore (200 Hickory Glen)

Monday Women's Ministry Leadership Council — 9:30 a.m. in PH
The Diaconate Executive Committee — 11:45 a.m. in MH
Student Ministry Moms' Prayer Group — 1:30 p.m. in YH
Troop 18 Scouts — 7:00 p.m. in Scout Room and Gym

Tuesday Men's New Testament Bible Study — 6:30 a.m. in PH
Staff Meeting — 9:00 a.m. in HC
MTW Committee — 12:00 p.m. in MH
MS Valley Credentials Committee — 4:00 p.m. in SC210
WIC Christmas Dinner — 6:00 p.m. in MH

Wednesday MNA Committee — 12:00 p.m. in MH
Ladies' Bible Teacher Training — 5:00 p.m. in WH204
Family Night Supper — 5:00 p.m. in MH
Junior High Small Groups — 5:00 p.m. in YH
Pathway Core Team Meeting — 5:15 p.m. in WH202
Children's Activities — 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. in the Gym 
The Choir — 5:50 p.m. in MS
Mid-Week Bible Study and Prayer Meeting — 6:30 p.m. in 

MH
Sophomore Girls' Small Group — 6:30 p.m. - Justin and 

Caroline Pillsbury (4412 Forest Park)
Senior High Guys' Small Groups — 7:45 p.m. in YH
Junior Girls' Small Group — 7:45 p.m. in the Parlor

Thursday International English Class — 6:45 p.m. in SC/PH

Friday Sew and Sow Mentoring Group — 9:00 a.m. in SC211
Jr. High Progressive Dinner — 6:00 p.m. in YH

Saturday Men's Prayer Breakfast — 7:30 a.m. in MH

CH - College House
LH - Lowe Hall
M - Main Floor
MCR - Ministers’

Conference Room

MH - Miller Hall
MS - Music Suite
PH - Patterson Hall
YH - Youth House
SC - Study Center

WH - Westminster Hall
HC - Hutton Chapel



II THESSALONIANS 3:1
"Finally, brethren, pray for us...." — Bill and Pam Schweitzer, missionaries with
MTW in the United Kingdom, The Cottage, Ravensworth Park, Gateshead, NE11
0HQ, United Kingdom.  Email: bill.schweitzer@btinternet.com

STEWARDSHIP 2010
If you have not turned in your Stewardship Commitment Card, you may place
it in the regular offering plate during this Sunday's worship services. Cards are
available in the sanctuary pews and in the tract racks throughout the church.  To
date, we have received 476 commitment cards for a total of $3,894,118.60 and 127
debt retirement cards for a total of $96,022.00.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH DAY SCHOOL
The School Board of First Presbyterian Day School has established a priority for
members of the First Presbyterian Church for such vacancies as now remain for
the fall session commencing August 2010.  This priority ends at noon on
December 31, 2009, and pertains only to new students applying for placement in
the Day School. 
Accordingly, all interested persons of this congregation should immediately con-
tact the school.  Current students (including church members or siblings) have a
priority until December 11, 2009.

ATTENTION PARENTS OF COMMUNICANTS
A new communicant's class, open to anyone 6th grade through senior high who
is interested in joining the church, will begin Sunday, January 20, 2010, and con-
clude on Sunday, February 7.  
All 6th graders have received a communicant form in the mail to return to the
Christian Education office.  Those not enrolled in 6th grade Sunday school will
need to call the Christian Education office at 601-973-9127 and request a form.
Classes will be held during the Sunday school hour for five consecutive Sundays
and will be taught by Dr. Ligon Duncan.

MISSIONS CONFERENCE 2010
Our keynote speaker for Missions Conference 2010 is the Reverend David
Robertson.  If you would like to provide housing for one or more of our 
missionaries during the week of February 24-28 (Wednesday through Sunday),
please call Allison Hurley in the Outreach Department at 601-973-9111 or email
allisonh@fpcjackson.org.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

COLLEGE STUDENTS’ CHRISTMAS PARTY
Sunday, December 13

7:00 p.m.
in the home of Barry and Ellen McCay

236 St. Andrews Drive



THE DAY SCHOOL
www.fpds.org

(601) 355-1731  FAX (601) 355-1739
Gary Herring, Headmaster

Tasha Holliday, Assistant Principal
Carolyn Wilkinson, Administrative Assistant

Brandie Ducrest, Front Desk
Cheryl Gibbs, Bookkeeper

Jeannie Vickers, Asst. Bookkeeper

TWIN LAKES CAMP & CONFERENCE CENTER
www.twinlakescamp.org

Florence, MS
(601) 845-6858

Mark Magee, Executive Director
Andrew Vincent, Camp Director

Zack Owens, Asst. Camp and Program Director
Robert Fredrick, Reservationist

Tuan La, Hosting Director
Lisa Smith, Secretary and Camp Registrar

Warner Mitchell, Maintenance Superintendent
Fred Rice, Maintenance

Bobbie Godbey, Food Service Director
Heather McNay, Rhonda King, Katie Roberson,

Housekeeping

DENOMINATIONAL
PCA Christian Education Committee
PCA General Administration Committee
Mississippi Valley Presbytery

