THE LORD'S DAY

The Fourth Day of January, Two Thousand Nine
MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-Thirty and Eleven O'Clock
Senior Minister — The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan 111

Assisting Minister — The Reverend William F. Joseph 111
Minister of Congregational Care

At the time of the Greetings and Announcements, and during the Prelude, the congregation
is invited to a season of silent and reverent preparation for corporate worship.

The Greetings and Announcements (8:20 and 10:50 a.m.)

The Prelude — "Chanson™ ... Gordon Young
Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist
The Introit — "We Come, O Christ, TO ThEE" ......covvvvveeeerieccee s, John Darwell

The Call to Wor ship
¥ The Hymn of Praise No. 32 — "Great Is Thy Faithfulness'
F The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation
The Old Testament Reading — Isaiah 21 (Pew Bible Pages 582-583)
¥ The Hymn of Response No. 318 — "Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending"”
* The Welcome
The Morning Prayer
¥ The Hymn No. 546 — "The Sands of Time Are Sinking"
The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Anthem — "Crown Him with Many Crowns' .........cccccoevvvnievesinnnn John Hess
"Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne.
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee,
And hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity.
Crown Him the Lord of love, behold His hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified,;

No angel in the sky can fully bear that sight,

But downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright.
Crown Him the Lord of life who triumphed o'er the grave,
Who rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save;

His glories now we sing, who died and rose on high;
Who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.
Crown Him the Lord of years, the Potentate of time,
Creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime.

All hail, Redeemer, hail! For Thou has died for me;

Thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity. Amen!"
OneLicense.net #A-713437

The Prayer of Illumination
The Reading of Holy Scripture — Luke 1:46-56 (Pew Bible Page 856)
The Sermon — "Mary: On the Christian Life" ..o Dr. Duncan
F The Hymn of Response — "The Lord Fulfills His Word" (See Guide)
¥ The Benediction
The Response — "The Lord Bless and Keep YOU".........ccccvvvveeeriennns Peter Lutkin
The Postlude — "Celebration” ..........ccoceeererereeinieeeeese e sese s James Mansfield

*The ushers may seat latecomers
$Congregation standing



EVENING WORSHIP

Six O’Clock
Presiding Minister — The Reverend Dr. Derek W. H. Thomas

Assisting Minister — The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan 111
Senior Minister

The Announcements and Words of Preparation (5:50 p.m.)

The Prelude — "A Meditalion”.........cccccoevieeveieere e George Oldroyd
William Wymond, Organist

The Call to Wor ship
¥ The Hymn of Praise No. 499 — "Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me"
¥ The Invocation

The Evening Hymn No. 392 — "O Day of Rest and Gladness' (RUF tune)
* The Greetings

The Evening Prayer — Ruling Elder Crane Kipp

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Offertory — Clifford MacGowan, Soloist

The Young Children's Devational
The Song No. 485 — "O Thou That Hear'st When Sinners Cry" (Stanzas 1 and 4)
The Children's Catechism No. 56
Q. "What happens when you repent?"
A. "You become sorry for your sins. You hate them and stop doing them,
because they anger God."
The Scriptures — Psalm 97:10; Isaiah 55:7; Acts 2:38
The Meditation........cccoeeveeveevccnenne Mr. Nick Reid, Senior Minister's Intern
The Prayer .....cccoceeeeeveveeeceeee, (The children dismissed following the prayer)

¥ The Hymn No. 164 — "O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing" (Stanzas 1-5)
The Prayer of [llumination
The Reading of Holy Scripture — Nehemiah 8:13-18 (Pew Bible page 404)
The Sermon — "Festival™ ..o Dr. Thomas

1 The Benediction and Response No. 164 — "O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing"
(Stanza 6)

"Hear him, ye deaf; His praise, ye dumb,
your loosen'd tongues employ;
ye blind, behold your Savior come;
and leap, ye lame, for joy."

The Postlude — "Trumpet TUNe in D" .....oovviee i John Stanley

*The ushers may seat latecomers
fCongregation standing

We are delighted to have you in our worship. May we
heartily worship and praise God together! If you
Welcome would like information about joining this church, we

ViSitOI’S cordially invite you to an informal meeting in the
Session Room following the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
worship services.




A Guide for the Evening Service

A Prayer for the New Year
"Grant, Almighty God, that as you have given us once for all your only
begotten Son to rule us, and have by your good pleasure consecrated Him a
King over us, that we may be perpetually safe and secure under His hand
against all the attempts of the devil and of the whole world,- O grant, that
we may submit ourselves to be ruled by His authority, and so conduct our-
selves, that He may ever continue to watch for our safety; and as you have
committed us to Him, that He may be the guardian of our salvation, so also
permit us neither to turn aside nor fall, but preserve us ever in His service,
until we at length be gathered into that blessed and everlasting kingdom,
which has been procured for us by the blood of your only Son. Amen."
-John Calvin

Thoughts on Contentment

Can you read the Scripture and say, "Although my house is not so blessed
with health as other men's houses are, although my house is not so, yet He
has made with me an everlasting covenant. | am still one in covenant with
God, the Lord has made with me an everlasting covenant. As for these
things in the world, | see they are but momentary, they are not everlasting.
I see a family in which all was well only a week ago, and now everything is
down, the plague has swept away a great many of them, and the rest are left
in sadness and mourning. We see there is no resting in things of this world,
yet the Lord has made with me an everlasting covenant ordered in all
things. | find disorder in my heart, in my family; but the everlasting
covenant is ordered in all things, yes, and it is sure."

Jeremiah Burroughs, The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment

Thoughts on the Gospel

"That's not fair" is one of the most comforting thoughts in the Christian life,
the idea that we do not get the just wages of our lives. Of course, that is not
to say that the gospel is a message of cosmic injustice. At the cross, we see
divine punishment being meted out on the Son of Man. At the cross we see
God's justice being poured out on God's Son. But we also see God's mercy
mingled there with God's justice. And in God's mercy, the Christian is given
the most glorious news—you don't get what you deserve. For, as Paul tells
us, we all have sinned and are all deserving of God's wrath and condemna-
tion. But the gospel message is that believers do not face the wrath and pun-
ishment of Almighty God but instead enjoy the benefits of the life, death and
resurrection of God's Son. That's mercy. And praise be to God that it's not
fair!

The Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

We open our evening service with this glorious hymn from Augustus
Toplady. It is one of the great hymns of the faith and well loved by this con-
gregation. Each stanza is so rich in gospel truth, explaining the sinner's
plight, the Savior's cure, and the means appointed for Christians to receive
that cure. The hymn paints a stark picture of the sinner: he is doubly
enslaved to sin (to both its curse and its power) and incapable of doing any-
thing in his own strength to become free from his bondage (whether by his
own labors or by his own sorrow). But the Savior is the Rock of Ages, whose
shed blood provides the "double cure" for the slavery of sin, who is there to
provide spotless garments for the naked, and who will one day greet His
children "in worlds unknown." And how can this be? What must His chil-
dren do to appropriate this salvation? "Nothing in my hands | bring, simply
to thy cross | cling!"

O Day of Rest and Gladness

This is a song of thanksgiving to God for the blessings of His special day:
the Lord's Day, the Christian Sabbath. Wordsworth's lyrics personify the
Sabbath and address it directly in the first three stanzas. In God's good prov-
idence, the first day of every week is a day of rest and gladness! It celebrates
the resurrection of Jesus Christ and signals His victory over sin, death, and
hell itself. Once a week we gather together as a community of God's people
to remember what He has done and to collectively give thanks. It is the
"market day of the soul" when we receive "one blessing after another.” Every
Christian longs for Sunday to come around again! This is a good song for
the first Lord's Day evening of the year.