INSTITUTIONAL
Belhaven College
Chamberlain Hunt Academy
Covenant College
First Presbyterian Day School
French Camp Academy
John Reed Miller Lecture Series
Palmer Home
Reformed Theological Seminary

MISSION TO JACKSON
Beginning Again in Christ
Bethany Christian Services
Center for Pregnancy Choices
Child Evangelism Fellowship

Deacons / MTJ Special Fund
Friends of Alcoholics
Jackson Youth for Christ
Gateway Rescue Mission
Mustard Seed
Neighborhood Christian Center
New Life Christian Ministries
Pioneer Ministries
Voice of Calvary
Young Life

OUTREACH
Fellowship of Christian Athletes
Mission Mississippi
Pastor's Special Fund
Radio Ministry
Reformed University Ministries
Television Ministry
Young Business Leaders

MINISTRIES SUPPORTED BY THE CHURCH
(Benevolence Committee)

Betsy McCullough, Editor of The First Epistle
Ruth Smith, Wedding Coordinator

MINISTERS OFFICE:
Derek Thomas, Minister of Teaching
David Day, Director of Communications
Jan Hyde, Executive Assistant
Marie Phillips, Administrative Assistant
Kim Pate, Administrative Assistant
Jason Grabulis, Senior Minister's Intern
Ryan Biese, Senior Minister's Intern

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:
Donna Dobbs, Director of Christian Education
Weezie Polk, Children's Ministry Director
Barbara Porter, Children's Ministry Associate Director
Douglas McCullough, Director, Learning Resource 
Ashley Hall, Women's Ministries Assoc. Director
Janet Quayle, Nursery Coordinator 
Hellen Powell, Asst. Nursery Coordinator
Linell Corban, Librarian 
Omega Stephens, Administrative Assistant
Josh Rieger, Intern

DISCIPLESHIP:
Nate Shurden, Minister of Discipleship
Tom Elkin, Minister of Marriage and Family Life
Shannon Craft, Administrative Assistant
David Felker, College Men's Coordinator
Sam Taaffe, College Men's Asst. Coordinator
Marley Evans, Female College Intern
Brad Mills, Intern

MUSIC & MEDIA:
Bill Wymond, Minister of Music and Media
Willard Harrell, Music Assistant
Connie Wadsworth, Organist
Emily Whitaker, Children's Choirs Director
Sarah Jones, Asst. Children's Choirs Director  
John McElrath, Assistant TV Production
Tian Teh, Assistant TV Production
Ginny Warren, Administrative Assistant

OUTREACH
Jeremy Smith, Executive Minister
Allison Hurley, Administrative Assistant
Peter Whitney, Intern

PASTORAL CARE:
Brister Ware, Minister of Pastoral Care
Billy Joseph, Minister of Congregational Care
Janet Quayle, Associate
Shannon Craft, Administrative Assistant
Wiley Lowry, Intern

STUDENT MINISTRIES:
Justin Pillsbury, Director
Heather Shaw, Administrative Assistant
Brett Clifton, Assistant

Laura Laughlin, Assistant
Sarah Sullivan, Assistant
David Barry, Intern
Cory Brock, Intern

BUSINESS OFFICE:
Earl Davis, Business Administrator
Jimmi Phillips, Financial Associate
Barbara Eichelberger, Administrative Assistant
Nan Whitney, Receptionist
Bob Stoll, Security Director
David Acker, Security
Bill Batia, Security
Larry Hammond, Security
Don Rosamond, Security
Dan Still, Security

FACILITIES:
Tim Derrick, Maintenance Manager
Claude Lawson

CUSTODIAL:
Jim Williams, Jr., Supervisor
LeeFlora Bell
Moses Blockson
Travis Caldwell
Aaron Hicks
Charles Hilliard
James Hopson
Clarence Travis

FOOD SERVICE
Sue Warren, Hostess 
Mary Carson
Mamie Gilkey
Laura Jackson
Lorene Kelly

NURSERY
Carolyn Anderson
Sherry Anderson
Mary Ann Bailey
Gloria Collier
Mary Gray
Lillie Griffin
Ebony Gunn
Lee Alice Harris
Lee Karajman
Mamie Marshall
Cynthia Mangum
Jasmine Mangum
Ashley Morris
Lawanda Palmer
Louvenia Palmer
Bernice Payton
Monica Pittman
Ruby Pleasont
Peg Plucker
Mary Ross
Dorothy Shelby
Carol Tisdale
Georgia Trunnell
Mary Sue Trunnell
Tandra Washington
Carrie Winford

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY
Church Offices: web site - www.fpcjackson.org
1390 N. State Street, “Hymns of the Faith” WJNT 1180AM Talk Radio 9:00 a.m. Sunday
Jackson, Mississippi 39202 WWSL FM102.3  11:00 a.m. Sunday 
601-353-8316 • FAX 601-973-9119 WLBT TV3 10:00 a.m. Sunday

WTWB TV 14 Memphis Sunday

CHURCH STAFF
The Reverend Dr. Ligon Duncan — Senior Minister

The Reverend Jeremy Smith, Executive Minister




